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WOULD YOU
SEND A LETTER
TO SAVE A LIFE?
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Throughout the past 1 year, the board has coordinated with its members
and the staffs of Amnesty International Thailand in various fields of work
at a full capacity. We can together join to create many activities on human
rights issues that are beneficial to the Thai society. As a result, the
community has become increasingly aware of these issues. Moreover, it
is through a variety of activities in various areas of the country that there
has been a correct understanding about the issue of human rights violations
that still continue to exist in Thai society, as well as internationally.

After the Committee was partially elected in the 2011 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2011, the entire Board of Members received
a program of orientation to introduce them to the goals, agenda, and
direction of the organization. This further includes the role and functions
of the Committee to engage in collaboration with the International
Secretariats office (IS) through Ms. Barbara Dettori, International
Mobilization Coordinator, Mobilisation Support Unit, International Mobilisation
Programme, Amnesty International, International Secretariat. Therefore,
the work of the Board of Members has evidently and significantly become
more efficient, resulting in a better coordination and cooperation between
the International Secretariat Office and Amnesty International Thailand,
and between the Board members and all the staff members of Amnesty
International Thailand. This has further contributes to making all the
activities held to be highly beneficial to human rights in Thailand.

We also received support from Amnesty International Australia through
Mr. Anthony Mitchell, Director and National President’s visit with the
committee members in which he shared working experiences. This is
particularly useful to the Board because Amnesty International Australia
is regarded as a strong force of Amnesty International that can create
activities that effectively benefit the society. Their experiences can assist
our board members in providing the knowledge useful for managing the
organization and maximizing the benefits to the Thai society.

The main mission of the Board is working cooperatively with the director
and staffs to determine the direction of the organization in the following
year. Additionally, the tasks includes approving the strategy, policy and
procedures manual of Amnesty International Thailand as follows; human
resources policy, finance policy, working guideline, induction pack,
volunteer policy, travel policy, membership handbook, code of conduct
for members/activists, membership consultation policy, collaboration with
other NGOs, growth strategy, fund-raising strategy and more importantly,
board charter and the statue of Amnesty International Thailand.

Furthermore, the board has collectively supported the operations of the
director of Amnesty International Thailand to the full capacity. This is for
the purpose of pushing forward the activities that are truly helpful to the
human rights issue. The meeting is on a monthly basis in order to be
fully informed of the current development, including providing useful
feedbacks in various areas.

THIS IS YOUR FREEDOM MAGAZINE

>> Have you used the actions?

>> Have you shared the information with anyone?

>> What would you like to see more of in future issues?

>> Do you have photos or articles that you would like to share
with other members?

>> And finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.amnesty.or.th

Send all your comments and suggestions to:
FREEDOM

Growth Mobilization Coordinator

Amnesty International Thailand

90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd.,

Jomphol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

or email us on membership@amnesty.or.th

1 The Board sincerely thanks all the staffs who have cooperatively worked
with full capacity and knowledge throughout the past year. The Board
would like to extend appreciation to members and to all the supporters
that joined the activities. Special thanks to all the comments sent to
the organization in which we will take those ideas into consideration
and adapt them to our work. We believed that a shared sense of humanity

could unite ordinary people in to common action, so that something
effective could be done. Something effective been done. Once again
thank you for join us to promote and protect human rights and help
create a rights-based culture in Thailand.

Finally, happy new year to all of you supporters and members of
Amnesty International Thailand and we wish you and your families
a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. Yours,

Amnesty International Thailand
Board Members;

Somchai Homlaor Chairperson

Chuensuk Arsaithamkul Vice-chairperson

Pornpen Khongkachonkiet Secretary
Pimjai Pimjaichon Treasurer
Kwanrawee Wangudom Member

FREEDOM

Editor in Chief: parinya Boonridrerthaikul

Editor: Sineenart Muangnoo

Editorial Team; pakamas Kamcham, Trin Khumsap,

Sutharee Wannasiri, Naowarat Suasa-ard

Translator: Nadia Al-jasem, Peter Limpiyawon

Graphic design . Chaiya Khotsakdee

Internship . Buranit Tantiwuttipong, Attapol Kanjanakeaw
Cover phOtO: Shine a light on letter writing marathon, Chiang
Rai, Thailand/Amnesty International Thailand

FREEDOM the magazine from Amnesty International TH
for Supporter and Members of Amnesty International
Thailand, 90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd., Jomphol,
Chatuchak, Bangkok, 10900

Telephone: +66 2 513 8745, 513 8754

Facsimile: +66 2 939 2534

Email: info@amnesty.or.th Website: www.amnesty.or.th
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmnestyThailand



FREEDOM

WOULD YQU
SEND A LETTER
TO SAVE A LIFE?

