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DF Directors Forum IONWOIUOE8MS
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DV Domestic violence AOUSUIISDIUASOUASD

ECA Europe and Central Asia Program Iwunglsula:ioBenald .
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EDAI Editorial Amnistia International dgunviulvaienansidumuailu
EDSG Executive Deputy Secretary General soviausMsikey

EFAI Edition francophones d’Amnesty aunouivaionansidumunwsoiAa
International

EGM Extraordinary general Meeting misUs:sudalny

ESC(R) Economic, social and cultural (rights) anBMYIASUTND abAUla:dCUUSSSU
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“Everyone has the rights to life, liberty and security of person.”
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LIU XIAOBO’S EMPTY CHAIR HOLDE
MORE THAN THE CHINESE REALIZE

BY Salil Shetty
Secretary General of Amnesty International.
Amnesty International won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977

AMMNEST

EREAT TN

There is going to be one empty
place at this year's Nobel Peace
Prize awards ceremony. Amongst the
pomp and circumstance, before a
packed house of a thousand invited
guests and dignitaries gathered for
the century-old event, the chair of
this year's recipient, Liu Xiaobo,
will be vacant.

Liu Xiaobo would have sat on the
podium alongside the members
of the Nobel Committee in Oslo’s
cavernous City Hall as he was
honoured for his long and non-
violent struggle for fundamental
human rights in China. He would
have given a speech, accepted his
medal and diploma and continued
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his call for peaceful legal and political reform in China. He would
have posed for pictures, given interviews, briefly enjoyed the glow
of international recognition and then he would have gone home.
Instead, Liu Xiaobo is in jail. He is serving an 11-year sentence
for “inciting subversion of state power” for his part as the leading
author behind “Charter ‘08", a manifesto calling for the recogni-
tion of fundamental human rights in China. Liu has consistently
maintained that the sentence violates both China’s own constitution
and basic human rights, but, like many others in China who have
chosen to speak out, he has been severely punished.

Nobel rules require the winner or his or her immediate family to
personally accept the prize. Liu’s enforced absence means that
for the first time since 1938, the peace prize will not be awarded
at the ceremony. His wife could have collected the award for him,
but she has been detained by Chinese authorities and is currently
under house arrest in Beijing. Dozens of others who wanted to
attend the ceremony have also been detained or forbidden from
leaving China.

The Chinese Government may see this is as a victory, but they
would be mistaken. Despite a campaign of intense political pres-
sure, intimidation and threats, they have not defeated Liu Xiaobo
or the Nobel Committee. Because while the other chairs in the
packed hall on the day of the awards ceremony will each hold
only one person, Liu Xiaobo's empty chair will hold much more.
It will hold the thousands of political prisoners and prisoners of
conscience currently languishing in Chinese jails or under house
arrest, victims of prosecution and persecution simply for having
the courage to voice their views. People like Tian Xi, caught in a
legal loophole and facing possible indefinite detention after bat-
tling for compensation after being infected with HIV and hepatitis
following a blood transfusion as a child. Or Zhao Lianhai, serving
a two-and-a-half-year sentence for seeking justice for babies
made ill by tainted powdered milk. Or Chen Guangcheng, a blind
human rights activist kept under unofficial house arrest after
serving a four-year prison sentence for his involvement in a legal
action against forced sterilizations and abortions carried out by
the authorities on thousands of women in the Shandong province.

It will hold the memory of China’s attempts to
sabotage this year’s award with political pressure,
arm twisting and economic blackmail used to try
and intimidate the international community into a
boycott of the ceremonies. The fact that, despite
the pressure and threats, the Chinese could only
cajole a handful of countries, reflects the unac-
ceptable nature of their demands. Governments
and international institutions must continue to
resist this type of arm-twisting.

On the 60th anniversary of Human Rights Day,
China’s actions will help to focus the world’s at-
tention on its abysmal record on human rights. The
millions forced to leave their homes as a result of
the massive construction projects. The outrage of
Tiananmen Square. The abuses in Tibet. And the
on-going persecutions of the Falun-Gong.

It is curious that such a powerful nation as China
should feel so threatened by just one man. The
truth is that Liu Xiaobo is more than just one
man. He represents the ideals of the Nobel Peace
prize and the hopes and aspirations of millions of
Chinese who are currently silenced by the crushing
weight of the Chinese government.

The Chinese government may have succeeded
in keeping Liu Xiaobo's chair empty, but, in his
absence, that chair speaks volumes.
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The chaos in our country in the past few years, or what
is commonly referred to as the “Color War” has made
many people wonder to where the new generation has
disappeared. We see the involvement of people of the
old generation, activists from the 14th October, 6th
October and, May incidents; others are the old politi-
cians, bureaucrats and soldiers who seem to be taking
control of the situation. Some have even concluded that
the political activism, which was once provoked and
defined from within universities, has moved to villages
in the rural area.

