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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

THE SECOND DECADE OF
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL THAILAND

“THE CHALLENGING OBLIGATION”

Over the past decade since Amnesty
International Thailand was registered in
Thailand as an association for human
rights protection, it must be recognized
that the organization has yet to receive
much acceptance. One reason was that
the previous name of the organization
was “asamsiisinenssuana (Ong Kan
Niratod Sa-gum Sa-kon)” This caused
misunderstanding about the organization’s
purpose as aiding convicted prisoners; it
also created a negative impression
particularly after the capital punishment
cases in 2006 that caused an apparent
divide in society. Our organization was
inevitably viewed with suspicion.

This was the main reason why in 2011
was officially changed the use of name in
Thai language from “asamsiisnenssuaina
(Ong Kan Niratod Sa-gum Sa-kon)” to
English pronunciation transliterated as
“Amnesty International Thailand”, making
clear our unity with Amnesty International
worldwide. The goal of the organization
however remains the protection and
promotion of respect for human rights in
Thai society and worldwide.

In spite of the change the use of name,
the organization is only known in a
restricted circle, as shown by various
local media agencies that continue to
call us by our former name, despite our
efforts to correct

The most important thing is not whether
our organization is widely known, but
more importantly, it depends on whether
our members and supports adhere to
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human rights principles and actively
take part in defending and protecting
human rights, since human rights
violation has aggravated and become
more complex.

Generally, the members and supporters
of Amnesty International in various
countries play a significant role in
campaigning against human rights
violations worldwide. The staffs of each
office would coordinate and facilitate
work in support of members.

This is how Amnesty International has
been working and can truly be seen as
an ordinary people movement.

THIS HAS YET TO OCCUR AT
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
THAILAND!!!

Amnesty International Thailand at the end
of 2012 had more than 1,000 members.
Among them are lawyers, human rights
activists, development workers, activists,
scholars, teachers, artists, students,
company employees, housewives etc.
Although our organization can be
considered a large civil society movement,
specially when compared with other civil
society organizations with smaller
membership, but are more influential and
able to create public awareness of social
problems.

We must admit that the movement of
Amnesty International Thailand members
is not yet strong.

Most activities and campaigns are
organized by staff with the participation
of less than 10 percent of the members.

This is a challenge for Amnesty
International Thailand. The aim is not
to hand all duties over to our members,
as staff will continue to seriously work on
their part. We simply want to see society
standing up to firmly defend, protect and
promote human rights.

This is our mission in the new decade.
Although it will be challenging,
we believe that by working together,
we can achieve our goal.

Sincerely yours,

Parinya Boonridrerthaikul
Director
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| learnt about Amnesty International in 1977, not because the organization won the Nobel Peace Prize
that year, but rather because | was a political prisoner or prisoner of conscience and Amnesty
International demanded my release from the Thai government

In fact, | was not the only prisoner that the
organization campaigned for. | was captured
during the massacre of 6 October 1976 at

Thammasat University, the most gruesome
event in Thai history.

In fact, | was not the only prisoner that the organization campaigned for. | was captured during the
massacre of 6 October 1976 at Thammasat University, the most gruesome event in Thai history.
Extreme right-wing groups such as the Red Gaurs and Village Scouts joined forces with the state, in
particularly the Border Patrol Police. Early in the morning of October 6, 1976 the Border Patrol Police
used weapons of war to injure and kill students and people who gathered on the Thammasat University
football field to protest against a military dictatorship regaining control. Hundreds of protesters were
kiled and many were hanged from the tamarind trees in Sanam Luang. Many female students
disappeared, and some were tortured, raped, murdered. Thousands of people were injured. The rest of
the crowd either escaped or were captured and taken into custody at the Metropolitan Police Academy,
Bang Khen, the same location now used to imprison UDD (United Front of Democracy Against
Dictatorship) protesters charged with committing crimes. The victims are still traumatized from the
incident. This event remains a mystery in Thai society.

Professor Thongchai Winichakul and Professor Somsak Jeamteerasakul, leading the Thammasat
students, Khun Arom Phongphangan (now deceased), a labour leader, and thousands of people,
including myself, were detained together. Most people were soon released from prison. The rest,
however, were charged with communism, rebellion and resisting the authorities. 40 people, including me,
were released after being held for 10 months after the Attorney-General’s decision to not prosecute us.
The remaining 22 people, including Thongchai, Somsak, Arom and others such as Professor Surachart
Bamrungsuk and Sutham Sangprathum, who were student leaders, were prosecuted in a military court in
Bangkok. They were imprisoned for two years during the court proceedings and then released.

After the massacre at Thammasat University, the military regime, calling itself the National Administrative
Reform Council, took control and established a dictatorship. Thailand entered a ruthless era. Same as the
Sarit Thanarat era, those who had different views from the authoritarian government were hunted down
and murdered. Others were captured and charged with posing a threat to society. There were no trials to
prosecute the case fairly. The October 6 event made international headlines and foreigners abroad know
more of the situation than the Thai people did; the authoritarian regime kept the Thai people blinded from
the information.

Amnesty International campaigned continuously to the point where my release and the release of every
other prisoner were granted. A few years later, | had the opportunity to talk to a government agent who
explained that citizens worldwide sent hundreds of thousands of letters to the government and to the
Office of His Majesty's Principal Private Secretary pressuring for the release of prisoners and finally
succeeding.