Write for Rights, Amnesty International’s Letter Writing Marathon! Hundreds of thousands of people
around the world stand up for individuals facing human rights violations.

“I went to prison for opposing the government — and came out stronger than ever” Former
prisoner of conscience FEMI PETERS tells his story.

SHINE A LIGHT ON HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER

Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA, Zimbabwe. Crackdown
on women activists.

SHINE A LIGHT ON THE FORGOTTEN PRISONER
Filep Karma, Indonesia. Imprisoned for raising flag.

SHINE A LIGHT ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Jabbar Savalan, Azerbaijan. Student activist imprisoned.

LETTER WRITING MARATHON ON SHINE A LIGHT DAY

Every December hundreds of thousands of us mark
International Human Rights Day by taking part in Write for
Rights, Amnesty International’s global letter writing marathon.

SHOP SHARE
CHANGE

“Changing Minds Changing Lives”,
BE Magazine

| AMNESTY CORNER

Thank you for speaking out on behalf of human rights,
your signatures, letters and participation mean more
impact.

ASK ONE MORE

One More Member means millions uniting in common
action. It means one more. It means we do not give up.




December 2011, Al Thailand
By: Na Khoomsub

Activism Coordinator, Al Thailand

“It is better to light a candle than to curse
the darkness,” it is perhaps this saying which

originated the international volunteer movement |

that is rooted deep within our socio-cultural world.
No matter who he and she may be, everything
they have done is with the same path in mind:

a journey towards freedom and preserving the

values of human dignity.

It has been 50 years that the little candle stick
has been litin 150 countries and territories and
it still continues to be lit today. The light, thin

as that of fireflies during the night, opens the =3

eyes of the people allowing them to see the
inhumanity that dwells in the body of
narrow-minded leaders, hidden in the law articles
approved by representatives of the people, and
properly concealed in the nature of greed of those
with financial power. Although more than three
million candle sticks would be lit at the same
period, the light is not sufficient to shine
brighter than the vast dark grounds of the
planet called “Earth.”

Shine a Light is the second global movement of the AI50 anniversary year campaign.
It aims to energize existing activists and stir up new support through highly visual,
poignant public events where ‘light’ will be a key element. Each event will shine a light
on one (or more) of the 14 individuals, families and communities who are the focus
of the Global Letter Writing Marathon 2011 and draw more attention to their stories
in order to inspire others to act too. In this way, Shine a Light aims to amplify and
support the work of the Global Letter Writing Marathon, helping increase the number
of actions that are taken this year, working on the principle that more action = more
human rights impact. At the same time as supporting our campaigning work, we hope
to increase awareness of Amnesty International (who we are, what we do and how we
do it) by making Amnesty International supporters around the world visible to more
people on Human Rights Day through these globally united, public facing, visual events.

Amnesty International Thailand has joined the event by collaboration with groups organized the events in
different locations including international schools, universities throughout various regions, and in the capital
that join together in telling the stories of 3 individuals and community who are the focus of the Global Letter
Writing Marathon 2011, Filep Karma from Indonesia, Jabbar Savalan from Azerbaijan and women of
Zimbabwe arise (WOZA) from Zimbabwe. The collaboration between the team of officials, volunteers, interns,
and activity groups in 6 provinces: Buriram, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Mahasarakham, Ubonratchathani, and
Nakhornprathom, has successfully resulted in making the stories become acknowledged by participants of
the event. Additionally, the letters were collectively signed and sent to the destination in demanding that the
rights of these individuals and communities are upheld.

Our words, vision and imagination put the spotlight on people whose rights are under threat. Together, we
inspired many more people to take action, helping to change lives.
Thank you for taking part and letting your light shine!




YOU SEND
A LETTER 10O
A LIFE’?

You have the power to change someone'’s life by simply writing a
letter. You can help bring about the release of a prisoner of
conscience or an end to the harassment of someone standing up
for human rights. You can instill hope by writing a letter of support
to a person at risk. By taking part in Amnesty International’s Write
for Rights this December 2011 — the world’s largest annual human
rights event — you are joining your voice with thousands around the
world to demand that the rights of individuals be respected,
protected and fulfilled.

CAN A LETTER
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?