This note of sarcasm, although true in many ways, can be
proven wrong under close analysis of the situation where
we can find many teachers, students and new gradu-
ates who have been constantly reacting to the conflict.
Some have chosen sides, while others have engaged
seriously without placing themselves on either side of
the conflict. Often in situations with such polarity, the
latter group is a target of criticisms by both parties. |If

we look closely at the newer means of communications,
for instance Facebook, it is seen that there are quite a
number of “active citizens” from the new generation.
These people have expressed their opinions, attitudes
and critiques to the situation, although the comments
are sometimes emotional, superficial and show a lack
of analysis. Sometimes, even harsh words and abuses
are used, while there is a fine line between private and
public for areas such as Facebook.

As a matter of fact, the youth today are not very much
different from the youth of the 14th October or 6th October
incidents forty years ago. The youth are filled with heat
and they look at situations with emotions and beliefs.
On one hand this is a drawback, but on the other hand
it is a positive point because this heat endlessly fuels
the engine of change and movement.

The problems in the society today-- exploitation, selfish-
ness, deterioration of society, injustice, truth, violation
of human rights and lack of democracy--were caused
by the adults. However, adults tend to blame the youth
when, in reality, the youth are merely a reflection of the
problems caused by adults, not the creator of those
problems in any way.

The way humans react to the environment, especially
the social environment, can be in both creative and
destructive manners. This reflects the paradoxical
characteristics that exist in all humans: unity and disa-
greement, the good and the bad, the dark and the light.
Young people have the ability to perceive and react very
quickly. The reactions that are expressed can be either
good or bad. The important thing is that young people
can learn quickly and have the eagerness to build the
future society or world, because it will be their world
where they will live for a certain time.

The way to allowing young people to learn right from
wrong, to go on creating our beautiful green world,
is to let them interact socially by thinking, speaking,
and acting. What they think, speak and do may not be
always right since they are still young. How else can
young people learn right from wrong without the liberty
to think, speak and act?



The situation

If we look closely at social problems
that occur in the world, especially in
Thailand, we will discover one universal
truth. This is the fact that all problems
arise from poverty and structural
injustice that is buried in all aspects
on Thai society. Many children from
poor families are deprived of educa-
tion; even though the state has free
school policies, yet these children do
not get to study. This is because they
cannot afford to pay for other expenses
like clothing, books and equipment.
Many children also need to help their
families earn money, by selling flowers,
newspapers, etc. Many children end
up in the prostitution industry and are
influenced into selling drugs, as the
Thai society very well knows.

It is undeniable that the failure of the
rural agricultural region encourages
farmers to grow lots of rice in order
to get lots of income, while eventually
causing a loss for farmers who have little
knowledge of the marketing system.
These things are parts of the reasons
many Thai people need to leave their
fields, head to the big city and end up
as low paid laborers. This is clearly
seen in the construction industry,
where workers are taken advantage
of by the stakeholders, project heads
and even the state. They end up with
minimum wage that is barely enough
for three meals for their families.
Many business men, especially in
the industrial zone have used the
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villagers’ misery to their own benefit.
Many factories overuse their workers
for the given pay, others force child
and immigrant labor while these work-
ers do not have the rights to demand
anything from their employers. This is
seen in the example of a giant sports
footwear factory that used child labor
and made big news in the past.
The sex industry also tries to take ad-
vantage of these opportunities. Agents
send young girls into the villages to
trick other girls in order to work in
“easy and high paying” jobs. Many
girls fall for this and many willingly
become prostitutes because they need
to feed their families. Some come into
the city to start small businesses like
food vendors on carts but they cannot
obtain the capital. They then depend
on illegal loans with high interest;
when they cannot pay back, they are
harassed by illegal debt demanders
who do not even fear the law.

So what can we do?

Most people usually think that solving
society issues are in the hands of those
responsible, be it government units
or nongovernmental organizations.
However, we all can be a part of the
campaign to fix these problems. This
can be done by starting with ourselves:
energy conservation, proper use of
resources to reduce global warming,
reduce using goods from high pol-
luting factories and factories that use
laborers illegally and with injustice.
We need to look for information by
following related news agencies; this
may include becoming members of
nongovernmental organizations to
supportthem. For instance, one could
join and support Greenpeace, to in-
crease their funding for environmental

campaigns. One could support the
children’s foundation to allow them to
work for violated children. We could
support the consumer’s foundation to
facilitate organizations to effectively
demand justice for consumers that
have been violated. There are many
other units that are ready to accept
us as a part of them, whether to join
their campaigns or for financial sup-
port, to make our society a good one,
one without violations and injustice.

