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| am she....
By Samhain Whitefox

| am she
who cares for her children.
| am she
who loves unconditionally.
| am she
who will defend her family.
| am she
who does not fear death.
| am she
who leads with confidence.
| am she
who follows with loyalty.
| am she
who courageously stands up.
| am she

who perseveres against all odds.
| am my own person.
I am Woman.
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AS
A VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS !

Violence against women has been identified
as a particularly grave human rights violation,
because of the way it violates many other
rights simultaneously.

The principle of non-discrimination and
equality before the law is a basic provision
of every human rights treaty. Many
treaties explicitly underline in addition
to this that women'’s rights should be
VICLENICE upheld to the same extent as men’s.
AGARIMST However, these treaties do not refer
YWOMBN directly to violence against women.

STOP

The Committee on the Elimination of
All Forms of Violence against Women
recognized that violence against

women acts as a form of discrimination. In its General Recommendation
19 the Committee stated that:

“Gender-based violence, which impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by
women of human rights and fundamental freedoms under general
international law or under human rights conventions, is discrimination
within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention.

These rights and freedoms include:

a) The right to life;

b) The right not to be subject to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment of punishment;

c) The right to equal protection according to humanitarian norms in the
time of international or internal armed conflict;

d) The right to liberty and security of the person;

e) The right to equal protection under the law;

f) The right to equality in the family;

g) Theright to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health;

h) The right to just and favourable conditions of work”

THIS IS

YOUR FREEDOM MAGAZINE
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

LIKE IT

>> Have you used the actions?

>> Have you shared the information with anyone?

>> What would you like to see more of in future issues?

>> Do you have photos or articles that you would like to
share with other members?

>> And finally, don’t forget to visit our website
www.amnesty.or.th

Send all your comments and
suggestions to: FREEDOM

Growth Mobilization Coordinator

Amnesty International Thailand
90/24 Soi Ladprao 1, Ladprao Rd.,
Jomphol, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900
or email us on
membership@amnesty.or.th

This newsletter’s theme is “Women’s Rights” to celebrate Inter-
national Women's Day on the 8th of March. This day is for recall-
ing the struggle of women laborers whom are violated and dis-
criminated against. The organizations working for women all
around the world organize campaign activities and movements to
advocate women'’s rights, particularly regarding women labors’
problems occurring in each country.

BECAUSE WE'RE WOMEN

by Joyce Stevens

Because Women’s work is never done

And is underpaid or boring or repetitious

And we're the First to get sacked

And what we look like is more important than what we do
And if we get raped it's our fault

And if we get bashed it's our fault

And if we get bashed we must have provoked it

And if we raise our voices we're nagging bitches

And if we enjoy sex we're nymphos

And if we don’t we're rigid

And if we love women it’s because we can’t get a “Real Man”
And if we ask our doctor too many questions

We’'re neurotic or pushy

And if we expect community care for our children we're selfish
And if we stand up for our rights we’re aggressive

And “unfeminine”

And if we don't we're typical weak females

And if we want to get married we're out to trap a man
And if we don’t we're “unnatural”

And because we still can’t get adequate contraception
But men can walk on the moon

And if we can’t

cope or don’t want a pregnancy

We are made to feel bad about abortion

And...for lots

And lots of other reasons

We are part of the women'’s liberation movement
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During the last 40 years, many new
human rights organizations have been
founded in Thailand. As a result, more
talks on human rights violations, campaigns
for the protection of rights, and support
programs for high-risk groups, are taking
place than ever before. We have numerous
rights organizations, devoted activists,
and generous supporters in all areas of
the country. Every day, reporters and
researchers work to raise human rights
awareness through the media. Despite
all these efforts, human rights violations
are still common in Thailand. In fact,
they are so prevalent and so entrenched
that their elimination is unlikely to occur
during our lifetimes.

Human rights violations are not limited to
physical violence. Discrimination by race,
nationality and/or class also composes
a large part of the problem. A court
case involving an individual from a rich
and influential family usually results in a
‘not guilty’ verdict. For a working class
defendant, however, the charges tend
to be much more serious. Most people
in Thailand are well aware of these
injustices.