Ten years ago | joined human rights activists in establishing Amnesty International Thailand; | was a
founding member of the organization and accepted the position as Chairman. Amnesty International is
supported by the public all over the world, and promotes and protects human rights without any
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, political opinion, etc. The fact that Amnesty International helped
me during my years of captivity after the October 6 massacre, led me to appreciate the organization;
| decided to join their membership and their cause forever.

) A

Somchai Homlaor

Bangkok
20 March 2013
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Amnesty International became known in Thailand after the 6 October 1976 incident as an
international volunteer organization working for human rights. At that time, Amnesty
International was campaigning for the release of prisoners of conscience and followed the
situation here by collecting information and observing trials. The martial court trials were
initially kept closed. But pressure from the international community, including Amnesty
International, resulted in the 22 suspects being tried in a civil court, at a fair trial in
accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Eventually, all 22 accused
were released. This success of Amnesty International’s campaign created an awareness
of the organization in Thai society, especially in media circles, among social activists, and
by the government.

Later, there was an attempt to gather a group of people interested in human rights. This did
not draw much attention because human rights were seen as remote. Such groups were
also carefully watched by the state. It was not until 1993 that a committee was established
for the first time to run Amnesty International Thailand. An Annual General Meeting was
organized the following year. Campaigns were organized and the number of members
increased as more people joined the movement. The organization was officially registered
in 2003 under the name "Association for Amnesty International".

From 2003 until today, the developments and activities brought about by Amnesty
International have created a culture of human rights within the Thai society. These activities
have provided knowledge and opportunities to students, teachers, human rights activists,
non-government development workers, community organizations, the media, religious and
ethnic minorities and unprivileged and disadvantaged groups, such as patients with
HIV/AIDS. Some activities have been conducted in coordination with government agencies
such as the ministries of Justice, Social Development and Human Security, Education and
Public Health, and independent agencies such as the National Human Rights Commission.

Activities conform to the mandate of Amnesty international, and are developed through a
participatory planning process and are approved at an Annual General Meeting. Gilobal
activities of Amnesty International, such as the release of the annual report on the human
rights situation around the world, create further awareness.

Since its official registration a decade ago, Amnesty International Thailand has faced
countless obstacles and criticisms, but continues to move forward without fear and with the
goal of working to protect human rights and creating a culture of respect for human rights in
Thailand.

FREEDOM 4
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Until every person enjoy all of
their rights, our candle of hope
will continue to burn. It will burn
until all human beings can live in
dignity; until every person's voice
can be heard; until no one is
tortured or executed. ”

British lawyer Peter Benenson,
Founder of Amnesty International



| AMNESTY PEOPLE
FROM THE BEGINNING UNTIL NOW’

ALEC BAMFORD

When did you first heard about Amnesty International?
| really don’t remember. Amnesty International is well-known in the UK where
| was educated and | can’t remember when | first heard about it.

When did you become a member?

When | was a student | was interested in human rights but my time was spent
on the Vietnam War and anti-apartheid campaigns. | knew Amnesty
International and people in it but was busy with other things. | became a
member when | was in Thailand. After October 6, 1976 it was very difficult for
anyone in Thailand to do campaigning work, especially foreigners. Then | read
a newspaper article (in a foreign newspaper) about an Amnesty International
group in Europe and it struck me that if | couldn't work on cases in Thailand,
Amnesty International was a way to work on cases in other countries. So | wrote
to the International Secretariat and they told me there was no organization in
Thailand but put me in contact with the regional office, then in Sri Lanka.

66

When | was a student | was interested in
human rights but my time was spent on the

Vietnam War and anti-apartheid campaigns.

| knew Amnesty International and people in
it but was busy with other things. | became
a member when | was in Thailand.

What activities did you take part in?

Well, there were no group activities in Thailand. | didn’t even know if there
were any other members here. So | got reports from the regional office and
wrote letters.

When did you join Amnesty International Thailand?

| don'’t know how it started, but an academic at Chula was a member (though | didn’t know) and she had
been sent a list of other names in Thailand. We knew each other because we were both English
teachers so she invited me to meetings. We had 2 groups, with the creative names of Bangkok 1 and
Bangkok 2, but it was hard going. | began to realize the problems. The idea of human rights wasn’t well
known and Thais have been taught a kind of nationalism that makes them surprisingly ignorant of other
countries. Then London gave us a budget to rent an office and part-time staff but then withdrew it, and
things fell apart and | went back to working by myself.

When did Amnesty International Thailand start properly?

Well it started, but not properly. The regional office had moved to Hong Kong and someone from there
came here and contacted a teacher at the Thai Chamber of Commerce University, who I'd never heard of,
and she started an office. | found out about from a newspaper article. Since Amnesty International knew me
('d been sending them information on human rights abuses in Thailand) | assumed they didn't want
foreigners in Amnesty International Thailand. Or maybe just me.

But you did become a member of Amnesty International Thailand eventually.

Yes, By then, | was working with foreign volunteers, many of whom had been Amnesty International
members in their own countries and had more experience of Amnesty International than me.
We formed a group and adopted a Burmese Prisoner of Conscience and campaigned on his case.
One member of our group became a member of the Board but language was a problem because
everything was done in Thai. Eventually they chose me as the group’s representative on the Board.
And | started making trouble for the office. I've never stopped. But the volunteer programmes in
Thailand have closed so no more group. Then when | retired there were a couple of times when there
was gap between Directors so | was asked to do a couple of months as Acting Director.

