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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 2012
THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S HUMAN RIGHTS




The Amnesty International Report 2012 documents the state
of human rights during 2011. In five regional overviews and a
country-by-country survey of 155 individual countries and
territories, the report shows how the demand for human rights
continued to resound in every corner of the globe.

Millions took to the streets of their towns and cities in a mass
outpouring of hope for freedom and justice. Even the most
brutal repression seemed unable to silence the increasingly
urgent demands for an end to tyranny as people showed they
were no longer willing to endure systems of governance that were
not built on accountability, transparency, justice and the
promotion of equality.

Resistance to injustice and repression took many forms, often
inspiring acts of enormous courage and determination from the
communities and individuals facing seemingly insuperable
obstacles. In the face of indifference, threats and attacks, human
rights defenders pursued legal challenges at the national and
international level to long-standing impunity and endemic
discrimination.

This report reflects an approach to tackling human rights abuses
that is informed by both the challenges and the opportunities for
change. As Amnesty International moves into its sixth decade, this
report bears witness not only to the plight of those living in the
shadow of human rights violations, but also to those who continue
to be inspired to action by the principle of human dignity.

PAST IT ON:

When you've reading FREEDOM
please pass it on to others so they can
learn about Amnesty International and
the vital work we do.

THIS IS YOUR
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU LIKE IT

Have you acted on what you’ve read?

Have you shared the information with anyone?

What would you like to see more of in future issues?

Do you have photos or articles that you would like
to share with other members?

And finally, don’t forget to visit our website
www.amnesty.or.th

SEND YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS TO:
FREEDOM

Growth Mobilization Coordinator

Amnesty International Thailand

90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd.,

Jomphol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

Email: membership@amnesty.or.th

EDITOR IN CHIEF: Parinya Boonridrerthaikul
EDITOR: Sineenart Muangnoo
ENGLISH EDIT: Adisai Daengdej, Ryan Weller
CONTRIBUTING: Pakamas Khamcham,
Naowarat Suasa-ard, Trin Khumsap, Sutharee Wannasiri
DESIGN: Chonrada Narawasinchai

COPYRIGHT CREDIT: Amnesty International Thailand

FREEDOM: The magazine from Amnesty International
Thailand for Supporter and Members of Amnesty
International Thailand,

90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd., Jomphol, Chatuchak,
Bangkok, 10900

Telephone: +66 2 513 8745, 513 8754

Facsimile: +66 2 939 2534

Email: info@amnesty.or.th

Website: www.amnesty.or.th
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmnestyThailand
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 2012

> REPORT 2012: NO LONGER BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR TYRANNY AND INJUSTICE
STRONG ARMS TRADE TREATY NEEDED AS UN SECURITY COUNCIL INCREASINGLY R —
LOOKS UNFIT FOR PURPOSE THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S HUMAN RIGHTS

> REPORT 2012: FACTS AND FIGURES

> REPORT 2012: THAILAND AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION BY THE STATE

> SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

> AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 2012 LAUNCHED IN THAILAND

| AMNESTY CORNER

Power of the Pen group
‘ ‘ Your little letters and cards are like bombs when they drop
into the offices of ministers and government officials. When
the cards and letters arrived into our barracks they were like
rays of sunshine. We need the sunshine... Please keep up
your work for Amnesty International ’

—~
@\ — - Sanar Yurdatapan, former prisoner of conscience in Turkey
/ﬁ\

MEMBERSHIP CORNER

Introduction Field Staff Officer,
Rights Education and Action Campus Tour Project (RE ACT project )

T2 8

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012
“ONE MORE VOICE”

ONE MORE

SNAPSHOTS

Amnesty International Thailand activities on April — June 2012

Wl AGM [ 2012 [Tateet



Salil Shetty holds up Annual Report. © Amnesty International
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NO LONGER BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR TYRANNY

AND

INJUSTICE STRONG ARMS TRADE TREATY

NEEDED AS UN SECURITY COUNCIL INCREASINGLY
LOOKS UNFIT FOR PURPOSE

The courage shown by protesters in the past 12 months
has been matched by a failure of leadership that makes
the UN Security Council seem tired, out of step and
increasingly unfit for purpose, Amnesty International said
as it launched its 50th global human rights report with a
call for a strong global Arms Trade Treaty later this year.

