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B AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AT 50

Alec Bamford
Member for far too long.

When another great institution, the BBC,
turned 50, they advertised with banners
that simply said ‘The BBC is 50 years
old’. Some clever person added
underneath ‘The BBC has always been
50 years old’

Not true of Amnesty International.

Its work at the beginning was simple
and direct. Governments could not be
trusted to respect the human rights of
individuals, so ordinary people were
given accurate information and wrote
to governments asking them, politely,
to stop. There was also a restriction —the
victims must not have been involved
with violence.

S50 YEARS: CAMPAIGNING
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Looking back, looking ahead...Amnesty International

The work required painstaking accuracy,
diligence and long-term commitment
to the idea that human beings, anyone,
anywhere, could uphold human rights.
Rather middle-aged virtues.

WHY OUR WORK ON
HUMAN RIGHTS MUST CONTINUE!!

Amnesty International Thailand members and human rights
activists tell FREEDOM about the reasons ‘Why Our Work
on Human Rights Must Continue’

Now at 50, Amnesty has embraced the
‘full spectrum’ of rights, challenging
not only governments but also There are good reasons for this. Human rights violations don’t just arise from the
corporations and economic systems, sadism of police, soldiers or prison wardens. There are also strong social,
campaigning not just against the killing, cultural and economic factors that embed a disregard for human rights into the
torture or unfair imprisonment of structure of society.

non-violent individuals, but also for the

economic, social and cultural rights of | sometimes miss the simplicity of the old Amnesty, but at the same time, I'm
entire communities and peoples. And glad it's learned over the years and |'ve been able to learn to be younger with it.
it does so after some fractious and

strident internal debate. More like a Ah but | was so much older then, I’'m younger than that now. Bob Dylan.
rebellious teenager.

When you finish reading FREEDOM please pass it on to others so
PASS IT ON they can learn about Amnesty International and the vital work we do.

THIS IS YOUR FREEDOM MAGAZINE FREEDOM
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU LIKE IT Editor in Chief: Parinya Boonridrerthaikl

EditoriaIEtgiat?r: g!]faegzgrl\(ﬂaun?g%g%? Naowarat Suasa-ard, GOOD NEWS

Trin Khumsap, Sutharee Wannasiri

Speech Contest

SAY IT RIGHTS: HUMAN RIGHTS
SPEECH CONTEST

Young people are of massive importance to Amnesty International
and play a vital role in the work that we do. Their voices must be heard.

m Have you acted on what you've read?
B Have you shared the information with anyone?
m What would you like to see more of in future issues?

= Do you have photos or articles that you would like Contributing:  Nadia A-Jasem, Peter Limpiyawon, . )
to share with other members? Buranit Tantiwuttipong, Attapol Kanjanakeaw, Your supports made it h.appens. the release
® And finally, don't forget to visit our website www.amnesty.or.th Riley Leonard, Ryan Weller of 20 years old youth activist Jabbar Savalan

Design: Chaiya Kotsakdee

SEND YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS TO: Special thanks to 50 Activists!

FREEDOM

Growth Mobilization Coordinator
Amnesty International Thailand
90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd.,
Jomphol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

Email: membership@amnesty.or.th

FREEDOM: The magazine from Amnesty International Thailand
for Supporter and Members of Amnesty International Thailand,
90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd., Jomphol, Chatuchak,
Bangkok, 10900

Telephone: +66 2 513 8745, 513 8754

Facsimile: +66 2 939 2534

Email: info@amnesty.or.th

Website: www.amnesty.or.th
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmnestyThailand

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION:
‘MORE HUMAN RIGHTSY’
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50 YEARS CAMPAIGNING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

SALIL SHETTY, Amnesty International’s Secretary General

Ref. FLAME, Al New Zealand

CHANGE IS COMING FROM WITHIN THE C
THE GREATEST HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

In my first few months as Amnesty
International’s secretary general, | have
had the good fortune of traveling from Peru
to Uganda to Thailand, meeting human
rights defenders and Amnesty volunteers,
activists and staff.