Are you a member of a group now?

I'm helping Power of the Pen. The idea is to work on the problems | came across years ago:
people’s knowledge about human rights is limited; they don’t know much about foreign countries; and
they need English to campaign on cases. So I'm helping a group with these problems and when they
can work on their own, we'll start a second group and so on. So I'm a temporary member.

FREEDOM 5
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MORAKOT WIRIYATHAWEECHAI

Ms. Morakot was treasurer during Amnesty International Thailand’s
establishment. She was asked by Mr. Thawat Anantothaiheard, a Board at that
time that the organization needed someone who have knowledge of accounting
and finance. With some experience in this field, she volunteered for the job.

Working closely with Amnesty International Thailand, Ms. Morakot was able to see
the vision, mission and the work of the organization, and is proud to have been a
part of it.

“Working with Amnesty International Thailand has opened my eyes. It is not only
our country that faces these issues. On the contrary, people in many other
countries await our help. The principles of Amnesty International are clear and
straightforward. Not campaigning individually in the country is a smart strategy.
On the one hand campaigning as a group enhances transparency, fairness, and
safety for the members and staff. On the other hand, it trains us to be generous,
be universal, and be considerate for fellow human beings without any
discrimination as to identity, race, or skin colour. This is a good working principle,
and if everyone can follow the principles of Amnesty International, then we can
makes the world a better place for living.

Therefore, | would like to invite all members to create new ideas and have the
spirit to unite for a better world to live in. Amnesty’s motto and spirit has always
emphasized human rights as a universal matter, without any differentiation.”

“The principles of Amnesty International are clear
and straightforward. Not campaigning individually
in the country is a smart strategy. On the one hand
campaigning as a group enhances transparency,
fairness, and safety for the members and staff. On
the other hand, it trains us to be generous, be
universal, and be considerate for fellow human
beings without any discrimination as to identity,
race, or skin colour. ”
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Thawat Ananthothai

Former Board of Amnesty International Thailand

THAWAT ANANTHOTHAI

It was during his studies in the United States that Mr. Thawat learned
about Amnesty International and joined as a member. In contrast to
its significant role abroad, Mr. Thawat had neither heard of nor seen
any work of Amnesty International in Thailand; it was as if the
organization did not exist. Some time later, Mr. Thawat found out
from a professor that there was in fact such organization in Thailand,
but without any staff or proper office. It was then that he joined in and,
in 2003, an association was formerly established. Mr. Thawat played
a part in the founding and establishment of the rules of this
association.

“l have an interest in and give high importance to the issue of human
rights. Human Rights is a universal issue. There is no differentiation.
If you are a human rights activist, how can you separate the nature
of human beings? Will you separate them by writing in brackets their
country of origin, race, gender, social status, or family surname?

Present position: Board of Duang Prateep Foundation During campaigns, if you ever ask others for a passport check or the

I have an interest in and give high
importance to the issue of human
rights. Human Rights is a universal
issue. There is no differentiation.

If you are a human rights activist,

how can you separate the nature of
human beings? Will you separate them
by writing in brackets their country of
origin, race, gender, social status, or
family surname? During campaigns,

if you ever ask others for a passport
check or the country of an incident,
by definition that means you are not a
human rights activist. At most, you are
a “human rights activist for Thai
people” because your heart has yet to
reach universality. ”

country of an incident, by definition that means you are not a human
rights activist. At most, you are a “human rights activist for Thai
people” because your heart has yet to reach universality.”

Mr.Thawat showed that rights violations still occur in many countries. We should not limit
our sights only to what goes on in Europe or the Scandinavian countries such as Sweden
or Finland where there is a higher level of peace. We should however also acknowledge
countries like Burma and China where campaigns or free speech on rights violations are
often limited or even targeted.

“Working domestically on campaigns regarding rights violations may cause limitations and
put oneself in danger. Additionally, there is a tendency to be biased. Personal emotions,
politics, society, or employment-related reasons can interfere while working on campaigns.

Moreover, caring only for our surroundings (our country) could cause us to overlook events
occurring in other countries. It is regarded as selfish if all a person cares about every day is
himself or herself. Therefore, fighting for human rights will not be a success if activists
worldwide do not unite their power to help.”

Mr.Thawat firmly believes in the principles of Amnesty International; particularly in the
campaign against rights violations worldwide through explanations and talks that have
helped people visualize how beneficial it is to help others.

“Campaigning in Amnesty International is uniting power globally. Everyone profits from
helping one another. Similarly, when we help a country, we will in return have a hundred
countries helping us. With help from countries like the UK, the United States of America
and Japan, there is surely more to gain than to lose.”

“Furthermore, it is worth asking why many countries, particularly developed countries, that
have a higher standard of living with rather good economic status, are helping others. They
are ready to deliver immediate help when rights are unjustly violated. This is a matter of
conscience...How good is your conscience? When you withess someone in trouble,
are you able to stand by and do nothing? If not, then we share the same ideology.
Therefore, please join us to make this world a better place.”