“Failed leadership has gone global in the last year, with
politicians responding to protests with brutality or indifference.
Governments must show legitimate leadership and reject
injustice by protecting the powerless and restraining the
powerful. It is time to put people before corporations and
rights before profits,” said Salil Shetty, Amnesty International
Secretary General.

The vocal and enthusiastic support for the protest
movements shown by many global and regional powers in
the early months of 2011, has not translated into action.
As Egyptians go to the polls to vote for a new president,
it looks increasingly as if the opportunities for change
created by the protestors are being squandered.

“In the last year it has all too often become clear that
opportunistic alliances and financial interests have

trumped human rights as global powers jockey for
influence in the Middle East and North Africa,” said Salil
Shetty. “The language of human rights is adopted when
it serves political or corporate agendas, and shelved when
inconvenient or standing in the way of profit.”

A failure to intervene in Sri Lanka and inaction over
crimes against humanity in Syria — one of Russia’s main
customers for arms — left the UN Security Council looking
redundant as a guardian of global peace. The emerging
powerhouses of India, Brazil and South Africa have too
often been complicit through their silence.

“There is a clear and compelling case for the situation in
Syria to be referred to the International Criminal Court for
investigation of crimes against humanity. The determina-
tion of some UN Security Council members to shield Syria
at any cost leaves accountability for these crimes elusive
and is a betrayal of the Syrian people,” said Salil Shetty.

Amnesty International Report 2012 documents specific
restrictions on free speech in at least 91 countries as well
as cases of people tortured or otherwise ill-treated in at least
101 countries—in many cases for taking part in demonstrations.
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“Protestors have shown that change is possible. They have thrown

down a gauntlet demanding that governments stand up for justice,

equality and dignity. They have shown that leaders who don’'t meet

these expectations will no longer be accepted. After an inauspicious

start 2012 must become the year of action,” said Salil Shetty

“Ousting individual leaders — however
tyrannical — is not enough to deliver
long-term change. Governments must
uphold freedom of expression at home
and abroad, take international responsibilities
seriously, and invest in systems and
structures that ensure justice, freedom
and equality before the law.”

The UN meeting to agree an Arms
Trade Treaty in July will be an acid test
for politicians to place rights over
self-interest and profit. Without a
strong treaty, the UN Security Council’s
guardianship of global peace and
security seems doomed to failure; its
permanent members wielding an
absolute veto on any resolution despite
being the world’s largest arms
suppliers.

“Protestors have shown that change
is possible. They have thrown down a
gauntlet demanding that governments
stand up for justice, equality and dignity.
They have shown that leaders who
don’t meet these expectations will no
longer be accepted. After an inauspicious
start 2012 must become the year of
action,” said Salil Shetty.

Other global developments highlighted
in Amnesty International Report 2012:
e Highly repressive states including
China threw the full weight of their
security apparatus into the suffocation
of protest. There was no improvement

in North Korea’s horrific human rights
situation.

e In sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle
East and North Africa

uprisings resonated strongly with people
— but excessive force was used against

protesters in countries from Angola to
Senegal to Uganda.

° Social protest gathered strength
in the Americas, frequently bringing
people into confrontation with powerful
economic and political interests.
Activists were threatened and killed,
including in Brazil, Colombia and
Mexico.

e |n Russia, civic activism grew and
the country saw its largest demonstrations
since the collapse of the Soviet Union,
but opposition voices were abused and
systematically undermined.

e  There was no sign of significant
change in countries such as
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. This
year’s Eurovision Song Contest host,
Azerbaijan, suppressed freedom of
expression and sixteen prisoners of
conscience are still behind bars for
raising their voices in 2011.

e  Violence followed South Sudan’s
vote for independence but the UN

Security Council — along with the
African Union’s Peace and Security
Council — again failed to condemn
abuses including indiscriminate
bombardments by the Sudanese
Armed Forces, or the Sudanese
government’s closure of affected
states to humanitarian organizations.

e |nthe Middle East and North Africa,
as the uprisings occupied world

attention, other deep-seated problems
festered. Iran’s government was increasingly
isolated, tolerated no dissent, and
used the death penalty with an

enthusiasm only outstripped by China,
while Saudi Arabia cracked down on
protestors. Israel maintained its

blockade of Gaza, prolonging the
humanitarian crisis and continued to
expand illegal settlements in the West
Bank. Palestinian political organizations
Fatah and Hamas targeted each
other’s supporters; lIsraeli forces and
Palestinian armed groups mounted
tit-for-tat attacks in Gaza.