It became increasingly clear to me that
Amnesty has achieved a lot in a relatively
short period of time — 50 years is after all
the blink of an eye in historical terms.

What | also saw is that there is still much
to do, especially at the global level. Yes,
thanks to persistent campaigning, 139
countries do not now use the death
penalty in practice — but there are over 190
countries in the world. Unlawful detention
and torture is a continuing reality in scores
of countries.

| had one of the most painful reminders of
this in the Ugandan capital Kampala. When
| was there, David Kato, the well-known
gay rights activist in Uganda, told me what

OléNTRIES WITH

a key role Amnesty was playing in supporting
LGBT issues. He was brutally murdered in
broad daylight shortly after.

The context in which Amnesty International
will be operating in the coming years is
vastly different from our first 50 years. The
Middle East and North Africa provide the
best example of this. Change is increasingly
coming from within the countries that
experience the greatest human rights
violations. Young people are at the forefront,
using social media to get organized.

This does not change the power of
international solidarity. It does not replace
the power of good, solid grassroots groups
or high quality research and evidence-building,
or the role of the mainstream media. But
it does present challenges.

Amnesty’s plans to deal with this changing
reality are at an advanced stage. We are in
the process of significantly increasing our
capacity to deal with these crises much

closer to the ground. The first two national
‘hubs’ will commence this year in Brazil
and India, with another 10 hubs expected
to open in Asia, Africa and Latin America
in the next couple of years.

Apart from increasing the local relevance
of work, this move will significantly grow
our public constituency of support in the
global South and go a long way to positioning
Amnesty as a truly international movement.

Without your activism, your solidarity, your
voice, your funding, we could not do what
we are doing today in Benghazi, Cote d’lvoire
and many other places.

WHY
N HU

RIGHTS Amnesty International Thailand members and
' human rights activists tell FREEDOM the reasons
. WHY OUR WORKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS MUST CONTINUE

CHIRANUCH PREMCHAIPORN
DIRECTOR OF THE PRACHATAI WEBSITE

Human rights is a fundamental issue. It is directly linked with us from birth until death.
It is also related to human dignity, which forever applies to life. It is considered both as
an individual matter where one has basic rights to a better quality of life, and as a public
matter for setting the value and importance of living and of being prepared to defend these
basic rights.

SAWIT KAEOWAN
SECRETARY GENERAL
THE STATE ENTERPRISE WORKERS’ RELATIONS CONFEDERATION

There are still rights violations regarding labour rights, salaries and wages, welfare rights,
etc. These are all unjust. It stems from various forms of exploitation by the capitalists
searching for profits, some of whom may surrender on these issues, such as acceding to
various compensations. There are still some, however, who have not acquiesced, but fought
back and appealed. As days go by, the severity will intensify nevertheless, so we must
continue to work for the sake of rights.

SOMBAT BOONNGAMANONG
RED SUNDAY GROUP LEADER

Society lacks standards of social justice; oppression and abuses illustrate this clearly.
In addition, we are in a period of adjustment in order to survive in society; therefore the
subject of human rights should be continuously studied since the idea of human rights is
still new to society.

PRATHABJIT NEELAPHALJIT,
JUSTICE FOR PEACE FOUNDATION

In Thai society, the issue of human rights is still in the margins where there is no common
understanding and no emphasis on this subject at the community level. Moreover,
there are unresolved issues of social inequality, undermining human rights. Therefore,
it is important to address and work on human rights.

JITTRA COTCHADET,
TRADE UNION OFFICER, THE UNION OF TRIUMPH INTERNATIONAL

Rights violations occur on a daily basis. Sometimes we are not aware of rights violations
due to cultural reasons or the media persuading us to believe otherwise. Generally, a direct
violation of the rights may be noticed and defended. A more worrying situation is when
people use the media, beliefs, traditions, and culture as tools. Therefore, creating
awareness would be tremendously helpful to protect rights and help establish an
understanding of what is right.

