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Art For Amnesty
Action File
Africa Program

Annual General Meeting
Amnesty International
Amnesty International
Documentation

Amnesty International Report

Americas Program

Action Planning Bulletin
Amnesty International Arabic
Publishing

Asia Program

Business and Economic
Relationship

Country Action Programs
Campaign against Torture
Cultural Diversity and Equal
Opportunities Policy

Chairs and Directors Forum
Chairs Forum

Chairs Forum Steering
Committee

Cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment

Campaign Program

Civil and Political
Comprehensive Action Plan
Country Research Work

Critical Strategic Initiatives
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Hint: Article 1 of Universal Human Rights Declaration
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
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Amnesty International (Al) is a worldwide voluntary activist
movement working to protect human rights. Currently, we
have over 150 offices around the world and over 2.8 million
members globally. Amnesty International is a self-governing,
democratic entity whose sole goal is to ensure the respect and
protection of human rights. Amnesty International achieves
this towards the development of human rights situation by
campaigning and demonstrating through international soli-
darity. Amnesty International is an independent organization
with no political, economic, or religious affiliation.

Amnesty International Thailand established in 1993 and in
2003 was registered with the Thai Government as an asso-
ciation. Working in cooperation with both government and
private organizations, we have conducted various activities
to promote understanding and protection of human rights
on a large scale.
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>> What would you like to see more of in future issues?
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>> And finally, don’t forget to visit our
website www.amnesty.or.th

Send all your comments and
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Growth Mobilization Coordinator

Amnesty International Thailand

90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd.,
Jomphol, Chatutak, Bangkok 10900

or email us on membership@amnesty.or.th

Focal Points of Amnesty International Thailand
1. Freedom of Expression (Rights to
participation, Rights to information)

2. Burma lssue

3. Abolish the death penalty

4. Economic, Social and Culture Rights
5. The state of the World’s Human Rights
Reports

“For making this world the better place for all,
Amnesty International encourages everyone to
respect, promote and protect human rights as
enshrined in the Universal declaration of Human
Rights and International human rights law.
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POVERTY AND

HUMAN RIGHTS

By Somchai Homla-or
Chair person of Board Committee

During World War II, millions of people
were tortured or killed. The survivors also suffered
tremendously, from starvation and extreme lack of
necessities. After the tragedy, the international com-
munity agreed that “all human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed
with reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” This agree-
ment became the heart of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights adopted and proclaimed by the
United Nations.

The Declaration emphasizes that human rights
issues must be considered from many angles. After
World War [l ended, a new kind of conflict started
between the Western world and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR). Political ideology influ-
enced each country’s perception of human rights.
The Western world believed that civil and political
rights were key to the well-being of the people. On
the other hand, the USSR focused on providing
material necessities to its citizens, even though
the process might compromise civil and political
rights.

After more than half a century, the Cold War
ended with the collapse of the Soviet Union, and
big adjustments in the Western world. It proved
that no single aspect of human rights is most im-
portant —to say so, would be a lie to the world. The
truth is welfare and freedom cannot be separated.

Poor farmers and homeless wanderers require the
freedom to have an opinion, express their views,
hold a protest, and cast votes in an election to get
government attention and aid. Because of poverty,
citizens often relinquish their power for money,
rendering these freedoms useless

In order to truly understand human rights,
we must start from facts. Unlike unfounded argu-
ments used solely to further politicians’ ambitions,
discussions based on a firm foundation will lead to
progressive results.

Whether a human rights activist or a civilian
fighting for your own rights, you must act. Choose
any aspect of human rights. Some people fight for
farmers’ rights or a place to reside. Some ask for
help eliminating poverty. Some work toward freedom.
Although they are all different issues, the success
of one moves the others forward. All aspects of
human rights are deeply interconnected.
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Parinya Boonridrerthaikul
Executive Director

An old man came from a rural district
for a laborer job in Bangkok, with his children
and 2-year-old nephew. They live in a small zinc
shack, near an under-construction housing de-
velopment. Every day, he and his children wake
up at 5 am to go to work. Heavy lifting is the
only job for which they are qualified, given their
fourth-grade education level. During the day,
his wife stays in the hot and humid shack and
cares for his nephew. The little bit of payment
the old man receives can barely keep the family
alive. The boy’s milk is diluted with water to cut
costs. He is deprived of nutrition necessary for
his growth. The old man’s family is an example
of poverty in Thailand.