e Myanmar's government took a
pivotal decision to free more than 300
political prisoners and allow Aung San
Suu Kyi to contest elections. An
escalation of conflict-related human
rights violations in ethnic minority
areas, as well as continuing harassment
and detention of activists, however,
suggested limits to the reform.

e Trends included abuses against
Indigenous communities in the
Americas as drives to exploit resources
intensified; worsening discrimination
in Africa over people’s sexual orientation
or gender identity; increased
xenophobic rhetoric from some
European politicians; and increased
vulnerability to terrorist acts in Africa
by Islamist armed groups.

e Progress included the global trend
towards abolition of the death penalty;
the erosion of impunity for past abuses
in the Americas; and landmark steps
towards justice in Europe with the

arrests of General Ratko Mladi¢ and
Croatian Serb Goran Hadzi¢, to face
trial for crimes committed in the
1990s wars in former Yugoslavia.



REGIONAL TRENDS IN 2011

Amnesty International Report 2012 gives a summary of the state of
human rights in 135 countries and territories worldwide.

EUROPE AND
CENTRAL ASIA

There was some progress in tackling impunity
for past human rights violations, yet some security
forces and military in the region continued to use
torture and to carry out extrajudicial executions and
enforced disappearances.

Human rights defenders and journalists
across Latin America and the Caribbean
faced violence, threats and even death.

THE AMERICAS

Indigenous Peoples across the region struggled to

Thro
defer
intim
Turki
facec

have their rights recognized, including land rights.
Corporate interests frequently took precedence over
Indigenous land rights.

Migrants passing through Mexico continued ]

Anti-government protesters took to the streets
across Africa. Security forces responded with
violence, including shooting at demonstrators
with live ammunition. In most cases, those
responsible for the violence were not held to

to be theatened, raped and killed. account.
\\
Gender-based violence and violations of the sexual and Armed conflicts and violence caused untold suffering -
reproductive rights of women and girls remained countless deaths in Cote d’Ivoire, eastern Democr
Serious concerns. Republic of the Congo, Somalia, South Sudan anc

Sudan. Few perpetrators were held to account.

Journalists, human rights defenders and poli
opponents carried out their work under t
of harassment, arbitrary arrest, detentic

violence and even murder.




At least 1,500 refugees and migrants, including

pregnant women and children, drowned trying

to enter Europe by sea. The EU turned back

boats, rather than preventing deaths. Italy

deported many Tunisian arrivals, and countries

including France and the UK refused to
L resettle Libyan migrants.

ighout the former Soviet Union, human rights
ders and journalists were frequently harassed,
idated and beaten. In Kazakhstan,

nenistan and Uzbekistan, government critics
| unfair trials and harassment.

J

Minority groups including migrants, Roma people
and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people faced widespread discrimination.

Anti-government protests in Azerbaijan
and Belarus were met with violence
or outlawed altogether, and organizers
were imprisoned. Protesters faced
violence in Russia.

,

/Freednm of expression was restricted as \
states silenced poets, journalists, bloggers
and critics. Internet use was curtailed
and new restrictions were sought on
social media in India. Thousands of

Ll 2 dissenters were held in North Korean
E L prison camps. Internet use was
— curtailed; Thailand imposed lengthy
g 2 \_sentences for critics of the royal family.
=L o [Religious and ethnic minorities frequently faced\
—L" =C discrimination. In Pakistan, two politicians
P E ‘7’ were assassinated for challenging the use
=T o =T of blasphemy laws. The Ahmadiyya
L community were discriminated against in
2 =T Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan
= \and elsewhere. )
e =
E' o Torture and other ill-treatment was
r— = reported in a number of countries,
—_— including China and North Korea.
Popular uprisings brought down long-standing regimes. v /
Protesters and dissidents were met with violence :
and repression. Little attempt was made to bring Migrant workers faced exploitation
perpetrators to justice. by recruiters who exposed them to
human trafficking and forced labour.
— In Egypt, Libya and Tunisia, thousands of poelitical
and prisoners were released and freedom of expression was
Jtic expanded. However, abuses seen under the previous
| regimes continued, including torture, excessive use of force
against demonstrators and restrictions on free speech.
tical Across the region, long-standing discrimination
Treat against women, minorities and migrants, remained
n, prevalent. Executions, which occurred chiefly in ﬁﬁmggm

