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TOAST TO FREEDOM

#a1was Toast to Freedom i www.toasttofreedom.org

VERSE 1

How delicious is the winning of her kiss
Bind her love to etemal bliss

She's the greatest power in the universe
Freedom

Her touch will feed your real hope

In the darkest of days and on the steepest slope
Let your good heart and kindness fill her temple
Freedom

BRIDGE

Nobody's free until everybody's free

We walk a long winding road, sail the raging seas
No prison cell, no censorship hell

Can claim our obedience and love

CHORUS

Here's our toast fo freedom

To human rights and dignity

Love, respect and forgiveness

United in the dream for victory

Here's to the battlefields for justice

Of the tortured, banished and enslaved
To the selfless spirit and commitment
To our brothers and sisters in the grave

VERSE 2

She hurts when sovereigns and parliaments meet
To shackle more chains about Liberty's feet
When the rulers cast the votes they can not spell
Freedom

Her open eyes desire nothing but the fruth
The soul of mankind, untainted youth
Yes--for this | will stand up and fight
Freedom

BRIDGE 2

Nobody's free until everybody's free

We walk a hard road, sail the raging seas
No prison cell, no censorship hell

Can claim our obedience and love

CHORUS 2

Here's our toast fo freedom

To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's to the battlefields for justice

Of the banished, fortured and enslaved
To the selfless spirit and commitment
To our brothers and sisters in the grave

SOLO

BRIDGE 3

Nobody's free until everybody's free

Together we walk a hard road, sail the raging seas
No prison cell, no censorship hell

Can claim our obedience and love

BREAKDOWN

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

OUTRO (W/BACKGROUND VOCALS)

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our toast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our toast fo freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory
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¢ Ambassador
of Conscience
Award

In July 2009 when Bono took to the stage in Dublin
to announce that Amnesty International had
conferred our Ambassador of Conscience Award on
Aung San Suu Kyi.

In June 2012 she arrived in Ireland. As she took to
the stage in Dublin to accept Amnesty
International's Ambassador of Conscience Award, “Amnesty International...has helped us to keep our small wick of self-respect
Daw Suu spoke of the commitment she had made  alive, you have helped us to keep the light and we hope that you will be with
to the cause of human rights and freedom almost a us in the years to come, that you will be able to join us in our dreams, and
quarter of a century ago. not take either your eyes or your mind off us, and that you will help us to be
the country where hope and history merges.”
As the concert ended Daw Suu moved outside to
speak to the five thousand strong crowd which had  “This will be one of the unforgettable days of my life. | have been welcomed
gathered for an open-air celebration of her visit. to Ireland as though | belong to you. You have stood by us in our times of
“To receive this award is to remind me that 24 years trouble. These troubles are not yet all over and | am confident that you will
ago, | took on duties from which | have never been continue to stand with us.
relieved.You have shown me that | shall never be “And please believe that when | say that you are a part of my heart, | really
alone as | go about my discharge of these duties.” mean it with my whole heart.”
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Art for Amnesty works with musicians,
actors and artists around the world to raise
profile and funds for Amnesty
International, enabling us to give a more
powerful voice to human rights.

A\V‘?f?,??_
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Artist for Amnesty (A4A)

Artists for Amnesty is a global project that aims to increase artistic support for
our human rights work. It brings together artists of all disciplines, their patrons
and management and friends of Amnesty International in a collaborative effort
to support the organizations work for human rights.

It is no coincidence that artists of all disciplines have been at the forefront of
support for Amnesty International since its founding in 1961. Hundreds of
writers, playwrights, musicians, and poets persecuted and imprisoned for their
art have been adopted by Amnesty International as Prisoners of Conscience.
Artists have always valued the freedoms and rights that Amnesty works to
protect as an integral condition of their creative expression.

Art for Amnesty seeks to harness the creativity, commitment and support of
artists of all disciplines in major global projects and initiatives for the benefit of
Amnesty International and the cause of universal human rights.

What A4A can do: Be one more. Ask one more. Act once more.

Be one more artist to perform on either or both major activities in May and
December 2011

Ask one more to be a member by changing your profile picture on Facebook
for the whole month of May and December 2011 of a photo of you or your
group holding an Amnesty International sign saying “I am an Artist for
Amnesty, join me in this global movement and help change the world.”

Act once more by endorsing Amnesty International.

e Wear our merchandise.

e Support our letter writing petitions by showing your fans that one signature
can make a difference in the lives of people who are victims of human rights
abuse and violations.

Mission

Artist for Amnesty brings together
international and Thai artists of all
disciplines their patrons, management
and friends in a collaborative effort to
support Amnesty International’s work for
human rights.
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Clean up

the Niger
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Patricia Clarkson is an American
actress who has twice won the
Emmy for Outstanding Guest
Actress in Six Feet Under. Her film
roles include The Green Mile, Shutter
Island and Vicky Cristina Barcelona.
Photographer: Thomas Birkett
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Jeremy Irons is an English film
and stage actor who has long
supported Amnesty
International’s campaign to end
the death penalty. Fim roles
include The Man in the lIron
Mask, Die Hard: With a
Vengeance and The Lion King.