In the past, the old man was the head of a
village in the Northeast. He was highly respected
by his people. However, he and the villagers were
forced to relocate when the government decided
to build a hydroelectric dam in the area. Other
than a small amount of compensation from the
government, the villagers did not gain anything
from the dam. The amount of land they had left
was not enough for sustainable farming. They
could no longer reside at the village. They ended
up as laborers, taxi drivers, garbage collectors,
or even homeless people in Bangkok.

Lack of motivation is not the reason why
the old man lives in poverty, and neither is karma.
Poverty is caused by our society’s injustices. The
old man is one of millions of people who are
wrongly accused of being the root of social issues.
Blaming others, instead of taking responsibility,
is a narrow-minded and selfish way to address
problems.

Increasing minimum wage alone will
not put an end to poverty. The people must
be given the rights they deserve. This includes
the right to be treated equally and respectfully;
and the right to have an adequate standard
of living, a sustainable career, a safe place to
live, education and food for their children. The
social issues in our community are caused by a
lack of respect for one another. People with less
authority and fewer opportunities are constantly
taken advantage of. Villagers in rural areas are
an example — they believe their only duty is to
obey government officers without questioning
their motives.
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By Samchaiy Sresunt
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(This article was adapted from Chapter 6 of Mr. Samchaiy Sresunt’s
thesis. He graduated with a Master of Sociology. Now he is a Ph.D.
student interested in interdisciplinary academic, social movements,
and political development. This article is revised version of the thesis
“Poverty in a Capitalized and Globalized World,” funded by the Royal
Golden Jubilee Ph.D=Rregrameof-the Thailand Research Fund.)

2007, the Office of the National
Economic and Social Development
Board reported that only 8.5% of
the population was living in poverty
(Social Data-based and Indicator
Development Office, 2009, online).
However, the income gap, another
important figure, is often overlooked
by legislators. A survey conducted
during the first six months of 2009
shows that the rich earn 9 times
more than the poor (National
Statistical Office, 2009, online).
The average amount of debt of an
agricultural family doubled from
34,859 baht in 1993 to 68,767
baht in 2003. According to the
2003 Census of Agriculture, there
were only 5.76 million farmers (9
percent of the total population).
Of these, b1 percent were farm
workers (National Statistical Office,
2003: 3-4). This information does
not even take into account labor
migration into the city.

In 2009, 62% of Thai fami-
lies have an average of 133,293
baht in debt. The highest-earning
professionals, researchers and
business men receive 48,838
baht per month on average. Farm-
ers, the lowest earning people,
make only 9,073 baht per month
(National Statistical Office, 2009,
online). How can we call Thailand
an agricultural country when the
statistics above illustrate the failure
of agrarian society in our nation?

The decline in the number
of people living in poverty does not
translate to any real progress on
the poverty issue. Many people not
only notice the poverty problem
in Thailand, but also consider
themselves part of the poor. As
an attempt to eradicate poverty
from the kingdom, Thaksin Shi-
nawatra’s government announced
a program to provide support to
poor people who registered. Eight

million people signed up. Among
those, 2.9 million people lived in
poverty (monthly wage of less than
1,000 baht). The remaining 5.1
million people did not live below
the poverty line (Chula Unisearch,
Chulalongkorn University, 2006, p.
1-8), but they considered themselves
poor. This trend of admitting one’s
underprivileged status has been
shown in research of small villages.
These people believe they, and the
majority of their communities, are
poor.

“Development” isa common
excuse the government uses to make
changes. They claim development
is the key to eliminating poverty.
However, the reported number of
poor people does not correlate to
the degree of hardship present in
reality. Many past and present
governments have passed legislation
on poverty-related issues. The suf-
fering of the farmers in rural areas

A



has been mentioned over and over
again. There was the project to fight
poverty by the government of M.R.
Kukrit Pramoj; the plan to create
jobs in rural areas by General Prem
Tinsulanonda’s administration; the
idea of populism introduced by
Thaksin Shinawatra; and the phi-
losophy of sufficient economy sup-
ported by the currentadministration
under Abhisit Vejjajiva. (All of the
mentioned governments can be
regarded as “populist” by the gen-
eral definition used in Thai society,
but Thaksin’s administration fits the
intended meaning best.) Although
the number of poor people is shown
to be declining, the intensity of the
government’s battle against poverty
has been on the rise. Development
and poverty-related problems are
still among the most critical issues
in the country — especially in rural
areas.