TICHA NA NAKORN
DIRECTOR OF KANCHANAPHISEK JUVENILE TRAINING CENTRE

Every human being should be protected as a member of society. The best protection is
that everyone recognizes the rights of others. Achieving this awareness means that other
people are in turn aware of our rights. This is therefore the main reason that we can live
together peacefully with respect for each other’s value. These may not occur naturally, so
there must be an organization or an educating process. If this can actually be achieved,
then peace would not be out of our reach.
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SUNEE CHAYAROSE,
VICE CHAIRPERSON, THAI LEGAL REFORM COMISSION

Human rights have a deep meaning and a broad scope: from respecting the value of humanity and
equality, non-discrimination, particapatory democratic rights, political, economic, social and cultural
rights, the rights of individuals, and a community’s right to a good social welfare system. Human rights
are dynamic and will develop when the law and government policies meet international human rights
standards and people in society have an understanding and awareness and can defend their own rights
and the rights of other people.

VORAPAT MEKHAKUL VEERAPATTANAKUP,
SERETARIAT OF YOUNG PEOPLE FOR DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT (YPD)

Human rights violations occur all the time on this planet. We might even be the victims and not
realise it. These problems occur in civil and political rights, the right to media consumption, rights
related to criminal justice, health rights, etc. On these issues, | demand protection for others in
society who are victims as well as myself. Working in business, | learned that business may be
unstable in a decaying society, and society may not be well if the private sector aims for profits alone
while exploiting society. We cannot deny that this is a piece related to the benefits of society.
Nevertheless, everybody should stop tyrannizing and exploiting one another and join together to improve
our society.

WARIN THIAMCHARAS,
SECRETARY GENERAL, OPEN FORUM FOR DEMOCRACY FOUNDATION
PEOPLE NETWORK FOR ELECTION IN THAILAND (P-NET)

As a lawyer, | recognize that human rights make up a fundamental part of the legal profession. | have
thus been required to work in this area. | did not leave this task for specialists in any other field, so
| am constantly faced with these issues.

AREEWAN JATUTHONG
LAWYER AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVIST

If we believe that every human being should be treated equally, there should therefore be a group of
people who care, protect, and inform us how we protect rights that have been violated. In addition,
the government should protect the rights of people in society. Furthermore, if the government or its
officials themselves violate the people’s rights, we should then undertake the responsibility to protect
those rights; which requires a public mind in order to help others.

DR. AMARA PONGSAPIT,
%HQIIB!\:’I\I%BSON OF THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF

At present, although awareness of human rights in Thailand is increasing, people still have divergent
understandings and interpretations of the term. More importantly, human rights violations still occur
every day. Therefore, organizations working on human rights have to continue with their heavy
workload, as there is still much to be done. This is a long-term problem that requires time to resolve.

PHIL ROBERTSON
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH'S ASIA DIVISION

Human rights are inherent from birth. The right to speech and the right to gather are significant for
participation and involvement in development and politics. Everyone wants to have a better quality
of life, stability in the workplace, the right to expression in society, and stability in their lives. All
these are considered human rights. A number of people misunderstand that these ideas are left-wing
extremists but actually, we practice human rights daily that we overlook its importance. Until one
day when we would be deprived of these rights, we will think and yearn for them.

The magazine from Amnesty Intenational Thailand

VEERAWIT TIANCHAINAN,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THAI COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES (TCR)

The problem of human rights is a problem that has lived side by side with us since the beginning of
our modern nation-state era. Once there is a state with sovereign authority, various problems can
occur as a result of this power. If no one is willing to speak out for human rights, then we will be faced
with a one-sided and biased debate. Part of our work on human rights is to protect the human rights
of those who cannot stand up against the state.