FREEDOM 7
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

S C——

Amnesty International is that the
organization was one of the first to push
for human rights principles and respect
for human dignity. Although some
people are called evil, society needs to
give them a chance to prove their
innocence. This is a point members
must support. The word ‘international’
is not a matter of external appearance;
it is a universal matter for everyone,
whatever their language, nationality,
skin colour, or wealth. We must adhere

to these principles. ”

FREEDOM 8

SARAWUT PRATOOMRAT

Mr. Sarawut Pratoomrat is a human rights activist and one of the founding
members of Amnesty Intemational Thailand. He said that he became
familiar with the organization after the 6 October 1976 incident. At the time,
Amnesty Interational had 4 main campaigns: for the abolition of the death
penalty, against torture, for the release of prisoners of conscience, and for
fair trials for political prisoners. In Thailand, there was confusion about the
definition of ‘Prisoners of Conscience’ and ‘Palitical Prisoners.” Mr. Sarawut
clarified the difference:

“A prisoner of conscience is a person who is imprisoned or does not
have freedom of movement solely because of differences in religious
belief, political views, race, gender, skin colour, language, ethnic
background, economic and social status, national origin, or gender
identity, who has neither used nor condoned the use of violence.
Prisoners of Conscience are therefore imprisoned due to their belief
or their identity, not because they committed a crime.

Amnesty International calls for the immediate and unconditional release
of all prisoners of conscience.

Unlike prisoners of conscience, political prisoners may be associated with the use of violence
or use weapons to retaliate against the state. In this case, Amnesty Intemational would demand
a fair and transparent trial.

Regarding Article 112 during 6 October 1976, Amnesty Intemnational concluded that prisoners
with different values and opinions from the general public or the state, and charged with treason
qualified as political prisoners. The Thai government tried them under martial law. Amnesty
International called for trials in civil courts, legal representation, and access to bail. Amnesty
International also asked that the prisoners receive medical attention. As a result from the global
campaigns, the prisoners were granted an amnesty.”

Mr. Sarawut spoke of the importance and interest he has previously given to prisoners. He said
that he opposed the use of the death penalty and therefore he joined the organization because
it worked in this field. Since 1984-1985, it has been necessary to translate documents in order to
spread information and knowledge to members and the general public regarding who we are,
our work, and the process of joining us.

“When translated ‘Amnesty Intemational’ into Thai, we used the Thai words meaning ‘amnesty’,
and ‘universal’” and since it is an intemational organization, we added the Thai word for
‘organization’ (asRmstistnunssnanna (Ong Kan Niratod Sa-gum Sa-kon)). The opening of the
organization was dynamic and attention-grabbing; the general public, NGOs, university
students, and even employees of Thai Airways, were interested and joined in. As we were
writing letters to prisoners, we also hired a teacher to teach letter writing in English. The initial
fervour died out as we were each busy with our daily assignments at Amnesty International.”

Mr. Sarawut’s message to members of Amnesty International Thailand is that the organization
was one of the first to push for human rights principles and respect for human dignity. Although
some people are called evil, society needs to give them a chance to prove their innocence.
This is a point members must support. The word ‘intemational’ is not a matter of external
appearance; it is a universal matter for everyone, whatever their language, nationality, skin
colour, or wealth. We must adhere to these principles.

Furthermore, he encouraged members to write letters to prisoners, to sign their names on the
postcards the organization sends or online. “These activities are within the members’ ability and
are not time-consuming; we waste much more time using Facebook.”



“ Amnesty International is an
international organization and is a
global movement. Not only do we help
Thai people, we reach out worldwide.
We are part of a group that helps
those in need that face injustice. If
you do not understand the meaning of
‘prisoner of conscience’, you can
overlook its importance and so will not
understand the reason for helping
them because they are quick in
response and argumentation. It is
compassion we ask in the letters we
write to various governments; we ask
that prisoners of conscience have
access to doctors, family, and lawyers,
all of which are basic rights they

deserve. ”

SANTI ISROWUTHAKUL

He was the first Chair of Amnesty International Thailand twenty years
ago. Presently, Mr. Santi is a Simultaneous Conference Interpreter.

He was also previously a member of the artists group that joined the
political movement of 6 October 1976, when he was imprisoned and
became a prisoner of conscience.

Mr. Santi studied abroad in the United States and therefore he is quite
familiar with political assemblies and expression. After the 6 October
1976 incident he worked closely with Amnesty International and
collaborated with a group of individuals in Thailand who care about the
issue of human rights. They started off with writing letters to governments
that violated human rights and demanded for the release of prisoners of
conscience.

“Amnesty International is an international organization and is a global movement. Not only do
we help Thai people, we reach out worldwide. We are part of a group that helps those
in need that face injustice. If you do not understand the meaning of ‘prisoner of conscience’,
you can overlook its importance and so will not understand the reason for helping them
because they are quick in response and argumentation. It is compassion we ask in the letters
we write to various governments; we ask that prisoners of conscience have access to
doctors, family, and lawyers, all of which are basic rights they deserve.”

Mr. Santi explained that the office and the funds to support did not exist then; yet, everybody
worked willingly by coming to meetings, choosing cases to campaign and write letters on, and
researching for information exchange. Moreover, the letter writing was by hand and needed to
be in English; therefore English writing classes were necessary. In addition, nobody minded
the fact that they had to pay themselves for the stamps for the letters. All of this was achieved
because of the care and concern they share for human rights violations globally.