Discriminatory biases can also be found
in Thai governmental offices and
ministries. Higher-level officers often
promote workers who graduated from
their alma mater, instead of fairly
evaluating each worker’s achievements
and abilities. This kind of discrimination,
again, is recognized by most people in
our society.

Gender discrimination is another human
rights violation prevalent in Thailand.
The ‘man to lead, woman to follow’
model is still widespread. In this

patriarchal culture, women are denied
rights and a voice, and thus, forced
to accept a lesser role in society. Men
are more often chosen for important
positions. When a woman is hired,
male co-workers often receive higher
pay for the same job. Gender
discrimination in the workplace is only
one example of inequality in Thailand.

Although there are many regulations
to protect women’s rights, Thai
women still face severe human rights
violations every day. They are victims
of human trafficking, forced labor, and
torture; and they are repeatedly taken
advantage of, physically and mentally,
by family members and by society.
Atrocities committed against women
stem from outdated societal norms
which can only be corrected through
fostering more respect and awareness
of the importance of human rights.

With the growth of the recent feminist
movement, a misinterpretation —that
women are seeking greater power
than men — has been on the rise. In
reality, feminists are campaigning for
social equalities similar to those
established in developed countries.
Women should be treated fairly, and
as dignified human beings, as is
clearly stated in Article 1 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
“all human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights”.

| am she.... By Samhain Whitefox

| am she
who cares for her children.
| am she
who loves unconditionally.
| am she
who will defend her family.
| am she
who does not fear death.
| am she
who leads with confidence.
| am she
who follows with loyalty.
| am she
who courageously stands up.
| am she

who perseveres against all odds.
| am my own person.
| am Woman.



WOMEN
RIGHTS,

By Sirada Khemanitthathai,
Al Thailand Volunteer
Photo : Pratabjit Neelapaijit

“Human rights talk” in this issue will
acquaint you with two well-known and
brave women. Even though both are not
feminists, the way they fight for human
rights can lead us to understand more
about women’s role of defending
righteousness for the whole society.

The first woman is “Pratabijit Neelapaijit”,
a daughter of a disappeared human rights
lawyer, Somchai Neelapaijit whose case
is stalled. The injustice she has been
facing inspires her to work for raising the
issue of enforced disappearance which
seems like a new topic, but actually has
been taken place in Thailand for a long
time.

Now she is working at the Justice for
Peace Foundation (formerly the Working
Group on Justice for Peace) while she is
also a representative of the Asian
Federation Against Involuntary
Disappearances (AFAD) and a Ph.D.
student of Political Sciences at
Chulalongkorn University. All of her work
is related to “Enforced Disappearances”
which is not only the result of injustice,
but also a terrible human rights abuse.

What is the background

of the Justice for Peace
Foundation?

At first, the foundation was established
after several NGOs investigated the
disappearance of the lawyer Somchai. It
is now also for carrying on Somchai’s
intention to uphold the principle of justice
and for investigating what he stated about
disappearances in the three southern
border provinces. Therefore, we started
with the case in the southern provinces,
and then we received some appeals from
the other parts of Thailand as well. In
Khon Kaen, there was the case of Kamol
Laosopapan who disappeared on the day

FEND
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he called for protection from police
officers after having appealed about local
corruption. It is believed that he
disappeared when he was at Ban Phai
police station. We have submitted this
case to be a special case both for DSI
and United Nations Working Group on
Enforced Disappearances. Moreover,
when the president of the foundation,
Angkana Neelapaijit, worked in the ICCPR
Report project together with Ministry of
Justice and went to Fang District, Chiang
Mai for researching the issue of the right
to a nationality, she met the head of the
Lahu Association for Development of the
Quality of Life. He told her about
disappearances and torture in his village
during anti-drug wars. All of these cases
extend our work to other parts of the
country. We also accompany the relatives
of the Black May incident’s victims who
have appealed the victims’ disappearance
before. It is easy to extend the work
because it is newly raised as an issue in
Thai society.
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What are the problems of

the definition of disappearance
in Thailand?