Photographer: Matt Holyoak

Sting, singer, author, activist; Sting has won universal acclaim in all of
these roles, yet he defies easy labeling. One of the world’s most
distinctive and highly-respected performers, he has earned 16 Grammy
awards, a Golden Globe, an Emmy, and three Oscar nominations. As a
supporter of Amnesty International for over 25 years, his advocacy for
human rights organizations mirrors his art in its universal outreach.

Photographer: Danny Clinch

End .
repression.

Allow
expression.
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Omotola Jalade Ekeinde is a leading Nigerian ‘Nollywood’
actress and singer, with a huge fan base across Africa and
the Caribbean.

Photographer: Leo Cackett

Keira Knightley, an English actress, has appeared in
several Hollywood films and has been nominated for
various Golden Globe, Academy and BAFTA awards.
Photographer: Thomas Birkett



Alice Eve is an English actress with
roles in She’s Out of My League and
Sex and the City 2 and The Decoy |
Bride. Photographer: Thomas
Birkett
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Alex Kingston is an English actress
best known for her roles as Dr
Elizabeth Corday in the American
medical drama ER and as River Song
in Dr Who. She has also recently

Femi Kuti is a Nigerian Grammy
award-nominated musician. His
father Fela Kuti was adopted by
Amnesty International as a prisoner
of conscience in 1984, and was
freed 18 months into his five-year
sentence.

Photographer: Bernd Ott

Eliza Doolittle is an English singer—
songwriter. Her debut album, Eliza
Doolittle, was released in 2010,
where it debuted at number three in
the UK. She followed this with two
singles, Skinny Genes and Pack Up,
which debuted in the top five of the
UK Singles Chart.

Photographer: Reuben Steains

appeared in ¢

Patrick Stewart is a film,
television and stage actor,
widely known for his roles in
Star Trek: The Next Generation
and the X-Men film series.

Photographer: Jake Gavin

Newton Faulkner is an
English singer and musician.
He is known for his guitar
playing style, which involves
rhythmically tapping and
hitting the guitar’s body and
finger-picking. His first solo
album, Hand-picked by
Robots, reached number
one in the UK album charts.
Photographer: Reuben
Steains

Esa-Pekka Salonen is a Finnish orchestral conductor
and composer. He is currently principal conductor and
artistic adviser of the Philharmonia Orchestra in London
and conductor laureate of the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
Images also available for: End the death penalty; Defend
rights for women and girls; End repression. Allow
expression; Stand together for human rights.
Photographer: Leo Cackett

i death
Penalty

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Richard Hughes is an English musician, best known
as the drummer of the award winning British piano rock
band Keane. Richard is a very active death penalty
activist with Amnesty International.

Photographer: Ben Smith

More artists: www.facebook.com/ArtforAmnesty



Smooth talk, Smart think with

Su Boonleang

Al Thailand Ambassador

We would like to introduce Su Boonliang, a singer and an
active supporter of Amnesty International for many years, as
Al Ambassador who will work to promote, protect and support
human rights in Thailand.

So, what are you doing right now and
how about your work? Any updates?

Mostly, | work as a lecturer. It is a process of broadcasting
knowledge | taught children, young people and organizations.
Sometimes | work at singing, composing, working as a columnist
for the Writer publisher—the column name is "Pui" (meaning
‘fertilizer’ — a metaphor to inspire readers).

We saw on your Facebook status that
explain about you are enjoy being teacher?

Yes, but actually it should not say ‘teache’r because it is not like a
teacher from the Ministry of Education. It should say ‘coach’
because | don't teach that seriously but it's more in the way of
advice than teaching.

How do you begin turning yourself as a
teacher or coach?

Because | saw that most lectures or talks are quite boring and
ineffective. Once | participated and listened, but | wondered, what
are they talking about? Why did the speaker let the half the
audience go to sleep? It seemed like a waste of money to hire
someone to talk. | saw some people register and just walk away.
Sometimes, listening is useless because the speaker gives no
information at all. So, | try to find a way to speak without negative
responses.

When do you talk, which information do
you put for the audience?
Details like the process of thinking, creativity, teaching to think outside,

being optimistic - teaching from something abstract to songs -
composing, writing, - depending on the audiences' need.



As you are the Al Ambassador, if you
have a chance to inspire the society,
how do you persuade them to join in our
community or recognize the significance
of the Human Rights?