ABSOUTELY! Amnesty International supporters have been writing
letters for more than 50 years. Experience has proven that such letters
can and do make a difference. The impact of each letter is multiplied
when it is joined by thousands of other letters from all over the world.
The pressure created by this flood of concern is undeniable.
Many people have told Amnesty International that they are alive today
because of these letters.
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LAST YEAR WE CHANGED LIVES.

IN DECEMBER 2010, THOUSANDS OF
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL SUPPORTERS AND
ACTIVISTS FROM OVER 50 COUNTRIES SIGNED
MORE THAN 636,000 APPEALS AND MESSAGES
OF SUPPORT. THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED NEXT:

CAN PROMOTE MIGRANTS’
RIGHTS

| A g = #, Father Solalinde is a human rights defender who works on behalf of migrants in Mexico.
2\ = The pressure and attention that the letter writing marathon generated has given him more

T A = : opportunities to promote migrants’ rights to the Mexican authorities. It also raised the

p & oy ; N1 profile of a film about migrants in Mexico, featuring Father Solalinde (amnesty.org/en/

theinvisibles). Staff at the shelter he runs have created a huge banner from all the cards
and letters sent to them, and say they appreciate the solidarity.

FEMI PETERS IS FREE AND

BACK AT HOME

Gambian opposition politician Femi Peters was released early from prison in
December 2010. Femi Peters said that our intervention drew world attention
to his case and highlighted the human rights violations that are taking place
in Gambia. His son told Amnesty International: “l wanted a laptop for
Christmas, but I got my father back - the biggest Christmas present ever”. =




PEOPLE FROM AROUND
THE WORLD

Zelimkhan Murdalov has not been seen since 2001, when he was detained in
Chechnya. His sister said: “We are very happy that Amnesty International has done
this campaigning for my brother Zelimkhan. We have appealed to so many officials

e &

without any result but the authorities cannot stay silent every time. They will have
to respond.”

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
THREATS TO NORMA CRUZ

Thanks to the attention brought about by last year’s letter writing marathon, the
Guatemalan media highlighted the threats against women'’s rights activist Norma
Cruz, and her organization. Norma expects that, because of the media focus, the
authorities will have no alternative but to keep providing her and her colleagues with
protection and investigate the threats. Norma said she would like to find a way to
7 thank every single person who sent letters and postcards, which are now displayed
on the office walls of the Survivors’ Foundation (Fundacién Sobrevivientes) in Guatemala
City.

KHADY BASSENE IS !
“DEEPLY TOUCHED” £ N
BY THE SUPPORT s

Khady Bassene is trying to find out what happened to her husband Jean Diandy
after he was arrested in 1999. She sent the following message to those who wrote
to her: “Thank you for your help... I'm deeply touched by the fact that people living
far away from Senegal are concerned about my situation.” She also found it comforting
to know that people sent letters to the authorities.

ROMA COMMUNITY IS
FLOODED BY LETTERS
OF SOLIDARITY

The Roma families who were forcibly evicted from their homes in Romania were very
pleased to receive letters of solidarity from activists and to hear about the appeals
that have been sent to the Mayor on their behalf: “Thank you! We have received
hundreds of letters already and there are even more waiting for us at the post office”.

SABER RAGOUBI RELEASED AS
PART OF TUNISIAN AMNESTY

As part of a general amnesty following the Tunisian uprisings, Saber Ragoubi was
released in March 2011. He has since got married. His father contacted Amnesty
International to thank the movement for its support throughout the year of his son’s
imprisonment, including the solidarity and action taken as part of the 2010 letter
writing marathon.




One Saturday in October 2009, | was at a peaceful political meeting in Serekunda,
Gambia. Then the police showed up. They asked to see a permit for the meeting,
which we did not have — because the police had refused to give us one.

| was detained the following day. They took away my mobile phones
and kept me at the police station all day. In the evening, | was
released on bail, which was 1,000 Gambian dalasi [around US$36],
and then told to come to court the next day.

I was charged with “control of procession and control of use of loud
speakers in public” without permission. My trial lasted seven
months. By the end of it, | was convicted and sentenced to one
year in prison and a fine of 10,000 dalasi.

Was | surprised that they pressed charges against me? No. Was
| surprised to go to jail? Not at all. | knew it was going to happen
and | braced myself for it.

It is common practice in Gambia: | know of people who have been

detained and arrested without trial. You could be detained for as
long as the President wants.

| was sent to prison on 1 April. | didn't mind going to prison on
fools’ day. But | was frustrated to miss out on Easter, which
started that weekend. Easter has always been very important to me
and now | had to spend it in prison, away from my family and my
community.