Most Thai people understand disappearance
in terms of “missing”, voluntarily missing,
or human trafficking. But our work is
about enforced disappearances in which
the offender or suspected persons are
government officers, such as police,
soldiers or public authorities. It seems
like a new issue for Thai people, but after
the foundation started to research enforced
disappearances, we have found basic
information that it has been taking place
for a long time since the Piboonsongkram
administration when communist people
were seriously suppressed. Thai
government, Thai leaders or elite people
often use disappearances to make their
political opponents vanish. The
disappearances, therefore, have been
continuously happening in Thailand. We
expect Somchai’s case to be a model to
push Thailand to introduce a protection
measure against enforced disappearances
and particularly to charge and punish
those who are high-level government
officers. Nowadays, Thailand’s criminal



law does not include enforced disappearances
as a crime, as it can be seen in Somchai’s
case that the defendant was charged only
on “abduction”. In foreign countries, they
hold enforced disappearances equivalent
to crimes against humanity and genocide.

Are there any restrictions for
Thai women to defend human
rights?

| personally cannot see any restrictions for
Thai women to enhance their own potentials.
For example, a Thai displaced persons group
whose leaders and protesters are mostly
women rallied from Ranong to Bangkok
without fear even though they have no Thai
identity cards. And from my experience
visiting many countries, | would say that
Thai women have the least restrictions
compared to other countries, especially
Asian ones. Thai women under any condition
can take action whenever they have
opportunity. But the most worrisome thing
is an attraction of capitalism that may limit
the ability of women.

What is the situation of women in
the Deep South of Thailand?

| think it can be called “colorful” because
of their different roles. Most people see all
of them, women in the violent situation, as
victims who are empathetic, but in fact,
there are some women who stand for
defending their rights or calling for peace.
At the same time, some may support the
violence due to their belief and ideology
about traditional motherland, so it seems
normal that some support and are proud of
their husbands and sons who leave the
house to be trained in fighting for such
ideology. This means some women in the
three southern border provinces choose
their own life while some must adapt
themselves. | have found many women,
whose husbands have disappeared. They

Disappearance of
a PERSON is the
Disappearance
of JUSTICE
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were treated well by their husbands, but now most of them realize how they
can adapt their lives; they can earn a living and look after their children by
themselves. In other words, the violent situation pushes them to be self-reli-
ant, hopeful and stronger. But the fear possibly limits their potential because
of the high-risk situation and social problems. It can be concluded that there
are several types of women in the Deep South of Thailand; they are not always
victims who are weak, quite or depressed.

How are women involved with human rights?

| personally am not a feminist because those ideas are never more
important than human rights. If we seriously hold up the principle
of human rights and respect one another, as we are all humanly
equal, the difference of religion, ethnicity and gender are not
necessary to be mentioned. Although | am a Muslim woman, |
never call for being treated as someone who needs protection. All
humans have equal dignity which is more essential than any
other things Some people misunderstand that Islam focuses on
gender differences, but in fact, according to religious doctrine,
being man or woman is less important than being human and
servants of God. However, women’s current problems are
happening because we do not respect one another as human
being enough, but concentrate on the outside appearance that
lead us see the others’ difference in sex, religion or political thought.
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WOMEN (DEFENDING THEIR)

RIGHTS, JUSTICE AND EQUALITY

By Sirada Khemanitthathai, Al Thailand Volunteer
Photo : Thailand Mirror/ Patchar Duangklad

Another woman’s struggle with government corruption
and the unfair justice system: Jittra Cotchadet
discusses her fight against worker exploitation in
the garment industry, below.

Jittra is a full-time employee and consultant of the
Labor Union of Triumph International Thailand.
She also works as a coordinator and speaker at
TRY ARM, an organization founded by workers
unlawfully laid off by Triumph. TRY ARM produces
high quality, sweat-free products and sells them at
reasonable prices. The fist in the company’s logo
is the symbol of the workers’ shared ambitions.

What labor rights violations occur at Triumph’s factory?

There are a lot of violations. The issues might seem trivial to
an outsider, but, to the workers, these problems are serious.
For example, when a worker, or an immediate family member,
gets sick, the worker cannot take a sick day. If she is lucky
enough to get the day off, she will not get paid. Increased
production is another, more subtle, violation the company
offers to pay a little more money as an incentive for workers
to work harder and for longer hours. It happens all the time.
These workers work overtime until their health suffers. This
violation is not as easily identifiable as underpayment or forced
labor, so it wears workers out without them understanding
why. The 200 baht workers receive is also not enough. Some
regularly skip lunch to earn more money. Some cannot afford
coffins for deceased loved ones. Others cannot afford to take
their kids to the doctor. Their low wages are used to pay for
their children, their parents, the rent, their debt and any
other expenses they might have. This is not a good life, so we,
the Labor Union workers, decided to start a protest.