Because Thai government
relies on the world market, “de-
velopment” is often required to
keep up with international com-
munities. For a nation to achieve
stability, it must have steady eco-
nomic growth, support from other
nations and domestic public order.
People from underdeveloped rural
areas with high poverty rates are

likely to resist and disobey govern-
mental instructions. Therefore, the
authorities use “development” to
justify their actions and gain con-
trol of those regions by:

1) Labeling villages as un-
derdeveloped and impoverished
peripherals . After that, the au-
thorities can alter the structure of
the communities to be compatible
with the private sector. Using rules
and regulations, the new-found
resources are made available for
the sake of “development” in two
ways: (1) Convincing the villagers
that working with private companies
will increase their income and end
poverty. This allows corporations
to make profits from the rural re-
sources. Establishment of regula-
tions on agricultural products is
an example. (2) Marking rural
areas as underdeveloped and
impoverished regions. Training
programs are implemented to
transform the so-called unproduc-
tive, untrained residents into in-
dustrial and service workers (at a
low wage). Eventually, these work-
ers will be able to meet the chal-
lenging urban demand.
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2) Categorizing villages
based on their standard of living
(progressive, sufficient, and im-
poverished villages) and selecting
local volunteers to work for the
government. Some examples of
the positions are the village health
volunteers of the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health, the agricultural account-
ing educators of the Cooperative
Auditing Department, the distin-
guished farmers recognized by the
Agricultural Land Reform Office,
Thai wisdom teacher award win-
ners from the Ministry of Education,
village committee members and
other administrative positions (e.g.
village chief). These are put in
place to make people feel a part
of the administration, so that they
are more likely to follow new regu-
lations. The selected individuals
are compensated by the govern-
ment for passing along orders and
making sure guidelines are suc-
cessfully implemented.

The two methods mentioned
above are ways to use governmen-
tal influence to manage rural ar-
eas. For many generations, this
administrative structure will enable
the government to control com-
munities at the domestic level,
regardless of how far the villages
are from civilization. This is a
power that is masked behind the
idea of “development”.

In conclusion, development
discourse is a tool used to manage,
control and organize the structure
of authority in Thai rural commu-
nities in order to alter the rural
lifestyle to fit within a capitalized
economy. Despite the common
belief to the contrary, the utilization
of resources in underdeveloped
areas to further our country’s
economy does not lead to improve-
ments for, or foster civilization in,
rural communities.



by Rohit Lokray

DUCATION!
TO FIGHT POVERTY

Amnesty International Thailand Member

Some may argue that the
relationship between poverty and
education is quite a casual one.
But, it has been proven in many
developing regions of the world
that education is in fact a
determinant of economic status.
A demographic region in poverty
is typically characterized by a
general lack of awareness and
technical knowledge or skills. The
problem of poverty can thus be
addressed by provision of
education to such a population
which will in turn aid them out of
their situation.

One of the causes of
poverty is unemployment. Since,
from all types of knowledge,
technical knowledge and skills can
be commercialized most easily,
provision of such knowledge can
bring about stable incomes for the
poor and unemployed. Education
can be provided to capable but
unemployed and uneducated
persons to help build them into
skilled labourers. This in turn opens
windows of opportunities for them
to seek jobs in various industries.
For instance, it can take around
four months to train a person to

operate a gas welding machine.
Post such training, such a person
can compete for jobs in many
manufacturing plants. Once one
enters this line of work, it brings
up possibilities of further
specialization and growth which
in turn would result in better
wages and higher job security
prospects for the future.

General awareness can also
contribute to the prevention of
further people falling into poverty
and is thus just as relevant when
it comes to addressing the problem.