Social investment

Supporting social organizations, whether
in terms of physical or financial sup-
port is a kind of a social investment.
Amnesty International Thailand is
one such organization that has long
promoted human rights in the society.
Our members are the major driving
force for our campaigns and activities;
they financially contribute a yearly
membership fee, which is used for
further promotions and campaigns.
When Amnesty tries to look for new
members, it is not merely for the
money; what is more important is the
social force of the new generation that
is expressed by being a member. Each
baht that we receive is considered a
social investment by the members, to
mould to society into a better one in
the future, without all kinds of human
rights violation. The money that you
support us with at charity events, is
not only a merit made by you, but is
a social investment that can indeed
make our society a better one.
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“CHANGING THE WORLD”

From Al@50 Foundation story

“If these feelings of disgust all over the world could be united into
common action, something effective could be done.”

In 1961, British lawyer Peter Benenson
ignited a worldwide campaign, shone
a spotlight on the world’s forgotten
prisoners, and lit a candle of hope
that still burns today. Appeal for
Amnesty 1961 was launched with the
publication of an article in the British
newspaper The Observer. Learning of
the imprisonment of two Portuguese
students, who had raised their wine
glasses in a toastto freedom, moved
Benenson to try to turn a reader’s
“sickening sense of impotence” into
a belief that change is possible. His
words were prophetic. “Something ef-
fective” has been done. The world has
changed. Amnesty International —as

the organization became known — has been taking action, and empowering
others to do so, for 50 years. The original campaignh has grown with each
success to become a worldwide human rights movement now with 2.8 mil-
lion members, activists and supporters, all committed to changing our world.

Over 50 years, Amnesty International has helped develop and draft
international,regional and national human rights law — such asthe UN Op-
tional Protocol on Child Soldiers and the Convention on Enforced Disappear-
ances. Our pressure and lobbying paved the way for the establishment of
an International Criminal Court. Years of intense campaigning, with powerful
partners, has resulted in a UN commitment to draft a treaty to regulate the
Arms Trade. And as country after country decides to stop executing people
Amnesty International was at the heart of the coalition that convinced the
UN to vote for a global moratorium on the death penalty. “What matters is
not the rights that exist on paper ... but whether they can be exercised and
enforced in practice.”
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Every day, around the world, some-
one is directly affected by our work:
the accused, given a fair trial; the
prisoner saved from execution; the
detainee who is no longer tortured;
the activists freed to continue their
defense of human rights; the school
children, learning about their rights in
the classroom; the families escorted
safely home from refugee camps; the
ex-child soldier, burning his uniform;
the policemen and women taught how
to keep public order, without caus-
ing public terror; the marginalized
communities marching to demand
an end to discrimination; the father,
whose “disappeared” son’s body is
finally returned; the battered woman
whose government finally outlaws the
abuse she faces every day.

CHANGE
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And the leader, who presided over
the rape, torture and slaughter of his
opponents, who stands in the dock,
finally called to account.But until every
person can enjoy all their rights, the
candle will continue to burn. It will
burn until all human beings can live
in dignity; until no one is penalized
for their thoughts, religion,gender,
conscience, sexuality or place of birth;
until no one istortured, kidnapped or
disappeared.The members, activists,
supporters and staff have worked
globally and locally, with institutions
and individuals. As well as helping
develop international law, for example,
they have been instrumental in free-
ing hundreds of individual prisoners.

In the organization’s first year it
published a book called Persecution
1961 telling the stories of nine men
and women from differentparts of the
world, of varying political and religious
outlooks, whowere imprisoned for
expressing their opinions. It described
how the efforts of Angola’s leading
poet, Agostinho Neto, to improve
the health services for his fellow
Africans fell foul of the Portu-
guese authorities. Political Police
marched into his house,had
him flogged in front of his fam-

ily and then dragged away to
the Cape Verde Isles where he
stayed without charge or trial.

It revealed the fate of Constatin
Noica, the Romanian philosopher,
who was sentenced to 25 years in
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prison because his friends and pupils
continued to visit him to discuss phi-
losophy and literature, when he had
been banned.And it portrayed the
history of two white men persecuted
by their own race for preaching that
other races should have equal rights.
Ashton Jones, the 65-year-old minister,
who was repeatedly beaten-up and
three times imprisoned in Lousiana
and Texas; and Patrick Duncan,
the son of a former South African
Governer-General, who, after three
stays in prison, was forbidden from
attending or addressing any meeting
for five years.

The world may have changed, axes
shifted, but the experience of thein-
dividual has remained at the heart
of Amnesty International’s work. An
individual's experience of life, of the
violation of their inherent rights, always
was and always will be the organiza-
tion’s starting point.