KETSARIN TIAWSAKUL
THE NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF THAILAND

There are still various forms of human rights violations against a substantial number of people, even
though Thai society’s awareness of this matter is increasing. Improvements were brought about with
the 2540 Constitution (1997) and the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission
which has spread awaremess of human rights and human dignity. In the past, a person might have
surrendered because there was a lack of understanding that they as humans have dignity and
equality among each other. However, in the present, social movements and the media have
contributed to social awareness. People are increasingly learning about human rights. Therefore, we
have shifted the focus of our work towards changing legislation as a more sustainable solution.

ORASOM SUTTHISAKORN,
AUTHOR

We act because we love mankind, we value humanity, and we see the value of every human being.
Even though wrongful deeds were done and mistakes were made (scapegoats especially deserve
sympathy), or some failed to conquer lust or pressure, or there was no one to help lead the way in
the time of darkness causing one to feel low, we should give love, mercy, and opportunity, and
realize that everyone has human dignity. We are all vulnerable as human beings. No one can
honestly say, “Today, | will not err.” We all share a similar fate. Therefore, if we learn to love, have
mercy, grant opportunity, and care for each other, society will become safer and the people in the
community will be better off.

PRASITTIPORN KAN-ONSRI,
COORDINATOR OF THE YOM RIVER BASIN NETWORK

Human rights is an important issue which we must pursue and practise. In addition, the public body
of knowledge needs to be expanded to include awareness of natural resources. We must do this by
letting the people make the plans, set the terms, and administer their waterways in order to defend
the community’s own rights. Besides thes, there will be activities which will defend the public’s
human rights, such as demonstrations and book presentations, to let the villagers’ perspective be
seen. Additionally, we will create networks with various groups.

ANJANA SUVARNANANDA
CHAIRPERSON, FOUNDATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ON SEXUAL
ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY (FOR-SOGI)

There are still people facing human rights violations, and they face serious impacts, such as death
or the inability to continue living normally.

JADED CHAOWILAI
FORMER DIRECTOR, WOMEN AND MEN-TOGETHER FOR EQUALITY

Rights are abstract, but for people who are mistreated or suffer domestic abuse or child abuse, they
have concrete effects. Besides women, there are other groups against whom human rights violations
still occur, such as men who are raped and the third sex, which is abused. These problems are direct
violations of human rights. Therefore, it is necessary to continue demanding rights. If there are no
safeguards, problems may increase.
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PRASARN MARUKPITAK,
FORMER SENATOR

Because violations occur continuously by individuals, institutions, and groups that do not hold
themselves accountable to institutions or other individuals, the consequence is societal problems and
it is therefore an endless mission, similar to the endless quest for social justice or the quest for
democracy. Thus, it is important that we act and continue to fight for human rights.

SU BOONLIANG,
ARTIST

Because we are human, we have friends whose human rightrs have been violated, whether or not we
ourselves are to blame.The impact of this is unavoidable. We often do not recognize the impact and
so it may be too late when we realize we need to solve the problem.

NITTITHORN THONGTHEERAKUL
OFFICER AT SENIOR SOCIAL CAPITAL NETWORK
THAI PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE (THAI PBS)

From my experience regarding human rights in education, work, and activities, | came to have
interest in and love for working in this field. Using music and songwriting to communicate about
human rights has been effective for advocating support for those whose rights have been violated and
allowing them to stand up and claim their rights.

KITTICHAI NGAMCHAIYAPHISIT,
DIRECTOR OF THE TONKLA INSTITUTION

All humans have equal rights. In today’s society, violations of human rights persist. Moreover, the
concept of human rights is not yet widespread. There should be more equality in society as mentioned
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In Thailand, human rights abuses occur against
communities such as the minority ethnic groups. Work towards equal rights is significant.

PRATCHAYANIN WONGATHITIKUL
PROFESSOR, INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF MEKONG REGION,
CHIANG RAI RAJABHAT UNIVERSITY

We do this because human rights violations persist in almost every aspect of life. In addition, human
rights are universal, should be acknowledged, and should be studied.