Iran, Irag, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, increased.
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2011 SAW A WORLDWIDE PATTERN OF PROTEST.
DESPITE RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION IN AT LEAST

91 COUNTRIES, fooxtomiesmeers, -

THE AIRWAVES AND THE INTERNET

TO DEMAND
MANY GOVERNMENTS
RESPONDED WITH VIOLENCE,
PEOPLE WERE TORTURED AND
OTHERWISE ILL-TREATED

IN AT LEAST

101 COUNTRIES

IN MANY CASES FOR TAKING PART [N
ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS ARMED OPPRESSIVE STATES,
RATHER THAN ESTABLISHING JUSTICE AND SECURITY.

1 500,000 PEOPLE

DIE EVERY YEAR M | |.|.| UNS MORE ARE

WHEN WE BEGAN CAMPAIGNING AGAINST
y THE DEATH PENALTY IN 1977,

oNLy 16 COUNTRIES Hap aBoLISHED caPITAL
PUNISHMENT IN LAW FoR ALL cRIMES. TobAY 141 COUNTRIES
ARE ABOLITIONIST IN LAW OR PRACTICE.

so &

ENLS
Sistes o sckeumert e ot onasve— TURN OVER FOR A SUMMARY OF OUR KEY CONCERNS
aretcrlcocumented i fumn [N EACH REGION AND FOR MORE FACTS AND FIGURES CHANGE

1 specific
fghs voatons dung 2011, Allgeehicsare N THE DEATH PENALTY AND GLOBAL ARMS TRADE. IS POSSIBLE.
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THE DEADLY GLOBAL ARMS TRADE

IN JULY 2012, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL WILL CALL FOR A STRONG ARMS
TRADE TREATY TO PREVENT WEAPONS BEING TRANSFERRED TO COUNTRIES
WHERE THEY ARE LIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES, WAR CRIMES OR POVERTY.

HERE’'S WHY: AT LEAST
55 ARMED GROUPS AND
GOVERNMENT FORCES
o use CHILDREN AS SOLDIERS
i east 00 % of OR AUXILIARY TROOPS,
"F‘ HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ACCORDING TO THE UN.

DOCUMENTED BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
HAVE INVOLVED

SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS.

%39 COUNTRIES
PUBLISH NATIONAL REPORTS

ON TRANSFERS OF
CONVENTIONAL ARMS.

THE DEATH PENALTY

IN 2011 WE MADE PROGRESS ON ENDING THE DEATH PENALTY —
BUT THERE IS STILL MORE WORK TO DO:

CHINA

& EXECUTED THOUSANDS
S OF ITS CITIZENS
Y —1TDID NOT MAKE PUBLIC THE TOTAL NUMBER.

21 OF THE WORLD’S

198 COUNTRIES

CARRIED OUT EXECUTIONS —
DOWN BY MORE THAN A THIRD
FROM A DECADE AGO.

AT LEAST

JPUBLIC EXECUTIONS
2 18,750 PEEQE%E ¥ WERE sr:%\ ﬁEmG CARRIED OUT IN
AT ?nEEN ETNEnNgFEzEE.DEMH NORTH KOREA,
SAUDI ARABIA AND
SOMALIA.

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million |  ngex. POL 10/003/2012 English
supporters, members and activists in more than 150 countries and
territories who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights. May 2012

Our vision s for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the | Amnesty International

. . ' . . International Secretariat
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international e

h ights standards.
AMNESTY S Lonton W23 GO

INTERNATIONAL We are independent of any government, political ideology, economic |  United Kingdom

interest or religion and are funded mainly by our membership and
public donations. amnesty.org




SELECTED INTER

HUMAN RIGHTS T

> |nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

> (first) Optional Protocal to the ICCPR
> Second Optional Protocal to the ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty

> |nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

> Optional Protocal to the ICESCR (not in force)

> Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
> Optional Protocal to CEDAW
> Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

> Optional Protocal to the CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict

> |nternational Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
> Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment of Punishment
> Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture

> |nternational Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance

> Convention relating to the Status of Refugee (1951)

> Protocal relating to the Satus of Refugees (1967)

> Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954)
> Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961)