“In every country there is suppression of political opinion, innocent people convicted and
imprisoned, and abuse of power. These are recurring events in every country. Even though China
has undergone development and change, human rights is still violated, this is the same as with
the United States.”

Collaborating with Amnesty International is essentially dealing with universal values. We must
help each other in times of need because we are not alone but we are part of the global
citizenship. Mr. Santi passed his words to the new generation that will play a part in building
a human rights culture:

“The issue of human rights is international. It does not differentiate people because everybody is
entitied to these basic rights. If we understand that having a universal conscience is important,
then we will not have to question the benefits we get out of working with Amnesty International.
On the other hand, this is harder to achieve with the younger generation because they have not
gone through the hardships of movements, or borne the distress of others. In other words,
they grew up in the comfort of the middle class. As a resul, it is unthinkable for them to be
politically involved in such movements. We have to make them know the important of human
rights, hear the history from people who have experiences, so that they can visualize, perhaps
understand, and learned directly from it.”
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FREEDOM 10

SOMTHOB LAONIYOMTHAI

Presently a legal consultant, former a board of Amnesty International
Thailand. Mr. Somthob has shared his story on working with Amnesty
International Thailand a few years ago. His interest lies in the victims of
rights violations. Working with Amnesty International Thailand has
therefore increased his knowledge in terms of children’s rights and
human rights education. In addition, he was involved in campaigning
for refugees, abolishing the death penalty, torture and on economic,
social, and cultural rights.

\ “Campaigning at the Ministry of Education, demanding the inclusion
- » | of human rights in the school curriculum was an outstanding
‘\ | achievement in 2000-2003. There were discussions and meetings of
. members with the Ministry. Members were meeting in groups to pick

‘ a topic of interest to campaign on. | was in the group ‘For U’ which
focused on human rights education. We gave advice to parents on the
rights of the child.”

Thai society still lacks awareness in human rights. Mr. Somthob, therefore wants to share with
new members of Amnesty Interational Thailand that it is presently a good opportunity to
share information with others so they can acknowledge and help us campaign.

“As members, we do not only acknowledge the human rights news, we also have to act on
the issue of human rights or invite others to become members. This will widen our network
and help build a respected human rights culture within our society”

“l believe that working on the issue of human rights is significant. As a member of Amnesty
International Thailand and of society, human rights is an issue that is close to us and is
unavoidable. We cannot deny our part because that will certainly cause a negative impact on
us. Therefore, | would like to invite friends and family to pay attention to the issue of human
rights, to have a chance to exchange stories, create an understanding among others, and
invite them to help in campaigning. This will help build a network of support and change in
our society, and will in effect allow them to comprehend further on the issue of human rights.”

SUPEE LAONIYOMTHAI

She is former Board of Amnesty International Thailand. Ms. Supee
strongly believes that Amnesty Intemational’s work is one way of helping one
another and creating peace in the world.

“Human rights is an interational issue; even smaller countries accept this
principle. Therefore, | would like the members to play a larger role in the
work of promoting and protecting human rights. Small steps can indeed
create positive changes for the society.”

“Many countries give importance to this field; | therefore feel proud that
we are able to push Thailand from a domestic view to an international
standpoint on the issue of human rights. Having members within each
country is an illustration that the country gives value to human rights.”

However, Ms. Supee admits that working on human rights in Thailand
is challenging. Even though Thai people are kind and generous, they
tend to care mostly for themselves in times of need. This is because in
the present day people value their privacy and individual space. Thus,
demanding rights protection for others is not a common gesture or
culture.

“As a member of Amnesty International Thailand, we must unite for
a universal conscience in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights: “All people everywhere have the same human rights”,
which no one can take away.”



Those who help people in Thailand are
those who are aware and cannot
tolerate injustice and human rights
violations. They ignore borders and
come to help. A lesson that global
society learnt was that a domestic issue
left unsolved could surely have an
international impact, such as WWI and
WWII. The issues stem from disputes,
greed, and the hunger for power among
a few countries and can spread
worldwide. The issue will sooner or later
reach our home if we just observe and
do not act. The era of human rights saw
the establishment of the United Nations

that helped prevent rights violations. ”

DR. LADDAWAN TANTIWITAYAPITAK

She is the Deputy Secretary General of the Law Reform
Commission of Thailand, and a former Chairman, Director, and
Treasurer of Amnesty International Thailand. Like many people,
she first knew about Amnesty International through the 6 October
1976 incident. At the time, she was working with the Coordinating
Group for Religion and Society campaigning for the release of
political prisoners, which collaborated with Amnesty International in
a campaign to release prisoners of conscience. As working
domestically was no longer effective, international pressure was
a major factor that helped push for the release of imprisoned
students and citizens.

“Those who help people in Thailand are those who are aware and
cannot tolerate injustice and human rights violations. They ignore
borders and come to help. A lesson that global society learnt was
that a domestic issue left unsolved could surely have an
international impact, such as WWI and WWII. The issues stem
from disputes, greed, and the hunger for power among a few
countries and can spread worldwide. The issue will sooner or later
reach our home if we just observe and do not act. The era of
human rights saw the establishment of the United Nations that
helped prevent rights violations.”