SIRIKUL SUWINTHAWONG
PROFESSOR, COLLEGE OF POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE,
MAHASARAKHAM UNIVERSITY

DR.SURAPOL JANYAKUL
PROFESSOR, FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES,
SRINAKHARINWIROT UNIVERSITY

According to Johan Galtung, human rights violations persist in three dimensions: 1) the physical
dimension, which manifests in abuse and loss of human life by the use of physical force and weapons;
2) the structural dimension, which hides in national development policies and the rules of resource
allocation, along with various other laws which do not give real or sufficient value to socio-economic
equality, leading us to conflict and to fighting over resources without end; and 3) the cultural
dimension, which should be very concerning because if people in society are still indifferent towards
the threats against the lives of their fellow humans and human dignity, human rights violations in the
physical dimension and the structural dimension will persist. Working towards human rights has no
end, but will continue to evolve with the changes of society over time.

DR. WUTHEE LEELAGUSOLAWONG,
THAI PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE (THAI PBS)

As long as there are gaps between people, whether there are differences between nationalites,
languages, the state and the public, financial statuses, genders, or age groups, we will still maintain
our presence; especially since freedom is important for equality and, most importantly, for uniting us
as one world. Therefore it is crucial to bridge the gap and make people understand their rights.

PHITHAK KERDHOM
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

Firstly, human rights are moral, helping to shape society to become just, to have respect for
humanity. Therefore it is good to encourage, spread, and work on human rights. Secondly, Thai so-
ciety has numerous rights violations under its watch. Violations can be categorized into two types:
first, the majority of people are not aware of the concept of human rights and therefore violate them
without knowing; second, intentional rights violations. Thus, educating and promoting human rights
are a priority for these groups of people. Thirdly, although Thai society increasingly recognizes the
rights and liberty of the people, in practice, government officials do not comply fully with human rights
standards. Even with the constitution, implementation is nevertheless slow causing continuous rights
abuses. Fourthly, even if there are little or no longer any rights violations, the main point is that the
issue of human rights needs to develop to cope with the changes of the era.

Thai society needs to incorporate the principles of human rights into its culture.

ADISORN KERDMONGKOL
SENIOR POLICY RESEARCHER AT THE INTERNATIONAL RESCUE

Human rights issues continue to be a big problem. Thai society is hardly aware of the issue, and the
mechanisms to protect rights are relatively small compared to the problems that exist. Moreover, this
problem will become more complex over time causing the need to work on human rights.

WILAIWAN PHOKTHAWEE
DIRECTOR OF THE PRISON MINISTRY OF THE JESUIT FOUNDATION

Human rights are right beside us. It should therefore be further studied because there is not yet a
correct understanding of the matter, for the purpose of protection against any social or human rights
abuse and reducing the violations and perhaps eradicating it from society. My role as a professor
involves teaching “Politics of Justice and Human Rights” which relates to human rights, justice, and
the international impact that creates different views on human rights.

Because rights are still being violated, causing trouble for many of those who generally are
defenseless community members and marginalized people, these people need someone to be their
voice to demand rights for them. If there is no party acting on their behalf, these people will likely
be forever bullied. It is therefore a positive sign to have groups of people that notice and provide
justice to them. Human beings should all be equal with one another.

PARANDA PANKEAW,
HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Because we believe that everyone wants to improve society, we consider it a good opportunity to start
work right here. We feel good that we can help alleviate some problems. Although it looks small,
it is better than doing nothing.



10

T NTiTme

‘The magazine from Amnesty International Thailand

SUNSANEE SUTTHISUNSANEE
DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE FOR PROMOTING
AND SAFEGUARDING HUMAN RIGHTS

Although Thai society is increasingly waking up to the problem of human rights, people’s understanding
of human rights is still divergent and insufficient, as are the use of rights and the enforcement with
accountability and respect for human rights or each other’s rights, and the protection of equality.
We do not choose to commit human rights violations in various forms and levels. Whether by
individuals, the state, or the business sector, with or without intent, violations can be seen these days.
Therefore, promoting understanding and awareness of human rights continues to be important and
necessary.

