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Thanks,
global arms

trade treaty.

We made
history!
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Thanks,
global
arms trade
treaty.

We made
history!

IN THIS ISSUE

MY STORY

The Amnesty International 2013 Human Rights
Report knows no bounds.

THAILAND
The Lesé Majesté Law and Computer-Related
Crimes Act continue to restrict expression

2013 AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
THAILAND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MAKING HISTORY!

Amnesty’s successful campaign for arms trade
treaty: small acts of rebellion in the UN

TAKE ACTION
An international appeal to change a life — all the
information you need to take action



Women are still the
victims of violence in
many forms.

Angkana Neelapaijit is the wife of Somchai Neelaphaijit,
a victim of forced disappearance since 2004. She ha

ken out about the violence in the three southern border

pr s and forced disappearances.

“In the past decade; the violence and armed conflict in
the three southern border provinces have forced a greater
burden upon Muslim women. As leaders of their families,
Muslim women are responsible for financial provisions
nd for seeking justice for their loved ones who have died
or been injured, disabled or captured. Yet women are still
ctims of violence in many forms. While there are m
who see the importance of the women’s violence
inst females such as sexual violence, d
human trafficking, child marriage and pregnan:

cur without any attention or solution to help them.

Although today human rights violations such as torture,
kidnapping and murder have been reduced, the number
of assassinations outside the justice system is much high-
er. There are many situations where the court dismisses a
case of a ation because there isn’t enough evidence
to sufficiently punish the offenders. The victims and their
relatives are in despair of justice. Moreover, security forces
have not been punished or held accountable for their

many violations of human

The problem of free
expression is much
closer to all of us.

Sakanya Paluksakasemsuk (who stands for prison-
ers of conscience under Section 112) spoke out on
the issue of freedom of expression in Thailand.

“The human rights violation of our freedom of ex-
pression, particularly Section 112 and the Computer
Crimes Act, cause those who hold a differing opinion
to withhold speaking their minds for fear of arrest. A
group monitors and reports people who write, speak
or publish anything that might offend the monarchy.
And the law is written so anyone can accuse anyone
else of violating the Lesé Majesté law.

Who is abused, charged, jailed or threatened? From
my experience and research, basically anyone in any
field is at high risk of being jailed under Section 112.
Editors of magazines and online newspapers, writers,
fans of female singers, senior reporters, CD sellers,
car shop owners, anyone with access to cell phones
and text messaging, university students, university
professors, the Royal Guards, farmers, senior politi-
cians, intellectuals, labor activists, computer techni-
cians, advertisers, theater goers, the list goes on. |
think it’s sufficient to say that no, freedom of expres-
sion is not something that doesn’t pertain to you or
I. The problem is much closer to all of us.”




| NEVER
IMAGINED THAT
TELLING THE
TRUTH ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED
COULD MEAN
WALKING THE
LINE BETWEEN

LIFE AND DEATH...

Dina Meza

Honduran journalist, human rights defender and member of the
Committee of Relatives of the Detained and Disappeared (COFADEH)

The Amnesty International Report 2013 documents
the state of human rights during 2012. The Foreword
and the country-by-country survey of 159 individual
countries and territories set out a global overview of
human rights violations and abuses inflicted by those
in power on those who stand in the way of their vested
interests.

Human rights defenders, often themselves living in pre-
carious situations, battled to break through the walls of
silence and secrecy to challenge abusers. Through the
courts, in the streets and online, they fought for their
right to freedom of expression, their right to freedom
from discrimination and their right to justice. Some
paid a heavy price. In many countries, they faced vilifi-
cation, imprisonment or violence. While governments
paid lip service to their commitment to human rights,
they continued to use national security and concerns
about public security to justify violating those rights.

The Amnesty International Report 2013 bears witness
to the steadfast and rising clamour for justice. Regard-
less of frontiers and in defiance of the formidable
forces ranged against them, women and men in every
region stood up to demand respect for their rights and
to proclaim their solidarity with fellow human beings
facing repression, discrimination, violence and injus-
tice. Their actions and words show that the human
rights movement is growing ever strong and more
deep-rooted, and that the hope it inspires in millions is
a powerful force for chang.