The reason | decided to be an Al Ambassador is because | think | can
do it. One reason is that Human Rights are very important. Another
reason is that it can be the best way to present thing. Also, | feel quite
good at this. Not the best, but good at it. With the skill of giving
speeches and knowledge of Human Rights, | leam to guide the
audience to think and analyze. For instance, do we really want the
death penalty in the law? Does it good? What if it happens to the one
who you love most, like your dad? If your dad made some mistake,
and was sentenced to death, how would you feel? So, if we agree
that the death penalty should be included in the law, it means you are
happy to let your dad die if he did wrong. People always think that it
will not happen to their family. If it happens to their family, they will find
a better way to deal with their lives. Helping Al means helping support
our beliefs and helping our friends. We might not know them as
friends or family but if someone is arrested without any justice or any
legal help,. | think we should help them.

What do you think about the term that,
"Everyone should have freedom of
expression."

Yes, if we protect peoples' freedom of expression and they are still
punished. It does not mean that | agree with what they say but | think
we should give them a chance to talk. We should stand up and ask
for our rights.

At present, our society seems to be
sensitive with the different thought.

Because we think that by thinking the same way, we seem to be
united. By liking the same thing, we seem to be united. In fact, it's
not like that. At present, | want our country to have more than two
colors (referring to the political conflict). | don't mean that | want
more conflict, but having more colours shows more shades of ideas.
More ideas and we can live together. For instance, even though
South Korea has a lot of conflicts, why is it still developed? So,
conflict and demonstrations does not show that the country is
undeveloped. It depends on whether the way they demonstrate is
effective and powerful or not. Therefore, developed does not mean
without conflict and demonstrations but depends on how conflict is
managed.

| want you to say something to the member
of the Al Thailand in the name of the Al
Ambassador

Well, | am someone who has been interested in this issue for a long
time, but my thoughts and words about it were unclear. However, | still
believe in women’s rights because | have sisters and | also have a
family member who is disabled. | also believe that it is not strange that
it is not strange that children and women should get rights. Even if |
did not work for Amnesty Intemational, | still do it (work for human
rights). But | felt that if | worked with Amnesty Intemational, our voice
will have more influence or be clearer.

=
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Artists support
abolish the death penalty

Pae Arrak Amornsupasiri is a singer, musician, actor and model who supports the abolition of the death penalty. “I
think that the death penalty is an action that infringes human rights because nobody has a right to take
away another person’s life as they wish. But it doesn’t mean that the process of judgment is unnecessary,
indeed, it is.” He said,

“Amnesty International Thailand’s campaign right now is collecting signatures. In my opinion, even if we get millions
of signatures, those who have power might still ignore it. And if they do, what will happen? But, in fact, there is
something more than that, because our signatures are obviously proof of an affirmation that you oppose the
infringement of human rights. Don’t be afraid that your voice will not be heard or useless, because when we come
together, the strength will also increase.”

Kirati Phrommasaka na Sakolnakorn or also well known as “Keaw Carabao” is a singer and guitarist in the band
Carabao. He also stands up for human rights and supports the abolition of the death penalty. “l promise that | will use my
ability to help human beings to reach equality,” he said.

“We are bom with basic human rights since the first minute of our lives. But many people still do not know this. The reason
might be because of a lack of education. The economic situation forces us to fight to work in order to be able to survive, and
this might be the reason why we neglect this issue. It leads to people not knowing that they have rights that others cannot
violate. As a singer, | can use songs to campaign for people to be more aware of human rights and to let them realize that
they have equal rights. We should have a line to enable us to live together, and not encroach or infringe on each other.”

Musketeers is a young modem rock band from Believe Records Entertainment who also support respect for human rights,
freedom of expression and abolition of the death penalty. “Normally, people see human rights as something that is
very far from us. In fact, it lives with us all the time but we just cannot see it,” they said.

“Many times we see others as lower than us and treat them unequally; we humiliate them because we see that we are
better than them. Later, we will not discriminate against others. We just say that we are human beings but we cannot
distinguish ourselves just because of our country. No matter what, everyone is the same as us, humans. We support
abolition of the death penalty. People who are found guilty did not think about capital punishment as their punishment.
Research shows that in European countries, crime rates do not increase even if they eliminate the death penalty. Therefore,
the death penalty does not reduce the number of crimes.”

Wisit Sartsanathieng is a movie director and playwright, who directs films with a focus on a fictional style with bright
colours. Many scenes show his admiration for Thai film classics. He supports abolition of the death penalty. “The death
penalty does not solve any crime problem,” he said.

“When offenders committed the crimes, they did not think about what punishment they will receive. The Buddhist belief in
merit and repentance will give them a chance to retum to society where they can, somehow, help do something good in the
future. A death sentence will directly affect the family of the offender, who might be the head of the family. When we do
something wrong, there must always be a reason behind it. More importantly, our judicial process still has problems, and
many innocent people are found guilty and sentenced to death.”