According to Dr. Laddawan, the grassroots level should not ignore what they know and
must unite in campaigning for human rights. Refusing to do so could have a global
impact. For example, some people believe that foreigners should not get involve with
domestic politics and the violence in Myanmar, arguing that the killings are an internal
matter of the dictatorship. Others believe that as neighbouring countries, we live our lives
happily at home, ignoring violence nearby while weapons are being sold. For example,
as North Korea continues to test nuclear missiles, a large number of people in Thailand
are happy and ignorant of the situation. Even if they are aware, they do not care about
events abroad such as in China or the United States. If these countries join forces,
the violence can spread and eventually reach us. Therefore, when we see injustice,
we should act and help others to stop the problem and prevent it from reaching us.

Dr. Laddawan also said that the issue of human rights has now become more complicated.
Problems impacting human rights include access to resources for the poor, environmental
problems and development rights, and Thailand’s preparations for the upcoming ASEAN
Economic Community remain unclear.

“Regarding ASEAN and migrant workers, we must first admit that they entered our
country to work and contribute to Thai society. They should thus receive the same labour
rights as Thai workers; at the least they should receive the basic rights under the labour
law, including salary or other welfare benefits. Similarly, we would in turn hope that Thai
workers abroad are treated as locals are.”

Dr. Laddawan noted that it should not be difficult to abolish the death penalty in Thailand
because Thailand is a Buddhist country. We must however encourage people in society to
change their mentality. They must be supported and encouraged to forgive and understand
the importance of forgiving. People who commit wrongful acts must be given another chance
in society because we believe that everyone can make mistakes. They therefore deserve
a chance to correct their behaviour. An example can be seen from Angulimala, a robber and
a murderer, who had a second chance to ordain as a monk and achieve the status of
a Buddhist saint.

“A society that has abolished the death penalty illustrates social awareness and respect for
life. The right to life is a basic human right. Therefore, if members can help encourage and
campaign for our society to decrease or abolish the use of death penalty, it will mean that
the Thai society has higher values towards human rights. This is a task for all members,”
said Dr. Laddawan.
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Stand
together

for human

rights

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

.

| do not agree with any crime people
have committed, including corruption.
When criminals are captured, they
deserved to be punished appropriately.
Although the constitutions in various
countries state death penalty as the
maximum level of punishment,

| however do not view eliminating
criminals completely from society as a
punishment. The key focus should be
to correct and improve a person’s
behaviour and lead them back to
society. Killing any person who is a
problem is not the answer. On the
contrary, it introduces more violence as
a solution to issues in society.
Therefore, if we do not learn to
understand the root of the problem and
try to fix it, crime will likely increase. ”
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SOMSRI HANANUNTASUK

She is former Chair and Consultant of Amnesty International
Thailand. She is an opponent of the death penalty and has
dedicated her life to campaigning against it. She is presently
a Board of THAI PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE (THAI
PBS).

Ms. Somsri joined Amnesty International as an activist when she
graduated from university. Her interest in human rights in general, combined with the violence
of 6 October 1976, gave her a perspective towards violence and its failure to solve problems
in society. Working for Amnesty International was a promising method.

“Amnesty International has helped a large number of people domestically and internationally.
It is regarded as a model of a human rights organization. If you do not help others value
human rights, one day it could be your rights that are violated and you may face injustice;
you never know what you may fall into.”

Ms. Somsri campaigned for the abolition of the death penalty. She argues that execution is
a violation of human rights, particularly the right to life; a basic right that cannot be lessened in
any way regardless of the severity of the crime. It is acceptable that a wrong must be
punished, but a life should never be taken away.

“l do not agree with any crime people have committed, including corruption. When criminals are
captured, they deserved to be punished appropriately. Although the constitutions in various
countries state death penalty as the maximum level of punishment, | however do not view
eliminating criminals completely from society as a punishment. The key focus should be to
correct and improve a person’s behaviour and lead them back to society. Kiling any person
who is a problem is not the answer. On the contrary, it introduces more violence as a solution
to issues in society. Therefore, if we do not learn to understand the root of the problem and try
to fix it, crime will likely increase.”

Furthermore, Ms. Somsri always had faith in the new generation. “They live in the world where
human rights are respected to an unprecedented degree. However, it is possible that they will
easily be taken in the state due to their lack of experience or lack of knowledge of current
events. Therefore, it is important that the new generation looks outside the box and towards the
future to become a good support for the upcoming generations.”

“With ASEAN approaching, you have to take Thailand and the 9 neighbouring countries into
consideration. You can no longer ignore cases such as the disappearance of Sombath
Somphone, a senior activist in Laos civil society; or cases in the Philippines or in Malaysia; or in
Singapore where there are several accounts of human rights violations. We have to look,
not only nationally, but beyond the borders including ASEAN, Australia, the United States,
and in Europe; these developed countries are ready to help others, therefore we should help in
return. Additionally, helping others means helping ourselves to have values and have a purpose
to achieve good for human beings. This is why working with Amnesty Interational is one of the
methods to help people globally.”



“Who is Amnesty International? Everyone who has ever written a letter asking for the
release of a prisoner of conscience...everyone who has ever stood in a vigil
mourning the death of a political prisoner....everyone who has ever handed out
leaflets, stuffed envelopes...done accounts... Every name on every petition counts.”