In the 50 years since the students’
toast to “freedom” the Prisoner of
Conscience is joined now by many
other Prisoners: of Poverty, of Fear,
of Conflict, of Discrimination and of
Violence. Change their future. Change
your future. Change our world.




VOLUNTEERISM HARDER

THAN EXPECTED

Scoop from the Light up night activity on November 13, 2010:

Volunteerism harder than expected,

by Juthamas Srijaroen, Sakorn Kunpul and Thidarat Doungkong

Amnesty International Thailand Intern

If we talk about the success of those in the
volunteer field, many will think of “Nuring Sombat
Boonngarmanong” or more commonly known as
“spotted editor.” Sombat is the webmaster of many
pro-social websites and former chairman of the board
of the Mirror Foundation. He does a lot for society, be
it as a foundation president, special teacher, webmas-
ter, writer, but most prominently of all, as a volunteer
who is ever ready to help people and does everything
wholeheartedly, which lead him to the success he has
today.

Sombat said about volunteering “Volunteer-
ing requires flexibility and simplicity. Living simply
means eating easy and being simple. We need to
prepare our hearts for situations and we have to try
to do the most work possible. Making a decision of
what to do or what not to do depends on your role
and the situation of the problem along with seeing the
big picture of the problem. We have to do all that we
can because volunteering requires participation and
it is important to be able to think of others. In order to
participate in the society we must learn to put ourselves
in their situations, not just think of them as others.
When humans think of others as something different
from us, they will be destructive and indifferent. It is
dangerous when you are forced to be something you
are not. Therefore you have to find a connection that
makes the problems your own and not just “theirs.”

Volunteering with units or groups may not be
difficult, but the heart that is ready to help needs to
be open and wide. A devoted mind that aims to work
for others or the society requires three components:
Volunteers need to offer, act and take responsibilities
for their actions.

Becoming a volunteer isn’t easy because
volunteering is a task that requires the heart more
than the head, while most other work only targets
the head. This means that one must open their heart
and not only work from their thoughts; volunteers
need to have a devoted heart. The means of com-
munications are not at the intellectual level, they are
at the subconscious level. We need to realize that we
have an inner means of communication, for example
when we feel eerie and get goose bumps. Your body

is not your thought; it is not your intelligence, but your body talks
and communicates with the environment. When you encounter
problems and you sense them, you start to perceive the existence
of those problems. When you realize your subconscious mental
mechanism, a connection or bond is built on the basis that you
are one with that problem and are related to it. The means of
communications is not by talking, but by communication and you
link yourself with that problem while realizing the connection.

“When you open up...you will feel pain. It is the pain of
those problems and you can no longer stay still. Deal with that
feeling by volunteering.”
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MYANMAR SHOULD FREE ALL PRISONERS
OF CONSCIENCE FOLLOWING AUNG SAN
SUU KYI'S RELEASE

From Amnesty International Press Release

13 November 2010

Photo: http://www.carabao2524.com

Amnesty International today welcomes
the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, but
calls on the government of Myanmar to
immediately release all of the prisoners
of conscience in the country.

Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s best-
known prisoner of conscience, had spent
more than 15 of the past 21 years under
house arrest. She was one of more
than 2,200 political prisoners, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, currently
being held in deplorable conditions.
“While Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's release
is certainly welcome, it only marks the
end of an unfair sentence that was il-
legally extended, and is by no means a
concession on the part of the authorities”,
said Amnesty International’s Secretary
General, Salil Shetty. “The factremains
that authorities should never have ar-
rested her or the many other prisoners
of conscience in Myanmar in the first
place, locking them out of the political
process”.

The Nobel Peace laureate had been
detained since 30 May 2003 after
government-backed thugs attacked
her motorcade in Depayin, killing an
unknown number of people, and injuring

scores. Thiswas the third time she was
held under house arrest, having been
previously detained from 1989 to 1995
and from 2000 to 2002.

“This time the authorities must ensure
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's security”, said
Salil Shetty.

“It is high time the government of
Myanmar put an end to the ongoing
injustice of political imprisonment in
the country, while the international
community—including China, India,
ASEAN and the UN—must act together
to prevent Myanmar from abusing its
legal system to penalize peaceful op-
ponents. The release of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi must not make them forget
other prisoners of conscience”.

There are more than 2,200 political
prisoners in Myanmar still held under
vague laws frequently used by the gov-
ernment to criminalize peaceful political
dissent. They are being held in grim
conditions, with inadequate food and
sanitation. Many are in poor health and
do not receive proper medical treatment.
Many were tortured during their initial
interrogation and detention, and still risk
torture as a punishment at the hands of
prison officers. Amnesty International
believes the vast majority of those held
are prisoners of conscience who are
being punished merely for peacefully
exercising their rights to free expression,
assembly, and association.