DR. VALAI NA POMPHETCH
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERT

Because most people do not understand or to not value human rights, this disregard causes human
rights violations to persist. This also includes the violation of human dignity. The abuse of the rights
of our fellow human beings means we are destroying each other. This inevitably leads to civil unrest.

Whenever we are able to create love for others and share kindness among each other, without violating
their rights, we will gain happiness as a result of our work towards human rights.

SOMSRI HARNANUNTHASOOK
DIRECTOR OF THE ASIAN NETWORK
FOR FREE ELECTIONS (ANFREL)

Because violations of human rights still exist in the country, it is therefore necessary to have
organizations working on human rights; Amnesty International Thailand is one of these organizations
that pave the way towards respecting and supporting human rights in Thailand. The case may be that
society has overlooked the issue, and the focus may have come from international actors. Thus, it is
necessary to have more organizations to monitor, campaign, encourage, and educate the public about
human rights.

LADDAWAN TANTIWITTHAYAPITAK
VICE PRESIDENT OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AND
BOARD MEMBER OF UNION FOR CIVIL LIBERTY (UCL)

As long as there are human rights violations, as long as the people and members of the world
community are still unaware of their rights, we ought to safeguard or take the oppurtunity to insist
on using our rights. Human rights are still an extremely important issue because the global society,
or the society at the community, regional, national, and global levels still cannot live together in
peace, so we continue. As long as people still do not understand their rights, are unaware, or do not
see the value of human rights, then it is necessary to live together, so we must be aware of our rights.

SARAWUT PRATHUMRAJ
HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER

The issue of human rights persists in Thai society as it does worldwide. In terms of human rights,
there needs to be respect and implementation by the people themselves; including how the state
treats its people. Monitoring is therefore necessary to protect rights. It is the duty of all people.
If we are not vigilant, we will be more susceptible when the state fails to protect us. Thus,
monitoring the state on the issue of human rights is crucial, so that examples may be set as to how
we should treat one another. This is why we need to work on human rights.

SOMCHAI HOMLAOR
MEMBER OF THE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION OF
THAILAND AND THAI LEGAL REFORM COMMISSION

We want Thai people to help build a democratic society with peace and sustainable development.
Human rights are a necessary foundation of this society.
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CHEUNSUK ASAITHAMMAKUL,
RESEARCHER

In the context of Thai society, there is a limited understanding of human rights and a high tendency
not to accept this concept, with the idea that it is unsuitable for Thai society. Thai political culture is
not accustomed to accepting conflicting ideas of others. As a result, if you have an idea that is
different, then it is wrong and you will face the consequences. Human rights are new to the Thai
community. Realising these rights, however, would surely bring about greater degree of peace, and it
is a positive effort that should be continued.

KWANRAWEE WANGUDOM
LECTURER ASSISTANT, INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND
PEACE STUDIES, MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

There is a continuous presence of human rights violations by the government, by the business sector,
and by individuals. Violations due to authoritarian laws such as the Emergency Decree, where there
are no checks and balances of power between the legislative, executive or judicial branches, enables
the authorities to put them to use in an exploitative and discriminatory manner.

PIMJAI PIMJAICHON
PRIVATE COMPANY EMPLOYEE

This issue is related to our daily life. Others should treat us with respect to human rights and vice
versa. Thus, we should not act passively and ignore the matter. We should practice the rights we have
and help others.

PORNPEN KHONGKACHONKIET,
DIRECTOR OF THE CROSS-CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Thailand has a problem with human rights violations in many serious forms like various other
countries all over Asia and the world. | find that the role of human rights activists is coordinating
and explaining the perspectives of human rights to the people to let them demand rights themselves
and explain their own problems to government officials to safeguard and protect the rights of the
people in order to create a peaceful just society with a minimum standard. Human rights our
founded upon dignity. It is not easy, however. We must be diligent because we can see the light at
the end of the tunnel. Do not be discouraged.