> |nternational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members

of their Families
> Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court



FREEDOM 11

NATIONAL

*state is a party

o signed by not yet ratified
- state became party in 2011
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) 3 Internal armed conflict

In keeping with past trends, the majority of those killed
in the internal armed conflict in southern Thailand were civilians;
more than half were Muslims. Insurgents increasingly used bombs
and improvised explosive devices that targeted civilians or harmed
them in indiscriminate attacks. Such attacks were partly designed
to spread terror among the civilian population. Security forces also
continued to commit human rights violations in their
counter-insurgency efforts.

h 3 Impunity

For the eighth consecutive year, no official or member of
the Thai security forces in Thailand’s three southern-most
provinces was convicted of committing any offences involving
human rights violations. This was due in part to Section 17 of
the Emergency Decree, which remained in effect there (excepting
one district) since July 2005. The decree provided immunity from
prosecution to officials who commit such acts in the course of
their duty. No one was brought to justice for the death of 85
Muslims at the hands of authorities in the Tak Bai district of
Narathiwat province in October 2004; or the death in custody
through torture of imam Yapha Kaseng in March 2008 in Narathiwat.

*On 10 August, a court in Narathiwat sentenced
Sudi-Rueman Mah-Leh to two years in prison for providing false
information to officials inquiring into a case he had filed against a
police officer who had allegedly tortured him. His conviction was
based on the fact that the police officer and five of his colleagues
were acquitted.

The Department of Special Investigation concluded that
security forces were responsible for at least 16 deaths during the
April-May 2010 anti-government demonstrations. Their cases
were sent to the Office of the Attorney General to consider a
submission to a court for inquest. No one was charged with those
or any of the other 79 deaths].

> Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression continued to be suppressed,
primarily through the lese majesté law (Article 112 of the
Criminal Code), the Computer-related Crimes Act, and
intimidation of the media. Most of those detained, charged, and/
or sentenced under the laws were prisoners of conscience. On

ANNUAL REPORT 2012

THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S HUMAN RIGHTS

» Y Thailand

1 December, the government inaugurated the Cyber Security
Operation Centre to suppress cyber crimes, particularly offences
against the monarchy committed on social media websites.

) 3 Refugees and migrants

Following statements earlier in the year by the National
Security Council’s Secretary-General and the governor of Tak
province, indicating that refugees from Myanmar would be
repatriated, the Thai government pledged during its Universal
Periodic Review to uphold its international obligation not to return
people to countries where they faced persecution.

Thailand’s refugee population grew, and third-country
resettlement continued. By the end of the year, nearly 150,000
refugees lived in nine camps on the Myanmar border. However,
for the fifth consecutive year, the government did not activate its
procedure for screening asylum-seekers, so nearly half the
camp-based population was unregistered. Authorities discouraged
aid organizations from providing food and other humanitarian
assistance to this population. Asylum-seekers continued to be
arrested, detained indefinitely, and deported or repatriated to
countries where they were at risk of persecution.

During extensive flooding in Thailand beginning in
August, immigration authorities and police arrested, deported,
and extorted money from many migrants who lost their
documentation in the floods or whose employers had withheld it.
Migrant workers who returned to the borders without passports
were often intercepted at immigration checkpoints, and in the
case of workers from Myanmar especially, arrested and detained.
Deportation — sometimes at night — generally followed, during
which some were extorted of funds either directly by Thai
authorities or with their knowledge.

) Death penalty

There were no known executions. However, Thai courts
handed down 40 death sentences in 2011, a modest drop from
the average of approximately one per week over the past several
years. Death row prisoners continued to be shackled in leg irons
throughout their detention, despite a 2009 court decision, still
under appeal, declaring it illegal.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR ACTION BY THE STATE

Amnesty International calls on the government;

Legislation restricting freedom of expression

o To amend the lese majeste law so that it complies with
international law and standards, including by abolishing the
provision that allows a citizen to report another citizen for
alleged violation of the law and to suspend the use of the lese
majeste law pending such amendments;

o To end censorship of websites on the grounds of
upholding the lese majeste law;
o To cancel any allegations against Miss Jeeranuch

Preamchaiporn, online news editor, about any comments are
posted in the website, and to cancel any allegations against
others that are accused because they want to express their
opinions calmly and peacefully.