Awareness regarding spending money wisely
can help protect people from losing their hard
earned money. Such as the concept of
self-sufficiency, propagated by His Majesty the
King of Thailand in His Kingdom, has aided a
vast number of people in the country. The
concept teaches one how to spend wisely and
not invest hard earned money into assets or
things that have no real value. Additionally,
awareness regarding government aids and
services for such people can also prove to be
beneficial. Such as micro loans offered by the
Thai government’s People’s Bank which lends
money to aid farmers to boost trade and
stability. For all these reasons, education
regarding general awareness topics is a crucial
factor in the issue of poverty.
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Skills required for globalization of workforce can
also help families come out of poverty. Comparing the
minimum yearly wages for labour in Myanmar, 402
USD, with that of Australia’s, 20,014 USD, makes one
imagine if only the labour in Myanmar could work on
the same job in Australia, then it would benefit them
by a whole lot. Unfortunately there are many barriers,
and one of them is the language barrier. If underpaid
labourers in Myanmar could be trained to speak fluent
English so that they could seek jobs in other countries
such as Australia, it would not only help the families
in Myanmar but also the country as a whole since it
would lead to an increase in foreign investment and
domestic spending.

For all the reasons stated above, education and
awareness can help fight poverty. Rural villagers can
be trained in technical skills at minimal fees and can
then be encouraged to take up various jobs. The
government and other organizations must promote
general awareness to the public through mass media
or other means. Lastly, the government can invest on
building skills in citizens of the country which can aid
them in competing for better jobs around the world.
These are a few methods which can help eradicate
poverty.

However one cannot rely solely on the
government for action. It is important for the citizens
of each country to understand that they too can take
action to help fix this problem. Article 26 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that
“everyone has the right to education”, this right must
be protected. Together mass action can be taken,if
many volunteers group up to give up a few hours of
their precious time each week, one can achieve great
results. Lives can be changed for the better, families
can grow out of poverty, children won't be left to sleep
on empty stomachs and families will have better hopes
for a better future.

Global organizations such as Amnesty
International have movements worldwide protecting
and fighting for human rights. As responsible citizens,
we must acknowledge our duty towards the unfortunate.
One can join Al as a member or volunteer to help
contribute to creating a better world for tomorrow, today.



POOR PEOPLE
OF PRAKATINAGAR

By Patporn Phoothong
Amnesty International Thailand Member

Photo: www.mayaknightO7.exteen.com

| don’t know if it's right to
compare the poverty and discrimi-
nation | witnessed in Nepal to an
onion —a multi-layered vegetable.
Underneath all the layers and
facets of poverty, there is always
extreme hardship at the core.

Prakatinagar is a small
village in Nawalparasi district,
Lumpini province in the Western
Torai of Nepal. Nawalparasi, east
of India’s Uttar, is about six hours
away from Kathmandu by car.

Prakatinagar village isn't too far
from Narayagat, which is a major
transportation hub in Torai. It is not
a tourist destination, so the main
income of the villagers comes from
farming and industrial works.

| believe the soil is quite
fertile here. All the vegetables |
saw looked as healthy and content
as vegetables can be. There were
humongous cabbages, big fat lettuce
heads coming out of the ground,
yellow mustard flowers that filled

the fields with their golden color.
If you have been to Torai area of
Nepal during the winter, you must
have seen the stunning contrast
between golden mustard fields
and red brick houses. There were
also green lettuces, string beans
that had permanently attached
themselves to a goat’s fence, rice
grains bathing in the sunlight,
water buffalos happily munching
away at their food and waiting for
milking time, big and small toma-
toes, and farm-fresh potatoes.



At first, | thought of Prakatinagar as
a utopia. The villagers are farmers
who grow their own rice and vegeta-
bles. They have their own livestock.
Every household always has enough
food. The market is lively during the
day. Houses glow with electricity at
night. When the morning comes, the
women go out to get water from an
outdoor faucet. A little later, when the
sunlight shines through the morning
fog, children with their backpacks
walk to school in small groups.

It was only after | started
making a map of the village, when
| had to walk all over the village,
that | saw the unseen truth hidden
behind the big streets. Those areas
with schools, community forests and
good farming locations all belong to
those in the higher caste, such as
Brahman, and some ethnic groups
(e.g. Newar and Thakuri). Along
the border of the village, next to a
dirt road, the lower caste resides.

No one in Prakatinagar talks
openly about discrimination, not
even the village officials. Yet | still
spotted “low caste” in the village
census. The caste system is so
deeply rooted in their culture that
it is ordinary to the locals. As an
outsider, however, | see lower caste
villagers living on a land covered
with dust with no electricity or
water supply. None of the families
have hygienic toilets, so they use
the nearby forest instead. And
nothing is ever going to grow in
the red, hard soil of the tiny bit of
“farm land” they received from the
village officials.