FREEDOM

FREEDOM is Amnesty International
Thailand’s magazine for human rights
activists everywhere.

PASS IT ON When you've finished with
your copy of FREEDOM, please pass it
on to someone else so they can learn
about Amnesty International and the
vital work we do.
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LET US KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS

e Have you acted based on the informa-
tion in this magazine?

e Have you shared this magazine’s
information with anyone?

e Do you have photos or articles that
you would like to share with other
members?

e What would you like to see more of in
future issues?
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Jomphol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

EMAIL membership@amnesty.or.th
WEBSITE amnesty.or.th
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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

HUMAN RIGHTS

FACTS AND FIGURES 2013

In 2012, Amnesty International recorded and investigated
human rights abuses in 159 countries and territories worldwide
— including torture, unlawful killings, forced evictions,
disappearances and violence against women, among others.

9

112
COUNTRIES % —oorunen
THEIR GITIZENS

IN 2012

101 COUNTRIES
REPRESSED THEIR
PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION IN 2012

159 STATES

VOTED T0 ADOPT

THE ARMS TRADE TREATY
AT THE UN GENERAL
ASSEMBLY IN
APRIL2013 =
ONLY

P =
vh

YOTED AGAINST THE TREATY

May 2013
Index: POL 10/017/2013

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE
sgmll:[ltlljgl"gm = WERE DETAINED IN

UNFAIR TRIALS 57 COUNTRIES




ony 21 COUNTRIES
CARRIED OUT EXECUTIONS IN 2012

MORE THAN TWO THIRDS
OF COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE

— 140 — WERE ABOLITIONIST
/' OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN LAW OR
PRACTICE BY THE END OF 2012

SECURITY FORCES
WERE RESPI]NSIBI.EJsr
FOR UNLAWFUL KILLINGS
IN PEACETIME IN a

o 90 COUNTRIES

f MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN
FACED FORGED EVICTIONS IN

PEOPLE WERE FORCIBLY

.' 36 COUNTRIES
' DISAPPEARED IN

04 31 COUNTRIES

12 MILLION PEOPLE

WERE STATELESS AT THE BEGINNING OF 2012 -

Statistics in this document are not exhaustive and refer
to countries where Amnesty International documented
specific human rights violations during 2012,

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

15 MILLION PEOPLE
ARE CURRENTLY REGISTERED AS REFUGEES

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million supporters,

members and activists in more than 150 countries and territories who
campaign to end grave abuses of human rights.

Our vision is for every person fo enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any govemment, political ideology, economic interest or
religion and are funded mainly by cur membership and public donations.

Index: POL 10/017/2013 English
May 2013

Amnesty International
Intemational Secretariat
Peter Benensen House

1 Easton Strest

London WC1X ODW
United Kingdom

amnesty.org




IN OUR LIVES INTERNET USERS BY REGION
yy
R EATHTAKI NG Europe is the region with the highest

internet penetration rate in the world
(75%]), followed by the Americas
(61%).

In Africa, 16% of people areusing the
internet — only half the penetration rate
of Asia and the Pacific.

AFRICA

THE GENDER GAP BETWEEN MEN
AND WOMEN ONLINE
Eg{gl;s AND PENETRATION RATES,

The gender gap is more pronounced in the de-
veloping world, where 16% fewer women than
men use the internet, compared with only 2%
fewer women than men in the developed world.

CONTINUOUS HIGH GROWTH OF MOBILE BROADBAND

MORE THAN 2 BILLION SUBSCRIPTIONS WORLDWIDE BY END 2013*

AMERICAS
460  million subscriptions | 179  million subscriptions

48%  penetration 46%  penetration

ARAB STATES
427 million subscriptions | /1 million subscriptions

68%  penetration 19% penetration




3% 4%
WORLD

PENETRATION
. . . . . .

ASIA PACIFIC  ARAB STATES THE AMERICAS EUROPE
Billions of people
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 10 12 14
Women 74%
Developed I Internet users
Men 80%
% all of men/women
Wom
Developing
Men
Women
World

Men 41%

Sourse: [TU World Telecomunication/ICT Indicators database

93 million subscriptions
119%  penetration

ASIAPACIFIC

895 million subscriptions
22%  penetration

Mote: * Estimate
See pape 1% for sources.