KHUNYING AMBHORN MEESOOK
PRESIDENT, FOUNDATION FOR LIFE-LONG EDUCATION OF THAILAND

Because there are a substantial number of problems regarding human rights, our work on human
rights must continue!

PIPOB UDOMITTHIPHONG,
TRANSLATOR

The problems regarding human rights continue. The world has become more developed, more
materialistic, and more populated; therefore competition for resources is inevitable resulting in winners
and those who are less fortunate. Although rules exist, people with economic or political power do not
play by them and therefore they take advantage of others. This usually leads to rights violations. An
example of this can be seen from dam construction companies that cause flooding or displacement.
If these situations were in line with rules and protocols, then there should be reports on environmental
and health impacts and assessments of the project. This has been a problem because there are those
who do not abide by the rules. Thus, we have to continue our work on human rights.

ANCHALEE SEEMUANG,
PHOTOGRAPHER, ABC NEWS

Because there is rarely a strong concern for human rights, there are broad violations of human rights.
This is why we continue our human rights work.



SAKSINEE EMASIRI THANAKULMAS,
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND PEACE STUDIES,
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

We cannot simply live our lives based on making money. Working on the issue of rights is building
a relationship between fellow human beings that respect each other. This is rather what living is about.

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE OF MASSIVE
IMPORTANCE TO AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL AND PLAY A VITAL
ROLE IN THE WORK THAT WE DO.
THEIR VOICES MUST BE HEARD.

_ it Righe:

HEMMAPAT BOONYOIYAT,
POSTGRADUATE STUDENT, INSTITUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND
PEACE STUDIES, MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

Seeing people suffer, reading about crimes in the newspapers, knowing that discrimination based on
race and skin color exist, this shows that human beings do not see one another as being equal.
Violations continue to persist. If the human race continues to fight, to kill each other, then we still
need to continue our work on human rights.

t Rights
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There are plenty of people in our society and in this world whose rights are being abused. Violations " 14" i 3 \ ‘ i 1 !

occur due to lack of understanding among races, religions, or political ideologies. This eventually : : ! |

causes certain people to be victimized in society leading to injustice and inequality among humans. o ] © Keerapat oﬁ?é.'%easty Gm‘r:rzm @ S i
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As a person who witnessed rights violations, | want to do something to make the victims’ voices heard.

Amnesty International Thailand in collaboration with the British Embassy in Thailand,
BE Magazine, and Thai Public Broadcasting Service (Thai PBS) organized a human rights
speech contest called “Say It Rights,” on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of Amnesty
International. The contest was divided into two levels: High school students in three-person
4 teams (using the English language in the competition), and university level students in
three-person teams (using the Thai language in the competition). “Say It Rights” was
intended to promote public thinking and analysis of human rights violations, which are still
prevalent around the world, and to encourage young people to dare to think and share their

SOMSAKUL SRIMETHIKUL,
HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER

If we do not do it, then who will? Our society contains gaps because the world continues to revolve
around the capitalist system; Thai society is not an exception. There is no equal opportunity for
everyone. We do not even have the time to notice who is being exploited. No matter who we are, what
we are doing, or where we are positioned in the society, we all play a part in building a moral and
just society. It is not a one-man assignment; it is rather the duty of everyone.

DANAIYAKRIT SRIKHAN
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION

Human rights are related to our lives. We need to act because there are those who are unaware,
who do not understand and therefore refer to and use these rights inappropriately in society.

YUHANEE JEKGA
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
THE CROSS CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Serious human rights violations persist in Thailand. However, the protection of human rights by the
state is not sufficient. So how can we just stand and observe the human rights abuses that our
brothers and sisters are suffering through? If there is no attempt for a movement to respect human
rights within Thai culture, we, or our loved ones, could someday be the next victims.