Time after time, | walked
by this group of houses. | saw little
kids playing in the dirt and their
parents sitting around in their unlit
houses. Not too far away, there was
a general store with soda for sale.
Ironically, Coca Cola is so easy to
find in a place that is so far away
from clean water.

“They are workers for what-
ever you want to hire them for”,
said my translator, who was also
a student at a teaching college.
When | asked about governmental
aid, she simply shrugged. She was
probably tired of my never-ending
guestions about discrimination by
now. At least, | didn’t have to ask
if the kids go to school. You can
see children of all ages walking
around these wrecked houses
during school days.

Okay, they are discriminated
against economically. How about
socially? | noticed one day during
an activity with children in the
village that there wasn't a single
child from the lower caste. When
| asked about it, the answer was a
simple, “they don’'t come”. During
the night of Depawali (the festival
of lights), none of the children
groups sing songs or dance to
lower caste villagers. It might be
that the distance is too long, or that
those poor people can't give them
anything in return. Deep down,
they also know that it is bad luck
to accept something from a lower
caste.

People might say that
discrimination and poverty are
a part of fate. However, to an
outsider like me, they are human
rights violations. As long as these
violations continue, the so-called
“lower caste” people will never get
anywhere. The same poverty and
discrimination will be with them for
many more generations to come.
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Notes

Brahman®, Chetri*, Thakuri*
Magar**, Gurung**, Tamang**
Damai***, Kami***, Sarki***
Newar**

Tharu**, Bhote**

Kumal***, Musulman***

* = higher caste

** =ethnic groups. Magar, Gurung,
Tamang, Tharu and Bhote are
considered lower caste. Newar
is in the higher caste, but is still
lower than Brahman, Chetri, and
Thakuri.

**= untouchable




POVERTY: AN ILL-FATED
OR A MAN-MADE REALITY?

By Sutharee Wannasiri, Campaign Coordinator of Al Thailand
and Sirada Khemanitthathai, Al Thailand Volunteer

Photo: Assembly of the poor submitted recommendation to the government on 16 Feb 2009

On one fine evening, | met
and discussed with Mr. Baramee
Chaiyarat, a well-known social
activist who has long been working
for his fellow brothers whose rights
are deprived. He has played a
supportive role for “the Assembly
of the Poor,” the powerful network
of grass-roots movement in Thai-
land. The key element of the
movement is the network-building,
collaborative working, and the
unity of ordinary poor people.

What is your
definition of poverty?

Baramee: Poverty could mean
“the structural poverty” which we
addressed earlier in the 2000 Pak
Mun Declaration. | am specifically
talking about the Poor who are
deprived of power, equal opportunity,
and fundamental rights. The state
of people living with little money
has existed long time earlier;
however, they had been living in
that condition with dignity, with
the ability to manage their
community resources. After the
imposition of state development
projects to the rural communities,
they are forced into poverty. The
people have lost power, opportunity,
basic rights and the ability to



manage their community natural resources. The
lack of material possession is only a symptom of the
decease not a cause. Structural poverty, lack of
power, lack of opportunity and lack of rights are
exactly original roots of the problem.

How poverty involved with human
rights?

Baramee: Of course!! “Wherever there is poverty,
where there are human rights violations” for exam-
ple, those who have been living in the forest for many
long times without legal rights to land ownership.
Then those areas are announced as preserved for-
ests and national parks and those who live there are
accused of encroaching on forests. This act forces
them to lose their power and opportunity since they
cannot get any title documents due to the unilat-
eral decision of government. They also have no
chance to determine which areas are agricultural or
national park areas, while the government always
finds the way of eviction and developmental restric-
tion. Power in natural resources management is
taken away, reflecting a violation because their lives
depend on these resources. When the forests are
not accessible, they are pushed to buy some food,
but without enough money they get into debt. Pov-
erty, therefore, is only a symptom of the problem.

Poverty is profoundly related to
“power” in our soclet¥, so how can
we solve this problem?