“STATES HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY
T0 SEIZE THIS MOMENT AND
ENSURE THAT ALL THE PEOPLE
THEY GOVERN HAVE AFFORDABLE
ACGCESS TO THE INTERNET”

7 £ Services are most affordable
.« % in Europe, where they

represent on average |ess
than 2% GNI per capita.

Europe and Alrica are the regions
: with the highest and the lowest
levels of household internet

~ "~ — penetration respectively:

17% in Europe, compared

The majority of households in with 7% in Africa.

the Americas are online (61%)

PRICE OF MOBILE-BROADBAND SERVICES
EARLY 2013

Postpaid
handset-based
{500 Mb)
Prepaid
handset-based
{500 Mb)
Postpaid
computer-based W Developed
[l Developing
Prepaid
computer-based Sourves: MU World
{1Gb) uy ¥ it dhapase
oy

0 5 10 15 20 25
Price of service as a % of GNI per capita T



PRICE OF MOBILE-BROADBAND SERVICES
SELECTED REGIONS, 2013

R st L = E

—igr L T,

Al data (except where marked, regional

ol groupings, country names and
w8 communication descriptions are directly
J taken from The World fr 2013: ICT Facts
4 3 and Figures, published by the UN's

? International Telecommunications Union.

See itu.int/en/ITU-0/Statistics/Docu
ments/acts/ICTFactsFigures2013. pdt

For an explanation of how ITU classifies
countries, pleese see: itu.int/ITU-D¥ict!
definitionsiregions/

The total regional populetion figures are
for illustrative purposes only, and taken
from: prb.org/Publications/Catasheets/
20124world-population-data-sheetiworld-
map.aspxitable’population

Around one third of
households in the Arab Staies

-\

-
A regional comparison highlights
that mobile-broadband services
remain largely unaffordable in A
Africa, where the price of a . "
computer-based plan with 1Gb of v /
data volume represents on average :
more than 50% of Gross*National In developing countries, the number of mobile
Income (GNI} per capita. broadband subscriptions more than doubled from
2011 to 2013 (from 472 million o 1.16 hillion) and
Africa is the region with the highest surpassed those in developed countries in 2013.
growth rates over the past three
years and mobile-broadband By 2012, fixed broadband prices
penetration has increased from 2% represented 1.7% of monthly GNl p.c. in
in2010to 11% in 2013. developed countries.

In developing countries, fixed broadband
services remain expensive, accounting
for 30.1% of average monthly incomes.



The armed conflict continued in the South as insurgents targeted civilians

in violent attacks, while security forces enjoyed impunity for human rights
violations. The Truth for Reconciliation Commission of Thailand issued its
final report, placing responsibility for the 2010 political violence on both
sides; however, accountability remained slow in coming. The government
continued to use the Lesé-Majesté law and the Computer-related Crimes
Act to restrict freedom of expression. Asylum-seekers and refugees faced
possible refoulement to their home countries.

Internal armed conflict

Civilians remained at risk of attacks that resulted in
deaths and injuries in the southernmost provinces
of Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala and parts of Songkhla.
Government teachers and schools viewed as symbols
of the state were targeted for attack, resulting in
school closures during the latter part of the year. In-
surgency leaders accused security forces of extrajudi-
cial executions in Yala. Impunity continued for most
violations committed by security forces in the South.

*On 29 January, government-sponsored paramili-
tary rangers shot at a group of nine ethnic Malay
Muslim civilians travelling in a truck in Nong Chik
district, Pattani province. Four of the travellers were
killed and four others were injured in the shooting.
The rangers claimed they shot the civilians, believ-
ing they had links with an insurgent group and
were involved in an attack on the ranger’s outpost.
A Truth Commission set up to investigate the
incident found that the civilians had no links to
insurgent groups.

*On 21 September, insurgents killed six people,
including a local defence volunteer, and injured an
estimated 50 after initially opening fire on a gold
shop, then detonating a car bomb in a market in
Sai Buri District, Pattani province.