CHUNSA SUPANMUANG
MALPRACTICE CASE COORDINATOR
THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, THAILAND

Human rights violations that have infiltrated every part of society. | believe that human rights
violations are the most severe and we cannot overlook them.

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL
COMPETITION TEAMS:

opinions with the public.

DRA team from Dara Academy,
Globalrightzation team from Montfort
College, Keerapat International
School team, Patana Amnesty team
from Bangkok Patana School,
Rightful Empathizers from Montfort
College, ACT from Assumption
College Thonburi, and PSM_1 from
Srinakarinwirot University
Prasarnmit Demonstration School
(Secondary)

+ Fhuman Rights Speuch Contal

5,0

mmmms== THE WINNER WAS

PSM_1 Team,
Srinakarinwirot University
Prasarnmit Demonstration School

| (Secondary)

POPULAR VOTE WENT TO

Patana Amnesty Team,

Bangkok Patana School

UNIVERSITY LEVEL
COMPETITION

RBAC team from Rattana Bundit
University, Right to Light from
Thamamsat University, The Liberty
Team from Mae Fah Luang
University, and Look Mae Fah Luang
team from Mae Fah Luang University

THE WINNER WAS
Right to Light,

. Thammasat University

POPULARVOTEWENTTO

Look Mae Fah Luang Team,
Mae Fah Luang University
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MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION:
‘MORE HUMAN RIGHTSY’

SHOP & SHARE

Make a donation today and help create a
world where justice, freedom and dignity
are not the birthright of a privileged few,
but the deeply-held vision for all. Amnesty
International Thailand relies on your
support. We do not accept funding from
governments or political organizations for
our campaign work against human rights
abuses. This financial independence means
we are free to criticize or applaud with
objectivity and impartiality. We rely on
contributions from people like you.

Our local groups are the real face of Amnesty
in your community. They take part in
demonstrations, letter-write and organize
events to support the work of Amnesty. Find
out where your local group is by giving us a
call to get contact details.

Participate at events organized by Amnesty
International Thailand or Amnesty local
groups. It's the place to meet people, join
groups, take action and find out what's
happening in your area and around the world.

Sign up your friends and family as members
of Amnesty International Thailand as some
of the 3 million people who make up the
world’s largest human rights organization.
Promote Amnesty among your peers of give
them a gift membership. Members are at the
very core of Amnesty International.

With just a few clicks you can take action
online for human rights and make the world
a better place. It only takes a minute!

Student activists have always been at the
frontlines of human rights movements. Get
your friends and school involved in our
campaigning to help achieve change.

Organizing your own fundraising activity is
a great way to get active, have fun and be
social in support of human rights, whilst
raising funds and awareness for our cause.

Your purchase of Amnesty International
Thailand merchandise will enable us to run
our vital campaigns protecting human rights
around the world.

We all make New Year’s resolutions to be
better people, live better, healthier, more
fulfilling lives every year. Why not make
a real change this year to better someone
else’s life, or perhaps thousands of lives by
getting more involved with Amnesty in 2012.

We're a volunteer movement that produces
extraordinary results. Prisoners of conscience
are released. The death penalty is abolished.
Torturers are brought to justice. Governments
are persuaded to change their laws and
practices. Our achievements have a huge
impact on the lives of individual people.
As a supporter/members you are a vital part
of those achievements.

There are many ways to get more involved
with us this year. Here are just a few ways
to fulfill your New Year’s Human Rights
resolutions.

Use your skills and knowledge to promote
human rights. Our volunteers and interns are
involved with our campaigning, fundraising
and promotions.

Inspire your colleagues, clients and customers
by connecting your business with human
rights.

JUSTICE
FOR ALL RIGH
FOR ALL PEO!

JANUARY-MARCH 2012
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Regional Human Bights Workshop
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