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Still We Rise — A Message from Amnesty’s Secretary General

Dear friend,

2025 was a year when the foundations of human rights were pushed to their limits. Around the
world, powerful actors intensified practices that undermined international law, weakened hard-
won protections, and exposed millions to violence, discrimination and injustice.

Too many governments chose silence or appeasement instead of leadership.

But that is not the whole story. Across countries and regions, people organized, resisted and
pushed back. New accountability mechanisms were established by States ready to keep building
the multilateral order. Landmark court decisions advanced justice. Climate defenders secured
progress at COP30. Workers, youth movements and communities stood firm against repression.

These achievements remind us that the global human rights system, though imperfect, is real,
valuable, and worth defending.

This moment calls for courage. We must come together and protect the achievements of the last
80 years that ought to be defended as a matter of priority, disrupt the practices that endanger
our future, and engage in much needed reforms to ensure universal rights are equally
implemented and defended.

Thank you for standing with us. Together, we will continue to rise to this historical moment with
determination, solidarity and hope.



With gratitude,
Agnés Callamard

Secretary General - Amnesty International
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