*On 30 October, Mahama Ma-ae, a Muslim
religious schoolteacher who police suspected of
having ties to an insurgency group, was shot dead
in Yala. On 14 November, Abdullateh Todir, a Yala
imam who had been targeted in an attack in 2011
that resulted in the death of his daughter, was shot
and killed. Insurgency leaders accused government
security forces of these killings.

*On 3-4 December, insurgents killed one teacher
and injured another in two separate incidents in
Narathiwat province. A school administrator and a
teacher were also killed in a school attack in Pattani
province on 11 December. Following these attacks,
schools in Narathiwat, Pattani and Yala provinces
closed for several days.

The 2005 Emergency Decree on Public Adminis-
tration in State of Emergency remained in place
throughout the year, with the government renew-
ing its mandate every three months. The decree
allows immunity from prosecution for officials
who may have committed human rights violations
- including torture.

Accountability for political violence
In September, the Truth for Reconciliation Com-
mission released its final report on the violence

surrounding the April-May 2010 anti-government
protests in Bangkok, which resulted in 92 deaths.

The report placed responsibility on government se-
curity forces, including the army, and the so-called
“black shirts,” a militant armed group embedded
with the protesters and linked to the anti-govern-
ment United Front for Democracy against Dic-
tatorship (UDD), also known as the “red shirts”.
The report found that government forces had used
weapons of war and live ammunition on protest-
ers. It made extensive recommendations, including
calling on the government to address abuses com-
mitted by all parties, through a fair and impartial
justice system, and to provide “reparation and
restoration to those affected by violent incidents”.

In January, the government agreed to provide finan-
cial compensation to victims of the 2010 violence.
In May, a National Reconciliation Bill that includ-
ed an amnesty provision for those involved in the
2010 violence led to more protests.

The Bill was put on hold in July. After a court found
security forces responsible for the May 2010 killing
of UDD protester Phan Khamkong, murder charges
were lodged against former Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva and his former deputy Suthep Thangsuban
in December. They were the first officials to be
charged in connection with the 2010 political vio-
lence. The trials of 24 UDD protest leaders charged
with terrorism also started in December.



Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression continued to be curtailed,
primarily through the lese-majesty law (Article 112 of
the Criminal Code) and the 2007 Computer-related
Crimes Act, which provide for heavy jail sentences
for perceived insults to the monarchy. Efforts to chal-
lenge or amend the lese-majesty law in 2012 failed.
In October, the Constitutional Court upheld Article
112 as constitutional and in November, Parliament
dismissed-a bill to amend the law.

*In May, prisoner of conscience Amphon Tang-
noppakul, aged in his sixties and known as “Uncle
SMS”, died of cancer while serving a 20-year prison
term for lése majesté. He was arrested in August
2010 and convicted in November 2011 for sending
four SMS text messages deemed insulting to the
monarchy. The court denied all eight requests for
bail despite his poor health.

*In May, Chiranuch Premchaiporn of the Prachatai
online news site was sentenced to one year in prison
under the Computerrelated Crimes Act and fined
30,000 baht (US$979), reduced to a suspended
sentence of eight months and a fine of 20,000 baht
(US$653), for failing to promptly remove 10 com-
ments deemed offensive to the monarchy which were
posted by others on the Prachatai website between
April and November 2008.

*Magazine editor Somyot Prueksakasemsuk re-
mained in detention throughout the year, facing up
to 30 years’ imprisonment after being charged under
the lese-majesty law in April 2011 for publishing two
articles in his magazine, Voice of Thaksin. The court
repeatedly denied his requests for bail.

Refugees and migrants

Asylum-seekers continued to face the risk of arrest and
prolonged detention as well as forced return (refoule-
ment) to countries where they would be at risk of
persecution. Following discussions with the Myanmar
government, Thailand’s National Security Council
indicated that the 146,900 Myanmar refugees living

in Thailand could return to Myanmar within a year,
despite continued instability in Myanmar’s ethnic areas
and the lack of protections to facilitate a safe, dignified
and voluntary return process.