Wicha Tesadaroon or Cha is a singer and rhythm guitar in Harmonica Sunrise band, a Thai rock n’ roll band from
Chiang Mai who supports the abolition of the death penalty. “Every human being should have equal rights; no
one should be subject to discrimination and injustice,” he said.

“The reason that | support the abolition of the death penalty is because | have heard that the judicial process in our
country still has a lot of problems. Many innocent people are arrested as scapegoats and punished for crimes they
did not commit. | believe that this is too cruel for any human being to do. Today, the law is used as a tool for those
who have power over others, which is very bad. Every human being should have equal rights; no one should be
subject to discrimination and injustice.”

Ajarn Chamnarn Chanruang is a free-lance academician and columnist for “Mong Mum Mai” in the Bangkok
Business newspaper who supports the abolition of the death penalty. “The death penalty is double-standard
decision making,” he said.

“From a Christian perspective, life belongs to God. The only one who can take a human life is God. Other people or
states have no right to take away another person’s life. The death penalty does not benefit society. It is just an act of
violence as a ‘it for tat” tactic. More importantly, the crime rate does not decrease. The death penalty is double-
standard decision making. Those who commit crimes but have power will not be punished. Are there any rich
people who have been sentenced to death? The majority of prisoners sentenced to death are the poor. They are the
people who cannot hire talented lawyers to fight in court. This reflects inequality in the judicial process, in the courts,
or double-standard decision making. Justice must be equal and fair in order to prove to society that people who are
found guilty will be punished equally and fairly without having any reduction for powerful people.

Nok Radthikarn is a free-lance artist who supports the abolition of the death penalty. “Every human being should
have a chance to improve themselves and have an opportunity to repent,” said Nok.

“Everyone is born a human being like others but we are taught to discriminate by social status, race, belief, etc., but
there is only thing that we cannot discriminate - our soul and spirit. Everyone has humanity, lives are priceless.
Working with art helps us and others to see other people gently and to care for others. | believe that everyone should
have a chance to improve themselves and have an opportunity to repent. If we say that some people have done
something wrong and cannot be forgiven, they need to be eliminated from this world by some rules. Using the word
‘infringe’ might be too cool but does this ignore an opportunity for them?”

Artists support
freedom of expression

Tul Waiturakiet or also well known as “Tul, an aunty apartment band” is a member in an Indy band who supports
freedom of expression. “Giving opinions makes our world different,” he said.

“I believe that every single story should be told even though that story might be the worst of all. | also believe that
humans’ thoughts should be told through different of art forms like compositions, narratives or even poetry. Art is a
powerful thing that can connect people together. If someone asks me which side I'm going to choose, | can answer
immediately that | will choose to be on the side of mankind. Humans have a right to speak, to see, and to wander
around. By working with Amnesty International Thailand, | might be able to tell everything through music and through
things that can prove to others that humanity is a subject which needs our concem. We all have equal humanity and
we must also respect other people’s rights and humanity as well.”

Dr. Wit Sitthiwaykin is the narrator and moderator of the morning news programme “Kao Haar Nhar Neung” on
Channel 5 on air during “Toh Kao Bor Kor” every Monday to Friday. He supports freedom of expression. “We must
know how to use our rights correctly without infringing on other people’s rights, knowing how to respect
each other and to live together even if we might have different points of view,” said Dr. Wit.

“Freedom of expression in social networks in this era is another way to implant democracy. It also leads the media to
be more aware and ethical on presenting things. Social levels have a bigger role in investigative media. Freedom of
expression in social networks has a high level of freedom. If users respect each other’s rights, they will be an
important tool to help explore society. But if we use it to provoke others, it can also be questioned by society.”
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Chairat Thomya is an international news editor and announcer at Thai PBS channel. He won the 24th Golden
News Award in 2009 as the best announcer on the “Tun Lork kab Chairat Thomya” programme. He supports
freedom of expression. “Media must have morals and ethics in presenting issues,” he said.

“Nowadays, the media can also educate people. When presenting the news, we can also add more about the
rights that citizens have and what can they do for justice. Every organization needs to unite in order to create a
culture of respect for human rights. The media also needs morals in presenting the news. Sometimes, the media
is not concerned or aware of little things that can lead to infringing other people’s rights. For example, in
presenting news about a girl who was raped, we need to be aware that we should not post the girl’s face. We
also need to be cautious about using words such as suspect or accused correctly. These little issues must be
monitored and checked repeatedly for justice.”

Sungkama Sarawatr i is a lecturer at the Faculty of Information and Communication Technology, Silpakorn
University and moderator of the “Chao Tun Lork” programme on FM 96.5. She supports freedom of expression.
“In today’s society, if we cannot express opinions, society will be blind,” she said.