The death penalty

o To immediately establish a moratorium on executions
with a view to abolishing the death penalty;

o To commute without delay all death sentences to terms
of imprisonment;

o To enact legislation abolishing the death penalty and to
ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights.

National security legislation

o To reform or repeal emergency legislation that does not
comply with Thailand’s obligations under international human
rights law, in particular legislation restricting the right to freedom
from arbitrary detention, freedoms of expression, association and
peaceful assembly, and freedom of movement;

o To stop arbitrary arrest and detention and to ensure that
all detainees are brought promptly before an independent judicial
authority which is competent to determine the legality of their
detention.

Torture and other ill-treatment

. To reflect in domestic legislation the provisions of
the UN Convention Against Torture, in particular by expressly
criminalizing torture as defined in that Convention;

o To investigate all reports of torture and other
ill-treatment by military officials and others with a view to
bringing to justice those responsible for such acts. Internal
armed conflict in Southern Thailand

o To carry out prompt and impartial investigations into
all reports of violations of international human rights and
humanitarian law and to prosecute those responsible,
irrespective of rank, in proceedings which meet international
standards of fairness;

o To end any support and subsidizes for the purchase
of small arms and to enforce laws regarding the possession of
firearms.

o To make major amendments to the martial law or
repeal it in its entirety.
o To use the Emergency Causes in accordance to the

law and international human rights standards,

in particular, to amend the provision of Emergency Decree
which is not consistent with the laws and the standards
mentioned, including to revise Article 17 which has a general
exception of official litigation.

. To cancel the unofficial “black list” of suspects.

. To ensure that those held in detention centres and
army camps have access to lawyers, family members and
adequate medical care, and to allow immediate and
unfettered access to all places of detention by independent
human rights monitors;

o To take immediate steps to close unofficial detention
centres, including by promptly and impartially investigating
all reports of such facilities operated by the security forces,
and by amending the 2005 Emergency Decree to expressly
prohibit unofficial places of detention;

o To clarify the fate and whereabouts of
Somchai Neelapaijit and all others forcibly disappeared to
ensure that those responsible for their disappearance are
brought to justice;

. Ratify the International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances and
take the necessary steps effectively to implement the
Convention at the national level soon after ratification.



Political crisis

o To review the crowd control methods used during protests, and to ensure
that security officials are implementing them in accordance with international
principles regarding dispersing crowds and using force, such as the Code of
Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials of the United Nations, including
the use of force as a last measure to be used only when needed.

o To ensure that all complaints of human rights violations by security
officials are subject to immediate, thorough and independent investigation and
the perpetrators brought to justice. Pending such investigation, to suspend from
duty anyone reasonably suspected of having committed such violations;

o To ensure that the victims of human rights violations and their families
can obtain full reparation.

Refugees and migrants

o To respect the principle of non-refoulement and to ensure that no one
is expelled, returned or extradited to a country or territory where they may face
serious human rights violations, in particular Myanmar or Laos;

o To investigate the forcible expulsion of Rohingyas and to ensure that
those responsible for these incidents are brought to justice and that necessary
steps are taken to avoid repetition of such expulsions in the future;

o To respect its obligation to allow asylum-seekers meaningful access to
asylum procedures and to UNHCR and to ensure that individuals who are fleeing
persecution are afforded international protection;

o To end the indefinite and arbitrary detention of refugees and to stop the
detention of refugees in chronically overcrowded conditions;

o To ratify the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its
1967 Protocol;

o To comply with its obligations under international human rights law with
respect to migrant workers to ensure fair wages and equal remuneration for work,
safe and healthy working conditions, and rest, leisure and reasonable limitation
of working hours;

o To end all abuses faced by migrant workers, including trafficking and
extortion.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL THAILAND PUBLISHED ITS ANNUAL REPORT
2012 ON THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S HUMAN RIGHTS, WHICH WAS
RELEASED BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL WORLDWIDE ON MAY 24, 2012.

This Annual Report 2012 is a collection of This year, Amnesty International Thailand released the Annual Report 2012
human rights situations throughout the year on the State of the World’s Human Rights in 4 provinces: Bangkok, Pattani,
2011. It provides an overview of the five regions Ubonratchathani, and Chiangmai. In each province, in addition to releasing
and 155 countries and territories. The report the Annual Report, Amnesty International Thailand also organized seminars
also points out that the claims to human rights dealing with the human rights situation in Thailand. There were specialists,
continue in force around the world. In Thailand well known figures who work with human rights in Thailand, and people who
there are many issues of concern, such as the were affected by human rights violations.

armed conflict in the country, impunity,
freedom of expression, refugees and
immigrants, and the death penalty.