Both documented and undocumented migrant
workers were threatened with deportation in mid-
December because of failure to complete a national
verification process.

Death penalty

There were no reported executions. Courts continued
to hand down death sentences throughout the year. In
August, the state commuted the sentences of at least
58 death row prisoners to life imprisonment.

AMNESTY URGES
THE GOVERNMENT

ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

® To abolish the provision in the Lese majeste
law that allows a citizen to report another for
alleged violation

® To stop censoring websites that are blocked to
uphold the Lese majeste law

¢ To release prisoners of conscience unconditonally

ON THE DEATH PENALTY

® To establish a moratorium on executions

* To commute all death sentences to terms of
imprisonment

® To abolish the death penalty and ratify the
Second Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ON NATIONAL SECURITY LEGISLATION

* To reform/repeal emergency legislation that
does not comply with Thailand’s obligations under
international human rights law

e To stop arbitrary arrest and detention and to
ensure that all detainees are brought promptly
before a competent, independent judicial court

ON TORTURE

© To expressly criminalize torture in legislation
¢ To investigate all reports of torture by military
officials and others who seek to bring justice
upon them.

ON THE INTERNAL ARMED CONFLICT

* To promptly investigate all reports of violations
of international human rights and to prosecute
those responsible, irrespective of rank, in pro-
ceedings which meet international standards of
fairness

 To ensure that those held in detention centres
and army camps have access to lawyers, family
members and adequate medical care, and to
allow immediate and unfettered access to all
places of detention by independent human rights
monitors;

* To close unofficial detention centers and by
amend the 2005 Emergency Decree to prohibit
unofficial places of detention;

 To clarify the fate and whereabouts of Somchai
Neelapaijit and all others forcibly disappeared to
ensure those responsible for their disappearance
are brought to justice;

* Ratify the International Convention for the Pro-
tection of All Persons from Enforced Disappear-
ances and effectively implement the Convention
nationally after ratification.

ON THE POLITICAL CRISIS

* To ensure that all complaints of human rights
violations by the security forces are subject to
immediate, thorough and independent investiga-
tion and the perpetrators brought to justice, and
to suspend suspected violators from duty.

 To ensure the victims of human rights viola-
tions and their families can obtain full repara-
tion.

ON REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS

® To respect the principle of non-refoulement
and to ensure that no one is expelled, returned
or extradited to a country or territory where they
may face serious human rights violations

* To investigate the forcible expulsion of Roy-
ingyas and to ensure that those responsible for
these incidents are brought to justice;

® To ensure that individuals who are fleeing per-
secution are afforded international protection;

* To end the indefinite and arbitrary detention of
refugees and to stop the detention of refugees in
chronically overcrowded conditions;

 To ratify the 1951 Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol;

* To enable migrant workers fair wages and equal
remuneration for work, safe and healthy working
conditions, and rest, leisure and reasonable
limitation of working hours;

¢ To end all abuses faced by migrant workers,
including trafficking and extortion.
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The 1,000,000th
person to send in his
o THE
it ’foro_u_r LS . We push the process forward hy telling WORLD
Faces’ petition, demanding e g
R governments that time is running out: CAN'Y
AnATY =il LR THE WORLD CAN'T WAIT for an ATT. :
Lomerinyang — a Kenyan survivor s oan gl WAIT
The Obama administration declares

of armed violence and activist. We

invite him to New York to hand the

signatures over to UN Secretary-General

Kofi Annan. Amnesty Netherlands uses the
photos to create collage cut-out silhouettes of
people {/eft).

US support for a treaty, and
153 UN member states vote
in favour of starting
formal negotiations
inJuly 2012.

In Decemher, 153 STATES VOTE IN FAVOUR of a resolution
calling for work to hegin on a legally hinding ATT. Only the USA
votes against it.

STORY OF A SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN

© Contral Arms

Activists take pictures of themselves
wearing sunglasses (below)to
remind governments to work
transparently and that

THE WORLD IS WATCHING

their progress on the

arms trade.

protest as
“three wise
monkeys” who see
no evil, hear no evil,
speak no evil (left), after
a surprise UN decision in 2011
hars civil society groups from
crucial ATT discussions.