Prison was a whole new world. We had one toilet and one bathroom
between 40 inmates. The only time | saw direct sunlight was when
| had visitors or when | went to the prison chapel. There was no
ventilation in the cells. When | fell ill, the prison authorities refused
to send me to hospital, but | had medication sent me to me from
outside.

I knew that there were some people working behind the scenes to
get me a pardon. But | wasn't interested in a pardon. If it had been
offered to me, | would have rejected it. Pardoned for what? | was
wrongfully arrested, wrongfully charged and wrongfully convicted — |
didn’t do anything wrong, other than exercise my rights.

I received about 1,500 letters of support from Amnesty International
members as well as copies of letters that they sent on my behalf
to the Gambian Minister of Defence. There were letters from Japan,
Poland, Italy, USA and other places. One letter said: “I am thinking
of you, | hope for all the best for you. | support you”. Another said:
“l hope you are released soon.” Someone wrote to wish me a
“happy and free new year” and promised, “we will never forget
you”. Others assured me: “we are going to write letters to your
president.”

| was deeply touched by this support. | want to thank the
Amnesty International movement for its enthusiasm and courage
and for its vigorous pursuit of justice. | also want to wish you all a
happy birthday. Please continue to be strong and stand up for
other prisoners of conscience — people who have been Kkilled,
disappeared, harassed or falsely convicted because of what they
said or wrote — just as you were strong for me.

If you are now thinking of taking action of writing a letter — remember,
we, the ordinary people, are the building blocks of justice. We have
power. You have power. Use it.

| was released on 10 December 2010, Human Rights Day, after
serving eight months and 10 days. | came out stronger than ever.
| continue my political work. | continue to fight for democracy and
rule of law. And I'm not afraid of going to prison. | will do it again
if | have to.
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This December 2011 _
Amnesty International Thailand
IS taking action on behalf of
three cases. Their stories are
IndICatIVG Of wider repression in their countries; by

calling on governments to respect these people’s rights, we are-

telling them to respect the rights of all their citizens, and reminding -:

them that we will not stop pestering them until they do.

SHINE A LIGHT ON
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER

Women of Zimbabwe Arise

ZIMBABWE -

Human rights activists at risk

The activists of the human rights organization Women of Zimbabwe
Arise (WOZA) know the price of freedom. For organizing peaceful
demonstrations to protest the social, economic and human rights
situation in Zimbabwe, WOZA members have been repeatedly
harassed, intimidated, beaten, and jailed by authorities.

WOZA members continue to face arbitrarily arrest and detention
in appalling prison conditions. As a form of punishment for their
activism, some of those held in police custody have been
subjected to torture and other ill-treatment and denied access to
medical care, food and legal counsel. In May 2011, riot police
beat WOZA members after they had marched peacefully to the
offices of the Zimbabwe Electricity Transmission and Distribution
Company to protest poor service and high electricity rates.

On September 21, 2011, police used excessive force to break
up a planned peaceful march marking the United Nations’
International Day of Peace. Police detained 12 WOZA members,
releasing most the next day. WOZA leaders Jenni Williams and
Magodonga Mahlangu remained in detention until finally being
released on bail two weeks after the arrest.

The treatment of WOZA members illustrates the Zimbabwean
government’s intolerance of peaceful public demonstrations
expressing criticism of government policies. It also highlights the
malicious use of law (particularly the Public Order and Security
Act and the Miscellaneous Offenses Act) to facilitate arbitrary
arrests, detentions and a range of other human rights violations
by police.

The activists of WOZA struggle every day to bring positive change
to the human rights of the people of Zimbabwe, and need your
support.
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SHINE A LIGHT ON
| THE FORGOTTEN PRISONER

] Filep Karma
INDONESIA -

JAILED FOR RAISING A FLAG

For peacefully raising a flag, Filep Karma is currently serving a 15-year prison sentence. He was one of some 200
people who participated in a peaceful ceremony on December 1, 2004 that included the raising of the Morning
Star flag, a banned symbol of Papuan independence.

Filep Karma was arrested at the site of the ceremony in Papua, Indonesia. Police reportedly beat him during
transport to the police station and subsequently charged him with “rebellion.” In May 2005, Filep Karma was
sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment. In July 2010, Filep Karma was offered a reduction in his sentence. He
rejected this, maintaining that he should never have been imprisoned solely for the peaceful expression of his
beliefs and that to accept a pardon would compromise that principle.