Many of those still being held took
part in the 2007 Saffron Revolution,
sparked by protests against sharp fuel
and commodity price rises. In the
past three years, hundreds of political
prisoners have been moved to extremely
remote prisons, restricting their ac-
cess to relatives, lawyers and medical
care. Reports of torture and other
ill-treatment are rife. The International
Committee of the Red Cross has been
denied access to prisons in Myanmar
since December 2005.

Background

Just two weeks before her detention
order was due to expire in 2009, Aung
San Suu Kyi was again arrested and
charged with violating the terms of
her house arrest. On 11 August 2009,
after a trial widely condemned by the
international community, she was
sentenced to three years’ imprison-
ment, which was later commuted to
18 months’ house arrest.

Her release comes just six days after
the first general elections in Myanmar
in 20 years, which were held against
a backdrop of political repression.
Aung San Suu Kyi's National League
for Democracy party won the majority
of seats in those 1990 elections, but
were prevented from taking power by
Myanmar military leaders who have
controlled the country for decades.

Amnesty International is also calling
for the release of all prisoners of con-
science, including:

Former student leader and pro-
democracy activist Min Ko Naing, 47,
serving a prison sentence of 65 years
for his partin demonstrations in 2007.
U Gambira of the All Burma Monks
Alliance (ABMA), sentenced to 63 years
for his part in monk-led demonstra-
tions in 2007.

U Khun Htun Oo, 67, chair of the
Shan Nationalities League for De-
mocracy (SNLD), sentenced to 93
years’ imprisonment for disagreeing
with the government’s plans for a new
constitution. He suffers from diabetes
and high blood pressure.

Aung San Suu Kyi won the Noble
Peace Prize in 1991.
Amnesty International won the Noble
Peace Prize in 1977.




THE VOICEA

LET'S SEE WHAT OUR INSIDERS
THINK ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS.

“ Everyone can define their own
way of life freely, without impeding and
violating other people’s rights.”

“You may say I'm a dreamer, but
I’m not the only one. | hope someday.
You'll join us, and the world will live as
one (Imagine byJohn Lennon © 1971,
1999 Lenono music (admin. by EMI
Blackwood music Inc.)”

“The process of overlooking
our differences and see the value of
humanity within each other.”

“Human rights are like love;
everybody has it, yet it's easily taken
away. We must fight to get it back.”

“Let’s start by not looking down
at others.”

“I think of Amnesty International
as working for and realizing the equality
in human rights. Every person deserves
the value and integrity of humanity
because we are all born with it.”

“Each of us is like a different
flower in this world. We each have our
own beauty and inner value. So, why
should we humans try to compare
ourselves when each of us are not the
same. Even if we're not number one,
everyone is special and important in
their own way”

“Human rights are those that
everyone in the society equally has. It
comprises of freedom and liberty, which
cannot be taken away from us.”

“Human rights are necessary
for all humans in order to get protection
for appropriate survival, security, and
the ability to develop themselves to a
better level.”

“We might think that human
rights are something new, but in reality,
we cannot separate human rights from
the quality of life in our society and daily
lives.”

“Human rights is not social work.
Human rights is not an act where one
person pities another. Human rights is
not when the rich help the poor. But,
human rights is the rights which every
human being has in an equal manner.
It does not matter where the person is
born, the community that person belong
to, or which kind of family the person
is borne into. Therefore, refugees,
urban poor, workers, or farmers would
have rights equal to the Prime Minister,
politicians, or the establishments. Since
human rights is a component which
everyone has since they are born and in
an equal manner, those in power cannot
use any excuse to violate human rights,
to treat its citizens in a discriminatory
manner, or disrespect human rights.
Such acts are something that cannot
be done and are contradicting to the
very principle of human rights.”
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* | will not look down on people who pro-
vide services for me. | will treat them with
respect and politeness.

* | will urge the government to guarantee
that every child has a right to acquire
nationality and citizenship.

* | shall not discriminate based on race,
appearance, sex, language, religion or
political opinion.

* | will treat migrant workers, refugees,
asylum seekers in the same manner as
any local person.

* | will not be a part of domestic violence
and help others out of it too.

* | will make sure that my children are
provided with basic education and I'll try to
make the same happens for other children.
* | will volunteer for human rights work at
least twice in year 2011

* | will not give money to child beggars,
but organizations that could actually make
a difference in their lives.

* | will be more open to opinions of others
and defend their freedom of expression.
* | will tell my children and their friends
about human rights.

* | will take part in campaigns urging the
government to respect, protect and fulfill
human rights of its people.
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YOUCANT

11 RESOLUTIONS
FOR YEAR 2011

By Harshpreet Kaur Anand
Amnesty International Thailand
Volunteer
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1) Design and print a postcard dealing with a specific action
or campaign. Reproduce many copies of this card and have
them signed by members of the public.