“For all times, media has been controlled by the government. Especially when society separates into different
perspectives, misunderstandings increase, and there is more room for people to get involved in expressing ideas
and investigating on, for example, social networks, people need to be able to analyse and understand more
about media. Media people should also ask themselves whether they are being victimized by any conceptual
groups or not. Are we open enough? A challenge for media is among ongoing conflicts. The media should
release citizens from those conflicts, shouldn't it? At the end of the day, did we also get involved in those cycles?”

Piyathad Hemathad is a free-lance photographer, a Thai artist whose photographs have been published in
many Thai and international magazines such as Time Magazine of New York, The Guardian of London, Image,
and Di Chan. He supports freedom of expression. “Nowadays, ideas are being pushed at us through media
like propaganda. Thai people need to think more, listen less, analyse what we hear and think by ourselves,”
he said.

“We all have equal rights and freedom of expression. When the law says that we cannot say this thing or that, we
feel that there is no justice or any standard, like banning movies. | believe that it contradicts real democracy
because people will lose the opportunity to make decisions, their rights violated from not being able to watch what
the film is actually trying to say. There is someone making a decision for us by banning those movies not allowed
to be shown in public.”

Rachan Kallayarit is a free-lance wood cut artist who also supports freedom of expression. “If you see
someone whose rights are being violated and we also feel for that person, it means that we are friends,”
he said.

“Freedom of expression is very important because it can lead to many issues. If we cannot voice our opinions,
then we also cannot understand the majority in other issues as well.”

Sitthiporn Bhunjongpetch is a free-lance artist who supports freedom of expression. “Normally, | will work on
human rights issues with some groups that are neglected by society. We will present this in order to get
society’s notice and awareness through photos or events,” he said.

“As an artist or a person who works with art, when we work, we have to publish. Art is the expression of things
that we are interested in which do not conflict with morality, or violates the rights of others, especially groups that
are neglected by society. We definitely need to present this to let society know. Young people these days focus
only on what is around them or their private interests. | am trying to present work that is related to public things.
At least, it might make the new generation think that social issues or problems still exist. There are still gaps in
society that they need to be aware of and they should also help as much as they could.”
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Artists support
human rights

Benz Pornchita na Songkla is an actress who supports respect for Human Rights. “I will be another voice to
speak about respecting all human rights,” she said.

“In Thailand right now, many places are turning into tourist attractions. It may cause many families and
communities to be evicted. If we do not agree with this, every community has an equal voice, everyone has the
same right. If we feel that we do not want to lose our homes, we need to speak out. Do not be afraid. Do not feel
ashamed that those people have more power. Please do not think that even though we say something, it won’t
be heard, and we cannot do anything about it. It is our home, we have to live there. | believe that if we help each
other, we can live in this world in equality with others. Don'’t let our rights vanish.”

Mick Borommawut Hirannayatthiti is a young actor who also supports respect for human rights. “Human
rights are very important. People’s rights are being violated because they lack education or do not have
the ability to speak out,” he said.

“Everyone has rights. Some people’s rights might be violated because they lack education or cannot speak out in
order to protect themselves. Neither does the community help them. Therefore, it is good that these people can
be helped. We need to pay attention to equality and help others as well.”

Jullayuth Lohchotinant is the conductor of the Bangkok Charity Orchestra the first and only charity orchestra in
Thailand. “Using music to support human rights and charity,” said Mr. Jullayuth,

“l have supported Amnesty International since 8 years ago when | was an undergrad studying at Oxford
University. In 2004, | was the conductor of our university orchestra in a charity concert. The earnings from that
concert, we gave to Amnesty International to helping victims of the Sudan war. | came back to Thailand 3 years
ago and started the Bangkok Charity Orchestra wherethe earnings from selling tickets will be given to charity
organisations without deducting any expenses.”

Ae Nithikul or Nithithorn Thongkul is a country style singer and composer who supports respect for human
rights. “Human rights are our life and breath. If we have no breath, we will not have either life or rights,”
he said.

“Human rights violations still exist in this world. It just changes form from fighting and war into stealing resources
in order to construct huge development projects. Today, many people are affected by these projects in order to
respond to the demands of the growth of cities. The more development in these cities, the more forest resources
will be invaded. The electricity that we use in everyday life is produced from dams, which worsens the lives of
these people. Human dignity also vanishes.”

Warish Cha-em an ex-singer in the IDIOT band at RS entertainment, who now produces country songs,
supports respect for human rights. “These people will also have a chance to repent and become a better
person for society in the future. They might realise what they did and might not want to commit crimes
again. They might use these experiences of failure as a force to push themselves to a better way,” he
stated.

“Sentencing prisoners to death is way too easy. They should learn the lesson that what they did was wrong, very
wrong. We will use their time in jail to punish and define them. Let them have a chance to concentrate on
themselves. The torment from being imprisoned is the punishment that they deserve. If one dies from doing
wrong, it will end there, but if they are being imprisoned, it will be more torture than death. They need to learn and
be responsible for what they did. These people will also have a chance to repent annd become a better person
for society in the future. They might realise what they did and might not want to commit crimes again. They might
use these experiences of failure as a force to push themselves to a better way.”