Said accepting the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977, the Amnesty International delegation.

This edition of ‘FREEDOM’ tells the story of Amnesty International
Thailand, on the occasion of our official 10th anniversary. We work to
protect and support human rights and tell others about our work. We
appreciate how important volunteers, activists, and supporters are in

our fight against the violation of human rights in every corner of the

world for making sure that
“ordinary people can make extraordinary change.”

For the 10th anniversary of Amnesty International Thailand,
we ask “all ordinary people” who are interested
and concerned about human rights and cannot ignore
the violation of human rights, although that violation
will happen to anyone in this world to be another one who
join us, and persuade others to join us and carry on
the movement!

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL THAILAND:

“ORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY CHANGE!”
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If you are the ordinary people or just the people who
interested and concerned about human rights, but you are
not a member of Amnesty International Thailand, there are
10 ways for ordinary people like us to make the extraordinary
change.

Whether you only have 5 minutes or more time to spare,
we've got  a way for you to make a difference in this world.

Our strength lies in collective action. With over 3 million
Amnesty members and supporters, we help individuals
around the world whose human rights are being violated.

Here are 10 ways you can make a difference:

1. Take action right now! With so many issues happening
all around the world, sign a petition on one of the many
human rights issues facing our communities around the
world.

2. Attend an event. Events are a great way to get to
educate yourself and others about human rights and meet
other like-minded people in your community who want to
take action together.

3. Become a member. We are a movement of ordinary
people. Each time a new person joins, Amnesty’s light
shines brighter on the injustices occurring at different
places around the world. Join today.

4. Financial support. Your gift helps keep our movement
free from corporate influence and independent from
government agendas. Contribute now!

5. Volunteer. Our network of volunteers have the chance to
try almost anything—writing letters and organizing a group
to responding to a crisis, leading a lobby effort or carrying
out our campaigns—we invite you to explore the diverse
volunteer opportunities available to you around the country.

6. Join a Group. Together, the members of our groups take
action, reach out to new communities and educate the
public about how they can make human rights a reality for
all.

7. Follow a Campaign. Are you passionate about a certain
issue? Join a network of activists around the country who
are using campaigns to teach communities about torture,
abolition of the death penalty, freedom of expression and
more.

8. Shop for a Cause. At our online store you can shop
t-shirts and a variety of gifts with a purpose.

9. Write for Rights. Join our one of the largest events on
behalf of political prisoners, human rights defenders and
others whose rights are being violated by their
governments or corporations.

10. Partner with us. Through collaborations, partnerships
and collective action, we can improve the state of human
rights here and abroad. If you represent a university,
association or agency, explore the ways you can support
Amnesty International.
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If you are an ordinary person who is a member of Amnesty
International Thailand, you might know about the roles of being
a member. One of our main aims is to invite others to become our
membership, as we need this important strength and power to
protect and support human rights.

For the 10th anniversary of Amnesty International Thailand,
we implore all the members to take action by inviting at least
10 people, including family members, friends, co-workers,
efc., to become Amnesty International Thailand members.

Don’t forget! We must let people know that being a member is
incredibly important. To be a member of Amnesty International
Thailand means that you will not overlook the violation of human
rights, and your voice will be a contribution to the extraordinary
change that will definitely happen.

“*The membership application can be copied.

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of Amnesty International
Thailand, we urge you to write more letters and sign more
petitions in order to create more pressure to governments and
those whose must be responsible to protect, promote and
fuffill rights of individuals. Writing letters is easy and simple.
Everyone can do it everywhere. We have power to call for
changes and to represent those whose human rights have
been violated. We have power to call for their justice while
they cannot do it themselves. Writing letters and signing in
petitions are therefore powerful and effective means to create
international pressures. Let’s contribute to celebrate the most
meaningful gift to Amnesty International Thailand is year by
joining these campaigns!

1AM ONE FOR TEN!

We ask “YOU” to writing letters or give your signature to
support 10 Individual at Risk cases that Amnesty
International Thailand will be promoting throughout 2013.

| AM TEN FOR ONE!

We want “YOU” to ask 9 more people from your
community, school, workplaces and clubs to write letters
or sign petition for one case of Individual at Risk that you
adopted. This is to demonstrate your real interest in stopping
that case of human rights violation. This will create
awareness on human rights violation and add voice to make
real changes for those who suffer from human rights
violation.

“If YOU or YOUR GROUP are interested and are determined
to adopt any Amnesty Intemational Thailand selected individual
at risk cases. If YOU or YOUR GROUP are determined to be
a campaigner and support in the long run to make real
changes to their lives, please taking your photo with “l am
ONE for TEN” and/or “I am TEN for ONE” sign and
share with us on Facebook OR email to Activism Officer at
activism@amnesty.or.th. Please also contact her regards
any questions or supports.



MAKE HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL

Human Rights Education is our important works of Amnesty International Thailand.
We have to make sure that human rights is not remote to us, and is not only a Western
concept and it is universal- it applies to everyone in every country. No borders and
no exceptions in social, economic or political dimensions.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is the minimum standard of treatment
to humans, which is meant for everyone, no matter if he or she is an elderly, a disabled,
nationality, religion, sex, age, education etc. Therefore, the UDHR is an important material
for Human Rights Education. Each year, Amnesty International Thailand publishes more
than 5,000 copies (both in Thai and English) for human rights education activities and
for distribute to school, universities, organizations or other agencies.