2) Get in the News! Write a letter-to-the-editor on an issue
that particularly interests you, or even write a feature article
for your local or school paper. You could also write feature
stories or news releases for events that you or your group
undertake. Check out Media 101 for more information.

3) Design signs or stickers that people can place in the front
window of their house, on their car, or on their school note-
book declaring support for the UDHR and human rights. You
may even wish to relate these to a current Amnesty campaign
or theme.

4) Design and print campaign bookmarks that can be handed
out at local bookstores and libraries.

5) Hold a mock funeral or “die-in”. Conduct these events in
silence and have information ready to distribute to onlookers.
Carry coffins in a procession or lay motionless on the ground
as symbolic victims of human rights abuses. A speaker could
address assembled onlookers and explain why these people
have died.
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From WIRE, ACTIONZINE by AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Years of campaigning by the Dongria Kondh and
other Indigenous communities who described the proposed
mining project as a threat to their survival. Amnesty Inter-
national joined the campaign in mid-2008 and published
adamning report in early 2010 documenting human rights
abuses and violations of the law. Six months later, an Indian
government report, which came to similar conclusions,
formed the basis of the government’s decision to axe the
mine. Plans to expand an alumina refinery in Lanjigarh,
at the base of the hills, have also been put on hold. The
refinery has been linked to water and air pollution and has
blighted the lives of local communities.
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AXED IN INDIA

The Indian government found
that the proposed bauxite mining pro-
ject had already extensively violated
forest and environmental laws and
would perpetrate further abuses. There
finery expansion plans were found to
be illegal. The ruling was a blow to the
companies involved- a subsidiary of
UK-based Vedanta Resources and the
state-owned Orissa Mining Corpora-
tion—who were behind the proposal
to mine the Niyamgiri Hills.

Amnesty International worked
with the Dongria Kondh communi-
ties to challenge the environmental
clearance granted for the mine at an
appeals tribunal; more than 30,000
Amnesty International members wrote
to the Indian authorities while the
organization engaged in talks with
the company. Amnesty International’s
campaign and advocacy helped to
stall the mining and refinery expan-
sion plans for several months before
the ultimate decision was made.

A Dongria Kondh leader told
Amnesty International: “After years
of struggle and visits by committees
our voice has finally reached Delhi.”



SLOVAKIA
SECOND-CLASS
STUDENTS

From WIRE, ACTIONZINE by AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
October/ November 2010 Volume 40 Issue 005

Romani children in Slovakia
are segregated from the rest of their
classmates and taught a reduced
curriculum in special classes. The
consequences reach far beyond the
school gates, leaving roma excluded
from higher education and trapped
in low-paid jobs.

Jakubis 16 years old and lives
in Plaveck. Stvrtok, a village 20km north
of Bratislava in Slovakia. He finished
elementary school in a special class
for children with “mild mental disabili-
ties” after being transferred out of his
mainstream class in grade five. Until
then, Jakub had been acknowledged
by teachers as an excellent student
and even received a scholarship for his
achievement. But Jakub is Romani,
like all the other children who attend
the special class.

Jakub was sent for special
needs assessment following an argu-
ment with a teacher. His parents were
not informed beforehand about his
assessment or transfer to the special
class. During his time in the special
class, he studied a significantly reduced
curriculum, at least two years behind
that of his old class, effectively stunting
his education and future prospects.
He says of his experience: “What they
did to me [at school] was nasty... They
made an idiot out of me. | was one of
the best pupils in fourth grade.”

Jakub’s case is not exceptional.
Almost half of the Romani pupils in
Plaveck. .tvrtok’s elementary school
are taught in de facto Roma-only
special classes, as are thousands
of other Romani children across
Slovakia. In several districts, Romani
children attend ethnically segregated
mainstream schools and classes that
also operate reduced curriculums. In
regions with large Romani populations
at least three out of four special-school
pupils are Roma; across the country as
awhole, Roma represent 85 per cent
of children attending special classes.
Yet Roma comprise less than 10 per
cent of Slovakia’s total population.

Within Slovakia’s education
system, entrenched anti-Roma atti-
tudes have led to situations in which
Romani children from kindergarten
onwards are sometimes literally locked
into separate classrooms, corridors or
buildings, separated even at lunch-
times to prevent them from mixing
with non-Romani pupils.

The denial of Romani chil-
dren’s right to an education free from
discrimination deprives them in the
longer term of a wide range of other
human rights, including the rights to
health, work and freedom of expres-
sion. They are effectively excluded
from accessing many public services,
and from full participation in Slovak
society.