Baramee: The poor must be empowered to make all
become equal without privilege and several standards.
The problems have to be solved in many ways by
true distribution of power to community for their own
management and decision; otherwise it is
fundamentally a human rights’ violation. Government
should not regulate everything, but should give more
chances and support them to become owner of
community.
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However, some elites usually think
it is impossible that local people who
are illiterate can participate in de-
cision-making. and

Baramee: Everyone, including government, does not
know everything. How can a district officer or doc-
tor offer assistance about farming or fishing
rather than farmer and fisherman? No one knows
everything, so brainstorming among varied group of
people are very important. The ideas and attitudes
must be changed by believing that people are the
owner of country and government officers are just
supporters and servants, not lords.

Why it is necessary for students to
support the poor access to funda-
mental rights?

Baramee: The poor lack of educational opportunity
to study in university or high-quality school. The
educational quality is so much different between in
urban and rural areas. Government has invested
enormously in school and university, but its budget
comes from exploitation against rural people or the
poor to construct and support many education
building. All students should realize themselves
that they can grow up by gaining an advantage over
the others and have more opportunities than the
poor. Therefore, students should be in service of
the poor whose resources and opportunities have
been taken away.

Once the conversation had ended, | recalled
the speech of Nelson Mandela, the first president
of South Africa. The speech was given at Trafalgar
Square, London in 2005.

“But in this new century, millions of people
in the world’s poorest countries remain imprisoned,
enslaved, and in chains. They are trapped in the
prison of poverty. It is time to set them free. Like
slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is
man-made and can be overcome and eradicated
by the actions of human beings.” To fight against
poverty is not a charity or a social work, but a process
of refusing the injustice which many people are
confronting to assure that all have rights to live with
dignity and freedom.



PUSHED IN‘T&
POVERTY &

From WIRE, actionzine for activists and |nternat|onal members
August/SeptMrbeT‘ZUIO_Volume 40 Issue 004 ‘

The indigenous guarani-kaiowA
PeoPle are Paying a high Price for BraZil’s

economic growth. it is costing them their
lands, their rights and their culture.



Thirty-three Guarani-Kaio-
wa families of the Laranjeira
Nanderu community, including
around 85 children, are living by
the side of the B-169 highway in
Brazil's Mato Grosso do Sul state,
atthe edge of their traditional lands.
The families are refusing to leave
despite threats from armed
security guards, hired by the
landowner. They have no running
water or adequate shelter, the area
is frequently flooded and their
camp is teeming with insects and
leeches.

The community was
evicted on 9 September 2009 from
the traditional lands they had
reoccupied in 2007. The Federal
Police, which oversaw the eviction,
told the landowner that the
community would return to collect
their remaining belongings,
including the straw roofs that they
needed to rebuild their shacks.
The landowner, however, burned
the families’ houses and all their
belongings. Without the straw roofs,
the community are now living in
shacks covered with sheets of black
plastic, in temperatures of more
than 30°C. They are now threatened

once more with eviction from the
highway agency.

Brazil is home to more than
700,000 Indigenous People,
including the majority of the world’s
uncontacted tribes; more than 200
Indigenous groups, speaking over
180 different languages. Traditional
lands are of central importance to
their identity and their social,
cultural and economic wellbeing
— a fact acknowledged by the
government-coined term “Indian
is Land”. Yet for hundreds of years,
Indigenous People in Brazil have
been driven from their lands —
a process that continues to this
day. The consequences are
devastating. Without their lands,
Indigenous communities have been
pushed into a life of poverty. Many
have become easy targets for
discrimination, exploitation and
violence.

That so many Indigenous
cultures and ways of life have
resisted centuries of such abuse
of rights is a testament to their
capacity for survival. Since the
1990s, the growth of autonomous
Indigenous organizations has

enabled Indigenous Peoples to
become protagonists in their
struggle at the local, regional,
national and international level in
new and dynamic ways.

Pockets of
Poverty

Although Brazil has become
a major world economy in the last
three decades, the country’s
economic growth and new-found
wealth has bypassed millions of
people living in poverty. Nowhere
are the disparities more apparent
than among the country’s
Indigenous Peoples. According to
official figures, over a third of
Indigenous People in Brazil live in
extreme poverty.

The Guarani-Kaiowa and
the Nhandeva are by far the
largest Indigenous groups living in
Mato Grosso do Sul state. The
south of the state is home to some
of the poorest and most densely
populated Indigenous areas of the
country. Impoverished rural
communities are surrounded by
large cattle ranches, soya and
sugarcane plantations. While in
overcrowded urban reservations
malnutrition and illness thrive.