TOAST TO FREEDOM

Listen Toast to Freedom at: www.toasttofreedom.org

VERSE 1
How delicious is the winning of her kiss
Bind her love to efemal bliss

She's the greatest power in the universe
Freedom

Her fouc al hope
Inthe d days and on the stee

Let yo nd kindness fil
Freedom -
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BRIDGE 3

Nobody's free until everybody's free

Together we walk a hard road, sail the raging seas
No prison cell, no censorship hell

Can claim our obedience and love

BREAKDOWN

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

OUTRO (W/BACKGROUND VOCALS)

Here's our toast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our foast to freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory

Here's our foast fo freedom
To human rights and dignity
Love, respect and forgiveness
United in the dream for victory
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Amnesty International marked its 50th anniversary celebration with the release of
"Toast to Freedom", an original commemorative song, performed by a selection of
renowned artists. Written by guitarist/producers Carl Carlton and Larry Campbell,
"Toast to Freedom" is the brainchild of Carlton and longtime music industry executive,
activist and entrepreneur Jochen Wilms to raise profile and funds for Amnesty
International

The song's title is inspired by the story behind the 1961 founding of Amnesty
International. British lawyer Peter Benenson claimed that his inspiration for Amnesty
came while reading about two Portuguese students sentenced to seven year'
imprisonment for raising their glasses in a toast to freedom at a Lisbon bar. In May
1961 Benenson launched the worldwide "Appeal for Amnesty 1961" campaign by
publishing front page article in the British newspaper The Observer. Reprinted in
newspaper across the world, Benenson's call to action was the spark that ignited a
fire of hope and inspiration in people around the world. It marked the beginning of
what has become a global movement of more than 3 million supporters, members,
and activists in more than 150 countries and territories worldwide.

The version to be performed in Bangkok Charity Orchestra presents Orchestra
Benefit Concert on Sunday, 15th of July 2012 at Siam Kempinski Hotel is specially
arranged for the Bangkok Charity Orchestra by German composer, Yoyo Réhm and
sing by four 'Artist for Amnesty' and renowned voice trainers in Thailand: Karn
Janthong, Panyapat Thummarattana, Suchanya Norrapadipat, and Thanat
Thunyahan.

FREEDOM




Artists Act Once More

No matter who you are or where you are you can stand up for human rights

Omotola is joining Amnesty International’s campaign calling on oil company Shell

to Own Up, Pay Up and Clean Up the Niger Delta.

FIND OUT MORE AND TAKE ACTION:

www.amnesty.or.th/en/our-work/50th-anniversary/50-years-amnesty-campaign

PUSSY RIOT

A Russian court's decision today to find guilty members of the punk
rock protest band Pussy Riot is a bitter blow for freedom of
expression in the country, Amnesty Intemational said today.

Three members of the all-female group were charged with
“hooliganism on grounds of religious hatred” after they sang a protest
song in Moscow’s main Orthodox cathedral in February.

The judge sentenced them to two years imprisonment in a penal
colony. The lawyers for the three said they were planning to appeal
the decision.

Amnesty Intemational said it believed that the trial of the Pussy Riot
defendants — Maria Alekhina, Ekaterina Samutsevich and Nadezhda
Tolokonnikova — was politically motivated, and that they were
wrongfully prosecuted for what was a legitimate — if potentially
offensive — protest action.

The organization considers all three activists to be prisoners of
conscience, detained solely for the peaceful expression of their
beliefs.

“The Russian authorities should overtum the court ruling and release
the members of Pussy Riot immediately and unconditionally,” said
John Dalhuisen, Director of Amnesty Intemational's Europe and
Central Asia Programme.

“What Maria Alekhina, Nadezhda Tolokonnikova and Ekaterina
Samutsevich did was calculated to shock - and did shock many. But
in sentencing them to two years’ imprisonment, Russia has set the
limits of freedom of expression in the wrong place.”

“A number of measures restricting the freedom of expression and
association have been introduced in response to the wave of protest
that accompanied the recent parliamentary and presidential
elections. This trial is another example of the Kremlin's attempts to
discourage and delegitimize dissent. It is likely to backfire.”
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Background

Pussy Riot performed the protest song “Virgin Mary, redeem us from
Putin” in Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Moscow on 21 February, with
the group members covering their faces in balaclavas.

The song called on the Virgin Mary to become a feminist and banish
Vladimir Putin. It also criticised the dedication and support shown to
Putin by some Russian Orthodox Church representatives. It was one
of a number of performances intended as a protest against Viadimir
Putin in the run-up to Russia’s presidential elections in March.