Our call for a BULLET PROOF TREATY is successful:
a “golden rule” to protect human rights, drawn up
hy Amnesty and the International Committee of the
Red Cross, is included in the draft treaty.
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SMALL ACTS OF REBELLION AT
THE UNITED NATIONS

HOW DO YOU GET YOUR GAMPAIGN MESSAGE NOTICED AMONG THE GREY SUITS INSIDE THE
UNITED NATIONS? THE RULES ARE PRETTY STRICT, SO AMNESTY'S DELEGATION NEEDED TO
FIND CREATIVE LOOPHOLES WHILE CAMPAIGNING TO SECURE A NEW ARMS TRADE TREATY.

CAMPAIGN COORDINATOR ARA MARGEN NAVAL EXPLAINS HOW.

Don’t campaign in a visible way.

Forget a public action or a photo exhibition, let

alone an installation of giant sunglasses like we
did in 2008. This was banned in 2009. So instead,
we created a human corridor with placards and taped
our mouths shut, in protest against a decision to
block civil society from entering a debate in 2010.
Many government officials came up to us to express
their support.

Don't wear T-shirts with campaign

messages. Our T-shirts were out of the

question, with messages like “No arms for
atrocities”, “Stop the bullets”, and “Control Arms”.
But nobody menticned us wearing pins or the string
used for carrying ID badges around your neck. So

that's what we wore — an
Amnesty pin or a bright

. yellow string with the
message “| protect
human rights”.

Don't single out anr state directly for
criticism, especially using their
flags. we got around this rule too. Because it

fails to mention what can be said in the UN press room.

So in March 2013 we invited the UN press corps to

our report launch exposing irrespensible arms

transfers — mainly from China and eastern Europe —
to Céte d'lvoire. Two days later, we were invited to be
on a panel at an event with the Iveirian Ambassador.

Don't leave documents on the

delegates’ desks. Butis a postcard a

document? What about a flower? With our
friends from Control Arms, we produced a series of
posteards suggesting concrete language to refer to
human rights and gender-
based violence in the ATT.
To the great curiosity of
many, we also gave a
teeny, discreet, blue
“forget me not” flower to
around 40 delegates who publicly
supported including a specific criteria to
consider gender-based violence before licensing
arms. By the end of the July 2012 conference, 73
states backed our proposal.

Don't wear bulletproof vests. we called

for “a bulletproof treaty”, so it made sense to

get some flak jackets produced in the hope
we’d get some attention. Unfortunately, UN
security guards started circling us suspiciously.
They thought the vests were real and that
we might be planning an attack. After
lengthy negotiations, we agreed to only
wear them for a short time while
surrounded by a line of security
officers. They, coincidentally wore
vests identical to ours, so we
were very pleased.

Don’t park your military helicopter

on the UN's doorstep. who could have

imagined it? We only found out the day before
we planned to use a model military helicopter as a
backdrop for media interviews in March 2013. We'd
decided to build one ourselves, since such weapons
aren't all clearly regulated under the new treaty. But it
wasn't allowed. Se we quickly found a rooftop with views
of the Manhattan skyline, invited journalists over and
built it there instead, using plywood and plexiglass.

And then we did it!

Not long after, the treaty text was finalized during some
very tense moments at the final ATT conference. And
on 2 April, the UN General Assembly overwhelmingly
voted to adopt a treaty with strong human rights
protections. Our hard work over 20 years and many
small acts of rebellion had paid off — we did it!

To find out more about our work on the Arms Trade Treaty,

b
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This is Amnesty International Thailand’s second year of
annual meetings held regionally in Kon Kaen, Songkla and
Chiang Mai. It’s the first year we allowed members to vote
ahead of time by mail so that members from every region

could participate in deciding Al Thailand’s future direction.

Recently, we've been working together at Al Thailand to
change public attitudes and policy about the death penalty.
We’ve used Human Rights education to change attitudes
and foster better understanding of the issue, transforming
citizens who used to support it.