24 May 2012 at Royal Benja HoteI]‘Ba,r]
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Released the Annual Report 2012 on the
State of the World’s Human Rights, and
organized a seminar on “The Death Penalty
and Freedom of Expression in Thailand.”
Panelists included Asst. Prof. Vichai Srirat,
professor, Faculty of Law at Sukhothai

Thammathirath Open University; Khun
Krasae Ploykroom, a victim of judicial
malfeasance in the case of Cherry-Ann Duncan;
Khun Poomsuk Poomsukcharoen, lawyer,
Human Rights Lawyers’ Association; Khun
Surapos Thaweesak, a specialist and

columnist; and Khun Pornpen Kongkajornkiat,
Director of the Cross Cultural Foundation
and Amnesty International Thailand’s

committee was the host.
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31 May 2012 at CS Hotel, Pattani:

Released the Annual Report 2012 on the
State of the World’s Human Rights and
organized a seminar on “The Use of Torture
and Impunity in the Deep South Provinces.”
There were some related presentations
including “The Experience and Impact of
Surveillance by Officials Under the
Emergency Decree” by Mr. Isma-ae Tae,
“Experiences in the Claims for Justice of
Tak Bai Incident Victims” by Mr. Yae-na
Salaemae, “The challenges and barriers
to access the judgment in the deep south
area” by Mr. Sitthipong Chantharaviroj,
President of the Muslim Attorney Centre
Foundation, and Mr. Eakarin Tuasiri,
a professor at the Faculty of Political
Science, Prince of Songkla University,
Pattani campus, provided analysis and
hosted the event.
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Released the Annual Report 2012 on
the State of the World’s Human Rights
and organized a seminar on “Article
112 and the Thai Justice System.”
There were the presentations including:
“Local Sociology and Article 112" by
Mr. Preuk Thaothawin, Faculty of Liberal
Arts, Ubonratchathani University;
“Article 112 and the Standards of
International Human Rights Law” by
Ms. Khawnrawee Wangudom, Institute
of Human Rights and Peace Studies,
Mahidol University; “Problems in the
Thai Justice System and Relief for
Victims” by Ms. Savitree Suksri,
Faculty of Law, Thammasart University;
Dr. Thitipon Pakdeewanich, Faculty
of Political Science, Ubonratchathani
University hosted the event

14 June 2012 at Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai:

Fo6 o

Released the Annual Report 2012
on the State of the World’s Human
Rights, and organized a seminar on
“Amnesty: Impunity or Coup
Abolishment” by Ass.Prof. Somchai
Preechasilapakul, Faculty of Law,
Chiang Mai University;
Ms. Kwanrawee Wangudom,
Institute of Human Rights and
Peace Studies, Mahidol University;
Mr. Tospol Tassanakulpun, Faculty
of Law, Chiang Mai University; and
Mr. Chamnarn Chanrueng, Midnight
University was the host.



When we, Proyfon, Panu, Tong,
Jing, and Pai, saw the advertisement for
English letter writing training for
human rights, or the “Power of the Pen”
on Amnesty International Thailand’s
Facebook page, which called for at least 5
Al TH members per group, we shared the
ad and asked our friends on Facebook to
join. Many of them were interested in
applying, even though we submitted the
application on the last possible date.
Almost of us are member of Al
Thailand, except Panu, who has just
joined the human rights activist community
through Jing. At the second “Power of the
Pen” training session, he applied to
be a member of Al Thailand.

We had some understanding and awareness
about human rights issues, which was a
common goal of ours, but it was only a
secondary objective; actually, we were
interested in improving our English language
skills, and wondered how our pens’ power
would change the world’s human rights
situation. Also, we were not sure how
this Amnesty International project would
change anything.