Filep Karma has suffered from ill-health in prison. While in detention, Filep Karma has staged various protests
about his ill-treatment, the ill-treatment of others and about the legality of the charges against him. Detention
facilities and prisons in Indonesia often fail to meet UN Standard Minimum Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners.
Overcrowding, poor sanitation, lack of food, and insufficient medical care are common concerns.

Amnesty International takes no position on the political status of any province of Indonesia, including calls for
independence. However, Amnesty International believes that the right to freedom of expression includes the right
to peacefully advocate referendums, independence or any other political solutions that do not involve incitement
to discrimination, hostility or violence. Filep Karma's long prison sentence is a violation of his right to freedom
of expression. Amnesty International considers him to be a prisoner of conscience and seeks his immediate and
unconditional release.
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SHINE A LIGHT ON
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Jabbar Savalan

AZERBAIJAN-

YOUTH ACTIVIST DETAINED
AFTER USING FACEBOOK

Hours after he posted a note on Facebook calling for protests against the government, Jabbar Savalan told
his family that he was being followed. The next evening, February 5, 2011, police arrested him without
explanation and took him to the Sumgayit police station, where they “discovered” marijuana in his outer
coat pocket. Police questioned him without a lawyer for two days, reportedly hitting and intimidating him
to make him sign a confession.

Authorities in Azerbaijan have a history of using trumped-up drug charges to jail perceived critics. Jabbar
maintains that he does not use drugs and that the marijuana was planted on him. In May 2011, he was
was convicted of possessing illegal drugs and sentenced to two-and-a-half years in prison. Amnesty International
believes that authorities fabricated the drug charges against Jabbar to silence him. Amnesty considers him
to be a prisoner of conscience.

A history student in college, Jabbar was an active member of an opposition political party. In January 2011,
he had posted on Facebook a newspaper article that described Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev as
corrupt.

On February 4, Jabbar was inspired by the protests in the Middle East and North Africa to use Facebook to
call for a “Day of Rage” to protest the government in Azerbaijan. The next day, police arrested him. He was
19 years old at the time.
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“Be MAGAZINE” a media that volunteers and works to improve the quality
’ of life'in society, create jobs, and increase incomes for the disadvantaged
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SAWASDEE KAH TO
ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND MEMBERS!

After all the hard work protect human rights together this year. Amnesty International Thailand would like
to extend gratitude to all our supporters and members who helped us achieve so much this past year! We
spread human rights awareness and action throughout our society, with great event including our AI@50,
Free Zarganar, Abolish the death penalty, Freedom of Expression, Letter Writer Marathon on Shine a Light
Day, numerous human rights activities and much more.

We'd like to appreciate the supporters and members who shine a lantern to celebrated Human Rights Day,
who take action by online and offline on Free Zargana, Ending the death penalty and others campaign.

Once again, thank you for speaking out on behalf of human rights. Because our work is far from finished,
and we know that everyone in the Amnesty International movement will not budge or tire until the human
rights and liberties of every one in our word stops being the play-thing of the rich and the powerful, and
becomes rock-solid reality. Believe us when we do that together we are making a difference.

Happy New Year,
Amnesty International Thailand Team
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ASK ONE'MORE

Pass this postcard to a friend and ask them
to join Amnesty International Thailand.

il
' L“

Dear

N : Every day | stop people being tortured and executed. Amnesty International Thailand
N - | stand up for women's rights and freedom of expression. 90/24 Ladprao Soi 1, Ladprao Road :
iy | fight to end extreme poverty and repression. ! :
| am a member of Amnesty International Thailand. i%gggm' Chatuchak, Bangkok ' =

Will you join me?

From

Please send me more information about joining

Amnesty International Thailand.
so &
Name HERES
hddress AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

Asking your family members, friends or work colleagues to joina
worldwide movement to promote and protect human rights in Thailand : &
and around the world by becomlng a supporter / member of Amneﬁy =

International Thailand. - : e Sine = : =

‘One More Member means m|II|ons uniting in common actlon Itmeans
one more. It means we. do not glve up. :
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THE WORLD
SHINES A LIGHT
FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS DAY

Across Thailand and around the world, hundreds of
thousands of us mark International Human Rights
Day by taking part in Write for Rights, Amnesty
International’s global Letter Writing Marathon.
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Every December hundreds of thousands of us mark International Human Rights
Day by taking part in Write for Rights, Amnesty International’s global letter
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