For the 10th anniversary of Amnesty International Thailand, we urge “YOU”,
as a person who cares deeply about human rights, to give financial support to the
printing of the ‘Passport for Human Rights: Universal Declaration of Human Rights’,
for at least 10 copies per person at the cost of 250 Baht. (25 Baht / 1 copy).

We encourage you to transfer money for your contribution to the publication of
‘Passport for Human Rights: Universal Declaration of Human Rights’;

Acct Name: Amnesty International Thailand (sn1aniisInenssuanna)
Bank: Siam Commercial Bank
Branch: Ladprao 10
Account No: 047-2-42617-5 (saving)

After you transferred the money, please send a copy of the pay-in slip by fax to confirm your
payment at 02 939 2534 or mail us the scan copy of the pay-in slip to membeship@amnesty.or.th
-- If you transfer the money through E-Banking, please save the screen that you have executed
money transfer and email to us.

Please, write “Contribute to ‘Passport for Human Rights: Universal Declaration of Human
Rights” together with your name and telephone number. The receipt will be sent back to
you when we have received the fax bank slip or any evidence that informs us your money
transfer.
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PASSPORT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER “Q & A”

| wrote letters to support the case
already. Can | do it again?

Yes you can. Your continuous support
help strengthen solidarity voice to call
for justice. It is important that pressure
toward responsible targets keeps on
going to remind them that they have
been watched and they must act.
More importantly, acting on behalf of
individuals at risk means you stand by
them.

What is cost to participate?

Writing a letter cost you less than
30 minutes while only 2-3 minutes is
required to fill in a petition.

What do | have to do after | write/
collect letters or petition?

You can send letters directly to
targets. Or please pass your letter,
petitions and solidarity cards to
Amnesty International Thailand
office and we will send them for you.

- Put 3 Baht stamp on an envelope
and send your letter to our office, or

« Scan your letter or petition, then
email them to
Activism@amnesty.or.th, or

- Fax to amnesty International
Thailand

+ (You can find our address and fax
number at a cover of this
magazine)

Any suggestions how to write
a letter? Where do | get petitions
that I'd like to support?

Please visit our website where you
can get suggestions on how to write
and/or to download petitions.
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Do letters more effective then
petitions?

Both can put pressure to responsible
targets. With handwritten letters, you
show them that you care enough to
spend your time writing. With numbers
of people signing in petitions, it shows
that there are number of people caring
about the issues and want to see
changes happen. Please also consult
with your Activism Officer on when in
particular is a strategic period that your
letters and petitions will be more
powerful during a year.

How can | support individual at
risk?

Please visit our website
www.amnesty.or.th to check out
individual at risk cases. The list will
be updated throughout the year.

Currently, Amnesty International
Thailand highlighted cases included;

Chiou Ho-shun, Taiwan

He has been in the death row for
23 years after being tortures into
confessing murder.

No material evidence linking him to
the murder has ever been
produced. Amnesty International
calls to stop Chiou’s execution and
his opportunity to a fair-retrial.

The Bodo Community, Nigeria

Pollution from Shell oil pipelines has
contaminated Bodo’s soil, water and
air. The pollution pushes 69,000 people
into deeper poverty since they lost
their livelihoods. People are also
facing great health risk.

Shall has done nothing to clean up
the oil after 5 years has passed.
Our movement calls government to
ensure the cleanup takes place,
communities are compensated and
Shell’s actions in Niger Delta
investigated.



In 2012, Amnesty International Thailand collected 7,177 letters and signatures. During Write for
Rights Letter Writing Marathon in November to December; 1,381 signatures were sent out to
the President of Nigeria calling for justice for the Bodo Community who have been suffer from
massive oil leak.1,322 signatures were sent out to the President of Egypt calling in the name of
Azza Hilal Ahmad Suleiman, whose rights are violated during her peaceful protest.
1,384 signatures went directly to Taiwanese authority, calling for Chiou Ho-shun’s fair re-trial and to
stop his execution.

These are their messages to you!

Words from the Bodo community Feedback from the Nigeria team has been that the Bodo people
were positively overwhelmed by the solidarity from all over the world. They told us that over 200 cards
have been received so far and many have written to the President. It has created a profound positive
impact on the Bodo people who feel happy receiving these messages of hope. Chief Baribor Koottee
(Second in command to the Bodo Paramount Ruler): “We as a people thank all those who have nursed
this initiative. We are sure that this struggle on our behalf will yield fruit gradually. We are hopeful for
the best. We are encouraged. In fact, it is this kind of support that is helping us to live on”.

Azza Hilal Ahmad Suleiman would like to say thank you to Amnesty Intemnational activists around the
world for their support and solidarity. She said she received so many letters during the Letter Writing
Marathon that the Post Office was surprised, and she had to carry them all home in big bags. She said:
“l only have faith in people, whether in Egypt or abroad, to achieve change... We have suffered a lot
in the past two years and faced a lot: teargas, shotgun pellets, beatings, sleeping in the cold outside. ..

One thing that gives us hope is support and solidarity from regular people. People are the only
impetus for change. Government will not improve or do anything unless there is pressure from
people...The amount of messages | received [from Al members and activists] gives me a lot of hope
despite all the challenges.”
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