The Russian authorities subsequently arrested Maria Alekhina and
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova on 4 March, and Ekaterina Samutsevich on
15 March, claiming they were the masked singers.

The Pussy Riot trial started on 30 July in Moscow's Khamovnicheskii
District Court and was over in eight days. The judge dismissed most of
the defence team’s requests to call up witnesses. There were
concerns that fair trial standards might have been violated.

The case generated a wide debate on blogs, social networks and in
the media about freedom of expression, the place of the Church in a
modern secular state and the independence of courts.

In June, more than 200 Russian cultural figures, well-known writers,
musicians and actors, among others, signed an open letter in support
of Maria Alekhina, Nadezhda Tolokonnikova and Ekaterina
Samutsevich. It was then posted on the Echo Moskvy radio web site
and collected around 45,000 further signatures.

Also in June, a group of Orthodox believers sent an open letter to
Patriarch Kirill, the leader of the Russian Orthodox Church, asking for
mercy for the three arrested women.

In August, a group of lawyers published an open letter in which they
stated that the actions of the three women could not be qualified as a
crime and that bringing charges against them was in violation of the
Russian law.

The Pussy Riot case received a broad coverage abroad and
generated the support of many international artists, including Sting,
Madonna, Yoko Ono and Bjork.
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Artists write to UN leader Ban Ki-Moon
on a matter of life and death

SIGNATURES CAN BE AS POWERFUL AS BULLETS.

Posted: 02 July 2012

Keira Knightley, Yoko Ono, Scarlett Johansson, Coldplay, Bianca
Jagger, Vivienne Westwood, Tim Roth, Emmanuel Jal, Annie
Lennox and Kevin Spacey are just some of the names which have
joined forces to demand governments take immediate action to
help improve regulation of the international arms trade.

Later today, representatives from more than 190 governments
meet in New York for the first day of a month-long negotiation at
the United Nations to agree an Arms Trade Treaty, which will
control the supply of weapons, ammunition and armaments.

An effective Arms Trade Treaty would be based on a “Golden
Rule”: if there is a substantial risk that arms exported to another
country are likely to be used for serious human rights abuses;
violations of international humanitarian law; or to undermine
sustainable development, those arms supplies must be stopped.

More than 30 high-profile Oxfam and Amnesty International
supporters including Paul Conroy - the British war photographer
injured in the mortar attack that killed Sunday Times reporter
Marie Colvin and French photo journalist Remi Ochlik, in Homs,
Syria, earlier this year — have urged governments to deliver a
strong and effective treaty that helps protect human rights by
preventing the flow of arms to irresponsible users.

The letter has been sent to the UN Secretary-General, who will
play a vital role in the negotiations, by keeping the talks on track to
deliver a strong treaty that will really save lives.

The letter states:

The deadly and poorly regulated trade in arms leads to serious
human rights abuses, armed violence, conflict, poverty and
organised crime around the world.

The lack of clear binding principles governing decisions on
international arms transfers combined with patchy diverse and
poorly implemented national regulations are inadequate to deal
with the increasingly globalised nature of the arms trade. As a
result, iresponsible users are allowed to violate international
humanitarian and human rights law.

Colombian rock band Los Aterciopelados said:

“In Colombia, for decades civilians have been victims of armed
conflict. Displacement and violence are everyday occurrences.
The ceaseless flow of arms fuels this terrible reality. But this isn't
just the story of our country. It's vital that leaders implement a
strong Arms Trade Treaty. It is urgently needed that they control
arms to protect human rights.”

Anna Macdonald, Oxfam’s Head of Control Arms, said:

“This impressive range of public figures from many walks of life
urging governments to sign-up to a robust treaty this month
underlines the importance of the treaty negotiations.

“This is a critical moment. The world has never before agreed to
have a set of interational rules on the arms trade. This is a
chance of a lifetime, a chance of a generation, to make a
difference by stopping the trade flows of arms going into the wrong
hands.”

Brian Wood, Amnesty International's Manager of Arms Control,
Security Trade and Human Rights

“These are big voices echoing a global civil society message to
world leaders that is clear: seize this historic opportunity to agree a
Golden Rule to make a strong arms trade treaty that can stamp
out irresponsible arms trading, stop shattering the lives of millions
and help protect everyone’s human rights.”

No arms
for atrocities
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http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?newsId=20200

Annual General Meeting 2012

Amnesty International Thailand held its 2012 Annual
General Meeting at Xavier house, Rajavithi 12, Bangkok on
25th August 2012. 66 participants joined the meeting. The
Meeting elected Mr. Somchai Homla-or was elected
President of Amnesty International.

Pre-AGMs in 3 regions were well attended
by members.

In 2012, Pre-Annual General Meetings were held in 3 regions
for the first time. The purpose is to give members in the other
provinces an opportunity to participate and be informed about
activities within the organization.