Slovakia’s mainstream ele-
mentary-school system is ill-equipped
and education professionals are often
unwilling to provide the additional sup-
port that pupils from different ethnic
and social backgrounds often need.
For many Roma, Slovak is not a first
language. Cultural differences and
high levels of poverty among Roma
mean that they often need additional
language, pre-school or classroom
assistance. When these needs are not
met, many Romani children fall behind
and are transferred out of mainstream
education — either to special classes
in mainstream schools or to dedicated
special schools.

In Slovak law, social disadvan-
tage is categorized alongside mental
disability in assessing pupils for special
educational needs. In a context where
Roma are invariably viewed as socially
disadvantaged, the system effectively
predisposes Romani children to be
identified as having special needs. It
also entrenches their disadvantage
for life by effectively equating poverty
with mental disability.
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Diagnosis of special educational
needs in Slovakia involves a complex
assessment process, administered by
a network of school advisory centres,
which takes little or no account of
Romani children’s cultural, linguis-
tic and socioeconomic differences.
Communication skills are assessed
in Slovak only, for example.

Additionally, decisions to
place children in special schools are
often made at the age of entry into
compulsory education, a practice
which some child psychology experts
in Slovakia consider to be too early.

Romani children are also commonly
placed in special education after a
single intelligence test lasting 90 min-
utes or less. Slovak and international
mental health experts and educational
psychologists have indicated, however,
that one-off assessments should not be
used to determine such placements.

In order for a child to be
placed at a special elementary school
or class, the parents have to give their
consent. This is often presented by the
authorities as an important safeguard
against incorrect placement. However,
Amnesty International is concerned
that the decision by, or agreement of,
Romani parents to place their children
in a special school or class is often
taken without adequate information.
Romani parents are often unaware
of the impact of special education on
their children’s future prospects. They
also feel that the prejudice and lack of
support their children experience in
mainstream schools mean that they
would be better off receiving a lesser
education in a friendlier environment.
(To read more about this issue, please
log on to www.amnesty.or.th)



Amnesty International Acronym
FromD - G

English Acronym ENGLISH

DAWG Decision making and accountability
working group

]I Director dialogue

DF Directors Forum
Directors Forum Steering committee
Death penalty
Domestic violence
Europe and Central Asia Program
Editorial Amnistia International
Executive Deputy Secretary General

Edition francophones d’Amnesty
International

Extraordinary general Meeting
Economic, social and cultural (rights)
EU European Union
EU or AIEU EU office /association
FAP Finance and Accounting Program
FCC Financial Control Committee
FGM Female Genital Mutilation
FIF Fundraising Investment Fund
FMP Facilities Management Program

GAP Gender Action Plan

GIGs Global Impact Goals
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Solve the crossword below! You'll find article 3 of Universal
human rights Declaration hidden in this crossword (Forward
and downward). It’s one of the thirty rights that every hu-
man being has!

X C VDBUDIKTILI KTHETDI RWIUOPIL
E VERY O0ONZEY UFATFDTI)I QG J K
Z ¢C VI BNMG HTTI S O0UPTULIKJ H F S
R 6 H G J UI KLV DADTTUZ®OZPKY
T F G H BTIJ S WRUGHSDGIJ NT CTCH
Y ERTOGHJJ BNMTCVATFSUDTFB
U RFBGNWUHMIJIJMTLIBERTYKTILTF
u a wTYZERTLTIUINMBTE CXUDWAOQE
|l R HY K1 D SWRFGHIJTZ S WRD
o Mm NP BV C X Z AETFDYANUDYRYV
P RS ECURITYXWRGYNUDITDMEZED
F EQ RT I Z X Q@ S F G HJ KLADG I
HWDSPIKASUDTFSGHUDARTMHIDMU
b a woT F1Ll2Z2ZCV XCVHA AR SUHTFY]Y
S HTNNMBVC X Z S FHIJ KTLDTRT

Hint: Article 3 of Universal Human Rights Declaration
“Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”
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A Long Way Gone :
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
By Ishmael Beah

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah“From the
little innocent boy who did not even dare
to kill a pig to feed himself to survive,
brainwashed to a cold blooded soldier
who looks at his victims in the eye before
ruthlessl cutting their throats and shoot-
ing them at close range.”

Ishmael talks about his own
experience from his painful memory of
having to face the civil war at the age of
twelve, and brainwashed into a soldier
by the age of thirteen. The war between
the RUF rebels and the dictator govern-
ment caused Ishmael to separate from
his family and end up the leader of child
soldiers. The story of Ishmael reflects
the image and feelings of an unstable
mind of a child lost in the chaotic state
of war. The difficulty of facing images
of violence and the war lead him to be
rescued out and sent to a rehabilitation
camp by UNICEF in Freetown, the capital
of Sierra Leone, where he adjusted back
to being a normal child in a normal soci-
ety. Eventually he migrated to New York
and became a children’s rights activist
for UNICEF with the task of making the
world realize the issue of “child soldiers”

SILVI PARTY

Schindler’s List

Main Actor :

Liam Neeson, Ben Kingsley,
Ralph Fiennes

Director : Steven Spielberg

“Schindler’s list is based on
true events that took place during
the World War Il. It tells the story of
Oskar Schindler, the savior of Jews
during the holocaust. The movie dates
back to the beginning of World War 1
during which Germany was invading

other countries and cleansing out Jews within Germany itself and its
colonies. This film reflects the timeless significance of human rights;
racism and discrimination, the violation of life and limb, violation of
the rights of children, women, the elderly and the crippled, labor
rights, the rights to safety and security, rights to property and freedom
of expression.