So there was our group, “the Power of the
Pen.” Proyfon, a girl who normally doesn’t
take anything seriously, could not stand to
see anyone or anything that shows
disrespect for the rights and dignity of
each other and has been familiar with Al
Thailand since she was a teenager; and so
she studied social sciences and
development at Silpakorn University and
expected to touch on these issues. Panu
is a shy, tight-lipped, man with a love of
justice. Tong is a campaign and academic

coordinator at the Human Rights Lawyers’
Association who is a pretty crazy girl. Jing,
a student at Ramkhamhang University,
does some activities on occasion, but she
has little experience in human rights and
human rights campaigning. Pai doesn’t
want to define herself here because she’s
afraid the page isn't long enough. With
our diverse characters and stories came
together like delicious soymilk that seems
tasteless at first, but is actually very useful.
We are, Proyfon, Panu, Tong, Jing, and Pai,
5 members committed the same ideology
who wish to spread the spirit worldwide.
We five people, who pass through life’s
many journeys, believe in “humanity” with
love and support for each other. We are
brothers and sisters.

When we came to study, we were not
disappointed. Our teacher was Mr. Alec
Bamford, the member for far too long of Al
Thailand leader with experiences working
towards human rights both domestically
and abroad. He looks unfriendly because
his voice is loud, but actually he is a kind
and funny person. He tells jokes when he is
teaching. He is very clever. He also told us,
“when you learn with me, don’t worry if it
is right or wrong.” Because of this, we can
fully learn the English language from our
mistakes (there seems to be a lot). Moreo-
ver, Teacher Alec let us to know the human
rights situation in many countries from
reading, discussing, and practicing. This
opened our minds, and of course, we were
able to learn how write letters to pressure
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authorities and offices regarding human
rights in each country. This is a way to stop
the violations against human dignity and
human rights. It is also an easy step that
normal people likes us can take.

Even though we do not yet know how to
write letters much more effectively, when
we know about human rights violations,
especially the violations that occur because
of government actions or government
negligence, one thing that we are able to
do is to write letters to authorized officials.
This shows them our interest in and
concern for these problems and that we are
ready to claim our human rights. It doesn’t
matter where in the world situation happened.
These are the changes that happen because
of us. Even now, our letter writing is not
good enough to write and send them
ourselves, but we are confident that with
the support of Teacher Alec and Al Thailand,
we will be able to do it someday. Our letters
will be sent directly to governments and
officials all over the world. It is the human
rights mission!

We, “the Power of the Pen,” do not want
this spirit to stop. We would like it turn
around with the motion of the Earth.

“We will do the things that we can do and
do them better.” Even though we are but a
small bale of hay, we believe that when it
is lit, we will shine and blaze!



INTRODUCTION TO

THE FIELD STAFF OFFICER
Rights Education and Action Campus Tour Project (RE ACT)

PISANUDEJ |
SUKHAMPA

Mr. Pisanudej Sukhampa, or Ben who is currently 25-year old, is originally from
Yasothon. He graduated from the College of Politics and Governance with a major -
Political Science at Mahasarakam University where developed his ideas about learning.

After he passed the course of study and took part in campus activities, he saw the

realities and problems in society. Therefore he has chosen to work with an NGO, “
Consumer Northeast Network, as a field coordinator together with campus activities.

He is interested in working with Amnesty International Thailand as a field staff officer for the
Northeastern region because of his experience with campus activities. Also, he thinks it is
important for Thai youth to learn about their rights in order to understand the importance

of human rights which are universal and create an environment of respect for the rights,

freedom, and equality of people in society.

His working model is to build relationships and enhance the development of the

movement to create a fair society.
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JITPITAK ADITI PRADHAN
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Miss Juraiporn Jitpitak, or Add who is currently 30-year old, is My name is Aditi Pradhan and | come from a small town called Kalimpong in

originally from Pattalung. She has a master degree with a major  Northeast India. | recently completed my Master’'s program in International

in social development from Chiang Mai University. Relations at Webster University, Thailand. | have a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Economics from the University of Pune, India. | have a keen interest in human

“I'm interested in ethnicity and youth culture in the Thai society.  rights and development, and | have volunteered extensively with non-profit

In addition, I'm also keen to learn about other social issues, organizations in different fields both in Thailand and India. | became aware and

i.e., environment problems, alternative development, and the  impressed with the workings of Al Thailand while | was an intern here for three

promotion of human rights and empowerment.” months, and since then have hoped to be a part of the organization. | am
incredibly excited to start my work with Amnesty International Thailand as a Field
Staff Officer for the RE-ACT project. | look forward to contributing to the success of

this project along with gaining valuable experience.
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