According to the 2009 report
on Brazil by the UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights and fundamental
freedoms of indigenous people,
Mato Grosso do Sul “has the
highest rate of indigenous children’s
death due to precarious conditions
of health, access to water and food,
related to lack of lands.”



Amnesty International Acronym

English Acronym
A4A
AF

Al
AIDOC
AIR
AMR
APB
ARABAI
ASA
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CAP
CAT
CDEOP
CFDF
CF

ENGLISH

Art For Amnesty

Action File

Africa Program

Annual General Meeting

Amnesty International

Amnesty International Documentation
Amnesty International Report
Americas Program

Action Planning Bulletin

Amnesty International Arabic Publishing
Asia Program

Business and Economic Relationship
Country Action Programs

Campaign against Torture

Cultural Diversity and Equal Opportunities

Policy

Chairs and Directors Forum

Chairs Forum

Chairs Forum Steering Committee
Cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
Campaign Program

Civil and Political

Comprehensive Action Plan

Country Research Work

Critical Strategic Initiatives

SLUMDOG
MILLIONAIRE

Poverty is one of the
world’s biggest problems. Many
organizations are trying to solve the
problem, especially in developing
countries and the Third World
countries where there are millions
of people pushed to poverty and
hunger, and they have to fight to
the last for the basic needs.

Slumdog Millionaire
shows an uneducated boy from
a Muslim slum in Mumbai, India
who becomes prominent in the
country due to his unexpected
talent of answering the absolutely
complicated questionnaires of
game show “Millionaire”. Until
just before the last question, he
is in jail suspected of ‘cheating’
because there is no one, even a
doctor, lawyer or any other hon-
ored occupations, who can pass
through the questionnaires. So, it
Is impossible that the Muslim boy,
who is only a coffee waiter at call
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centre, has talent and knowledge

enough to win these absolutely
difficult questions.

This movie seems like an
originally Indian movie (and also
modified from a novel by a famous
Indian writer, Vikas Swarup), but
it is truly and English movie, di-
rected by Danny Boyle. He is an
extraordinary English director who
modified the novel to become a
profoundly impressive story of
one boy who has been fighting
poverty. And this movie also has
a little drop of romantic odour
“True love never dies”, that all
audiences deeply appreciated.

Although the movie is
doubt as heard immensely about
its attitude that it reflects the white
people’s eyesight looking down
the Third World (in this case, it
means India which is attempting to
show its potential in world stage)
by beholding the difference as
unusual, dirty or pitiful thing.
Nevertheless, we cannot deny
that there are many poor people
fighting poverty and whoever raises
this issue, it should be mentioned
as a very true story, even though
it is sometimes mentioned as
heroic or overly-optimistic story.

By Chayanin Tiangpitayagorn
Amnesty International Thailand Member
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WENDY & LUCY

(KELLY REICHARDT)

Poverty is not reserved only
for the Third World, you can be
pushed to poverty although you
were born in the world’s most
developed country if you are as
unlucky as ‘Wendy’ an American
girl.

She lives alone with ‘Lucy’,
a female dog which is her only
best friend. Wendy has saved
enought money to buy a tum-
bledown car, and she started
to travel, depending her life on
fortune, to begin her new life in
Alaska because there are canned
fish factories. Her life becomes
worse immediately during the
long-distanced journey since her
car breaks down and she is also
charged for stealing at mini mart
because she wants to feed Lucy.
(And she is condemned “if you
have no money to feed your dog,
so it is no need to look after it.”)
To clear all the problems. Wendy
spends so much time and has
to pay all the money in her life
for the fine of the lawsuit and for
dragging her car to the garage.
Moreover, her dog disappeared
unmarkedly.

Wendy is not only
‘unfortunate’, but she is under
the condition that she cannot solve
the problems due to the social
regulations written by ignoring
this kind of people and press her
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like a fly. Her payment, both in
repairing her car and for paying
the fine for not reporting to the
court, is wasted. She cannot find
any jobs to earn money because
she has no address and telephone
number. (She is just a traveler,
why she should have?) She also
fail to contact any government
sectors.