The Dreaming Vendors

Main Actor : Ebong Shaupno Jatree
Film Maker : Ahmed Abid

A documentary film by Ahmed Abid, on the issues of cross
coastal trafficking, economic migration and lack of human security
and issues of cross coastal trafficking, economic migration and
lack of human security and issues surround the Rohingya ethnic
vulnerable group. The dreaming vendors depict an extra ordinary
horrific journey of Kamal and Fazlu,

their sufferings and the struggle
for survival who only endeavored
for a better life in the backdrop
of lack of human security.
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We change campaign
T-shirts

by Maan Comely, We change

It started from us wanting to
do a campaign on “we can change
the world everyday.” We wanted this
idea to spread around via horizontal
campaign which is passing on the
message to another activist. Of
course brochures come into play but
T-shirts are more useful in that we
wear them, and are popular among
the majority. The first design was
the “we change” shirt. If you are
a real fan, you will know that “we
change” shirts have both front and
back designs. The front design was
made 3 times where the back design
was made twice (in case you want
to get a lottery). It took a while for
the current in place design to come
out. There seemed to be many criti-
cisms about the extensive text on the
T-shit which is a good thing because
it's likely to be read. We eventually
named it “the readable T-shirt.”

Just by wearing a campaign
shirtin your daily life, you can become
an activist. How simple.

In the beginning we made
them for members and volunteers.
We then thought about the sustain-
ability of the T-shirts; they should be
able to survive without funding sup-
port from the project, so we started
selling them. So we went to the
“unity factory” since we knew them
and wanted to support their cause.
Although the rates were higher, we
can proudly say that our shirts do
not oppress the labour force.

Change it”
" forward’

So more different kinds of
shirts kept coming out, going along
with the causes of each campaign. For
example, “no TV today,” “live slowly
today,” “no buying today” shirts. All
shirts would have saying on the back
that people can enjoy reading. The
messages were not too short or long
with real ways to live life differently.

The processes of making shirts
start from coming up with an event to
create a fun “change the world” atmos-
phere. We would pick challenging, fun
and exciting topics, then come up with
slogans like “Turn on life, turn off TV,”
after which the text would be designed
on the shirt. We commented on the
design, taking everyone’s opinions
into consideration; sometimes the
deadlines were very close. After that,
we send the design to the factory to
get them done. We would choose the
fabric and colour. After the shirts came
out, we sometimes distributed them,
sometimes sold them. The number of
shirts increased with the increasing
number of events, some people even
collect these T-shirts!

Currently “We Change T-shirts”
are parts of the Shop Share Change
network. The products are labeled “Sai
Jai” or “We Care” to let consumers
know that these products were pro-
duced with concern of labor justice,
environment, health and society.

You can take a look at the
“We Change” T-shirts at http://www.
wechange555.com and you can order
these cool T-shirts at Khun Supattra
Thaneewan (Took) 089-790-6790
10% discount for Amnesty Interna-
tional Thailand members!
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER

Amnesty International
Thailand would like to extend
gratitude to all the members for
your participation and kind sup-
port throughout the year. Our
work cannot be successful without
everyone’s participation.

We'd like to appreciate the
following members who celebrated
Human Rights Day (Dec 10) by
sticking balloons sent by Amnesty
International Thailand in front of
their houses.

Khun Anurak Malikun,
Khun Khatiya Jamratsopin,
Khun Amnuay Polha,Khun Vee
Chaimanowong, Khun Phong-
sak Booncheun, Khun Piyarat
Parnmee, Khun Arrat Chamnion,
Khun Ratchada Arpornsilp, Khun
Ahmed Abid, Khun Harshpreet
Kaur, Khun Kosin Taisa and Khun
Kitti Netwong.

A prize, Al Thailand Diary,
was posted to them.

Lastly, Amnesty Interna-
tional Thailand would like to wish
all the members a very happy and
prosperous new year 2011.




S N A P S H 0 TS INUANNIWNDNSSL
IGOUWNUDMEU-SUNAY 2553




FREEDOM 21




	ปีที่ 1 ฉบับที่ 2-2553
	v1 issue 2-2010