However, we still lack a creative media campaign and
easy access to the new generation through channels such as
online TV and infographics. Studies show that prisoners
sentenced to death could actually improve their behavior
through systems of correction. Many international organiza-
tions focus on working against the death penalty, but how
could we get these organizations to play a more proactive
role in Thailand? We do not have means to reach high-level
decision makers yet such as the Prime Minister and cabinet
ministers.

‘We are working to better connect social contexts to
public campaigns. The growth of campaigning is the growth
of the organization. We need to empower members and
activists. Sharing and informing members about interna-

tional successes help them see the power and importance of
membership to real, positive change.

Moreover, Amnesty International Thailand has received
an expectation from the International Secretariat Office (IS)
to raise sufficient funding for work in the country. However,
the IS Office supports Amnesty International Thailand for
the budget partially.

At the general meeting this year, we elected members for
two positions on the committees and a position for treasurer
in order to replace people on the current Board. There
were the total of 52 votes; 30 votes from the pre-election
by regional members including by mail, and 22 votes from
members at the meeting in Bangkok.

Three people have applied for committee positions: Tha-
naporn Saleepol, Kasem Boonchana and Baramee Chairath.
According to the votes, Thanaporn Saleepol and Baramee
Chairath were elected for the committee positions with 41
votes and 29 votes, respectively. Kasem Boonchana received
13 votes. There was 1 abstained ballot and 1 voided ballot.
However, only one person applied for treasurer Chuensuk
Asaithamkul - so the election is to vote for either certified
or not certified. The Accreditation Committee aproved the
Treasurer with 46 votes, 2 votes not certified, 1 voided ballot
and 3 abstained ballot.
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Mr. Somchai Homlaor Chair

Mr. Chamnan Chanruang Member
Ms. Thanaphon Saleephol Member
Mr. Baramee Chairath Member
Ms. Chuensuk Arsaithamkul Treasurer

MOVING COSER TO THE GROUND

Moving Closer to the Ground is one of the most radical
changes to how Amnesty International works that has ever
been agreed by our movement.

Since members voted for an ambitious plan in 2009
to grow in the Global South and East to better integrate
rights-holders into our work, we have been planning for this
moment.

We need to grow in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and the
Middle East, creating regional hubs that can ensure a faster
response to human rights abuses in some of the world’s most
troubled regions.

Already, we have opened new offices in India and Brazil,

ANNGA

RECOGNITION

MEMBERS ALWAYS WITH ANNESTY
Somsri Hananantasuk
Sarawut Pratoomrat

MOST FREQUENT VOLUNTEER
Yutthana Klaysuban

MOST FREQUENT SPEAKER
SIROTE KLAMPAIBOON

COUPLE MOST LOYAL TO AMNESTY
Somthop and Supee Laoniyomthai

AMNESTY GROUP ACTIVISTS
Patana Amnesty Club Bangkok
Power of the Pen, Patana School

AMNESTY NEW WAVE GROUPS:

Amnesty International @ Patumwan Demonstra-
tion School, Amnesty International @ PN.PSU,
Faculty of Political Science, Prince of Songkla
University, Pattani Campus

Full version of the Annual General Meeting 2013
at www.amnesty.or.th

Watch a video clip of Amnesty International Thai-
land Report 2013 at
www.youtube.com/AmnestyThailand

\

two countries whose influence in the world is rapidly ex-
panding, but who face many human rights challenges.

In 2013, we will open new offices in Johannesburg, Da-
kar, Nairobi and Hong Kong, with more expansion planned
for Mexico City and Bangkok in 2014.

LOOKING FORWARD: THE INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL MEETING (ICM) IN BERLIN

Amnesty International’s highest decision making body,
the International Council Meeting (ICM), meets every two
years. It will meet this August in Berlin. The purpose of the
ICM is to set the movement’s overarching strategy, establish
systems and bodies of governance, evaluate performance and
hold governance structures, the International Secretariat and
sections to account.

Decisions are taken democratically at the meeting. The
ICM involves around 500 people representing the global
movement of Amnesty. Only representatives of Sections and
Structures have the right to vote. Sections and Structures
may table resolutions, much like our AGM, and decisions
are made by a simple majority of votes. This year will be the
first time that Amnesty International Thailand attending as
structure and have the right to vote.
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