The Northern region meeting was held on 2nd August 2012 at
Rajabhat Inn, Chiang Rai Rajabhat University, Chiang Rai

The Northeastern region meeting was held on 11th August 2012
at Samosorn Bukalakorn building, Mahasarakram University,
Mahasarakram.

The Southern region meeting was held on 13th August 2012 at
Grand Southern Thungsong Hotel, Nakhon Si Thammarat.

"The Pre-AGMs will be held annually, so those who missed them
this year, can be aftend next year in order to increase the
effective support for Human Rights and prevent violations in
Thailand," said Ms. Parinya Boonritruthaikul, Director of Amnesty
International Thailand.

"Human Rights and Death Penalty"

At the Amnesty International Thailand AGM, Somsri
Hananuntasuk and Chuwat Rerksirisuk were invited speakers
on Human Rights and the Death Penalty.

Ms. Somsri, former President of the Amnesty International
Thailand, currently serves at Thai PBS on the policy committee
supporting democracy, rural development, education, children,
juveniles and family development. She criticized the lack of
progress the judicial process. The need for the death penalty
proves that the process of justice has not progressed and
indicates that Thai society still views violence as normal and
agrees with the death penalty.

"Even if we agree to abolish the death penalty in society, it does
not mean that we support criminals. We still need to consider
what happens after abolition. Although Thai society is
considered to be Buddhist, monks, seen as the representatives
of the Buddha, cannot answer the question of the death penalty
or morality. So, we cannot rely on the religion. We human rights

Amnesty International Thailand

activists are the only ones who can have a large influence to
change opinions on the death penalty."”

Mr. Chuwat Rerksirisuk was previously a news reporter at the
Nation and editor of A Day Weekly. Now, he is editor of
Prachathai and host of the talk show "Wake Up Thailand" on
Voice TV. On the death penalty, he said that we need to
understand that humans are not good all the time or bad all the
time. Sometimes it can be changed. Whenever the crimes or
conflicts occur and governments need to make peace, how do
we manage it? If we think that everyone is the same and we
need to deal with it in the name of peace, can we judge whether
they can live with us or not? And does the term ‘cannot live
with us’ always mean killing them?

“I dreamed about a country that is called the island of heaven.
We shall make Thai society into a heaven where people respect
different ideas. We have to beware of people’s mistakes; it
doesn’'t mean that those people will always make mistakes.
This is what we have to link to the cause of the death penalty. If
we accept different views and mistake, the death penalty will
not be necessary"

IEC representative and Al Secretary General at
Al Thailand’s AGM

Mr.Go Euntae from the IEC attended Al Thailand’s AGM and
Salil Shetty, Amnesty International Secretary General also
joined via Skype.

The IEC is happy to celebrate Al Thailand's growth, especially
in activism which covers an important part of our global Human
Rights work. If we can have more resources to support sections
and structures in the global South, our Human Rights impact
can be strengthened further.

Salil Shetty, Secretary General of Al, joined us via skype. He is the
first secretary general ever to attend the AGM of Al Thailand. Since
Thailand was the first country he visited after joining Al, Salil
considers the country to be of particular importance to him. He
congratulated and welcomed Al Thailand’s structure status and
shared a few words of encouragement and wisdom with the
members and staffs.
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Mr. Somchai Homla-or was re-elected President of Amnesty
International Thailand

The Annual General Meeting held the elections for president and one board member. 33 members
were eligible to vote (having held membership for not less than 6 months).

Of 2 candidates for president, Mr. Somchai Hormla-or was re-elected for another 2 years on a vote
of 19:13 and 1 voided ballot.

Of 2 candidates for board member, Mr. Chamnan Chanruang was elected with 21 votes. The
losing candidates got 8 and 3 votes each with 1 voided ballot.

So that the Board of Amnesty International Thailand in 2012 comprises:

1. Mr. Somchai Hormla-or President

2. Mrs. Chunsuk Arsaithummakul Vice President
3. Ms. Pimjai Pimjaichon Treasurer

4. Ms. Pornpen Kongkajornkiet Committee

5. Mr. Chamnan Chanruang Committee

Lastly, we want to mention that the strength of the Al Thailand depends on our supporters and
members. You make up the force that promotes Human Rights. "The greatest value of your
support and membership is the guarantee that you are one more person interested in and
concerned about Human Rights." Thank you again for your participation and support.

This was the first year we awarded certificates to members who support
Al activities to promote protect and support human rights in Thailand.

Ask One More Award: Kreratikarn Tachawattanakul and Ananchai Phokham
Member Who Always with Amnesty: Alec Bamford

Couple Who Always With Amnesty: Charles Symons and Piyanut Kotsan
Most Frequent Volunteer Award: Anchalee Seemuang



https://www.facebook.com/charles.symons
https://www.facebook.com/charles.symons
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