This movie shows the
most painful and darkest side of
poverty which taken place not
due to the individual laziness, but
due to the system that excludes
some people from the advantages
and pushing them to become the
poor. The poverty deeply hurt their
throughout life more than one’s
imagine.
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“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.

Hint: Article 1 of Universal Human Rights Declaration
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Amnesty International Thailand
would like to invite you to join our Shop
Share Change network. We will publi-
cize participating products both on our
website and at our activity sites. We will
also display products at the Amnesty
International Thailand Club(nextto our
office and will be launched next year).
Please consider becoming a part of this
special project to offer unique pricing
and/or discounts to the members of
Amnesty International Thailand.

SHOP SHARE CHANGE is Network
Group who aware of Environment,
Labor, Health and Society

Shop Share Change propose

1. Constructing cooperation
network among producers, consumers
and non-profit organizations whose works
are based on an awareness of labor,
environment, health and society

2. Consumers are able to
comfortably buy products which display
an awareness of health, labor and the
environment with fair prices.

3. Producers who have an
awareness of justice, environment and
health are able to have more chances
to market their products.

Product Label “Awareness”

The Label “Awareness” is a badge

attached with the product to remark that
itis produced with “awareness of labor,
environment and health”
Therefore, buying the products with
“Awareness” will be a part of helping
other people and our world. The prices
of these products may be little higher
than normal.

The principle of our trade

1. Itisthe “Social Action” besides
the complementary donation by sup-
porting the products produced from the
organizations which are aware of justice,
environment and health to let them survive
sustainably and honorably.

2. Producing process must be
friendly for producers and labors who
should receive fair earnings to respond
the necessities of today’s socio-economy
and environment, and also enhance their
standard living in the future.

3. To help inferior producers be
able to reach the market. We emphasize
local production and support value of local
products which can make community gain
more advantage by shortening the trade
chain. Producers can sell the products with
higher price than general price mechanism.

4. To create and campaign for an
awareness to consumers and by linking
producers with the consumers that make
consumer acknowledge the social justice
and the way of taking action to justice.

For producers
You can contact us to join this network and
accept the following principles.

- Labor justice

- Environmental awareness

- Health care

For consumers
When you are Amnesty International
Thailand members you will be shop share
change members automatically, members
will receive information and discount of
the network’s products (bass on term of
discount of each products). The informa-
tion about network products will be sent
to you again!

PS. Amnesty International Thai-
land Members Card will be reaching you
by next year.
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER

The category(Subject)
of weekly email
sends to members

- Al Press Release or Al News Release is an
e-mail sent out statements; press release,
news release from Amnesty International
then Al Thailand will send out for translation
and send to members then

- Al Thailand Update is an e-mail sent out for
updated of Al Thailand office

- Al Thailand Invite is an email sent out for
public relations and event invitations of Amnesty
International Thailand’s activity

- FW mail is a forward email from other
organization (workshop, training, seminar
etc.) And members need to contact directly
to the organization by themselves if you are
interested in the activities of the organization
and Al Thailand will give you only the reference
letter that you are members of Al Th.

- FW news an e-mail about news of human
rights from other sources. This indicates they
did not represent the standpoint of Al.

Activities
for members

- Light up Night (the night of Human Rights),
open area with band members and other
interested parties to talk. Discussion or other
activities. Related and linked to human rights
issues and situations in society. And to work
together to find solutions and ways to solve
the problem.

-Human Rights Film “Film Party by Amnesty
International Thailand” in collaboration with
partners such as educational institutions,
cultural centers and art institutions between
countries. Screenings will be held the movie
rights from Thailand itself. And movies from
various countries. As well as films that reflect
or criticism. To provide members and other
interested parties are aware of the situation
and living in various lands. With Han’s Nest
Am. Firmly believe that Getting to know life is
the same or different. Will lead to the getting
to know. Understanding and self-respect.
Mankind and the environment.

-Human Rights Trip is open to members and
those interested in learning principles, such as
knowledge of human rights through the life of
the people and communities (e.g., traditional
fishing communities, communities in historic
areas, and ethnic communities). Members and
other interested parties wishing to experience
real situations and share their learning with
the community to lead to understanding the
situation and be a part in the campaign to
claim back their community.

Members can see what update in Al
Thailand activities at www.amnesty.
or.th, Amnesty International Thailand
fan page at www.facebook.com
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