What obstacles to labor rights activism exist in Thailand?

It is a difficult process because money is usually the primary
focus. When we organize an educational workshop, workers
are only worried about how to get more overtime pay. The
legal system in the country does not help either because
nothing (emergency decree, martial law, Internal Security Act)
really gives us freedom of assembly. Union workers also cannot
just organize a protest because the employer would fire them
and call it “restructuring”. The companies want to hide their
real motives to dissolve worker unions, or, at least, to keep
union power in check.

So unions in Thailand have no real power?

We can gather, but only under strict rules that diminish our
bargaining power. Thailand has a tripartite system which
involves the employer, the government and the workers’
representative. A union always gets one vote, regardless of
how many members it has one vote for a union with 3,000-
4 000 members, one vote for a union with 10-20 members
which discourages the forming of large groups. Moreover, the
bureaucracy makes it difficult to bring about any change. For
example, all three parties have to vote for a wage increase.
The employer and the government predictably vote against
it. The workers’ representative abstains. The result: 2.5 votes
in opposition.

How do you see yourself as a female lahor rights activist?

| don't really think of gender in this context. | am a representative
of the workers. | never advocate exclusively for women’s rights.
Labor oppression does not distinguish between a man and a
woman. Female capitalists take advantage of workers, too.
The main focus of this fight is not between sexes, but between
employers and workers.



What do you think about the increase of
women in the human rights movement?

The role for women might seem to be
opening up, but the conservative,
male-dominate way of thinking is still
prevalent in Thailand. Women are
expected to follow and to behave. In my
personal opinion, this idea is imposed by
capitalism more than by men. It is
shameful for a woman to be promiscuous,
because it undermines the husband’s
sense of ownership. The logic is similar
when talking about abortion rights and
homosexuality. If these women can avoid
getting married to a man and avoid getting
pregnant, then they will not have children.
Capitalism needs a new generation of
workers, so it makes sense to condemn
those things. Forcing women to remain
in the old system provides society with a
larger labor force. In addition, kids are
also a big reason for workers to work hard.

You can ask the workers, “Why do you
work so hard?” The answer is either “for
my kids’ future” or “to keep my parents
comfortable”. It is capitalism’s job to
create incentives. If not children, they
would use materialistic things, like cars
and houses.

You believe the public’s well-being is not re-
ally the goal of most upper-class, feminist

advocates, is that right?

That's right. It's funny how they thought
that | was a feminist and arranged an
interview with me. They were very surprised
when they found out the truth. (laugh)
But | did have a debate with them about
the ratio of women and men in
government. In the end, those people are
all “lady this”, “lady that”. | am never
going to be included. In fact, there should
be a quota system to allow working-class

people to get involved. People mistakenly
believe that those rich ladies are working
for every Thai woman.

What is the relationship between sexual
discrimination and capitalism?

| don’t focus on just women’s rights
because both men and women are taken
advantage of in the factory. They try to
make us believe that it is men that are
oppressing the women. We have gender
wars instead of focusing on how to fix the
system. Women are not allowed to work
as mechanics, so people fight to change
that. | don’t think there are jobs exclusively
for men and not women, or vice versa.
What can’t women do? A man can also
sew if he wants to. It is about personal
preferences. However, our society says
men are to become soldiers, and women,
nurses. Nowadays, male nurses are very
helpful at transporting patients. There is
no reason for sexual discrimination in the
workplace, even though capitalism tries
to make us believe otherwise.

To conclude, can you talk about the role of

women in the fight against social discrimination?
It doesn’t matter it you are a woman or a
man. You can always make a difference.
Life is short. To have a meaningful
existence, you have to do something for
others. Life is like a flash of lightning in
the sky — no one pays much attention to
it. Thunderbolts, though, are remembered.
Many people want to do something for
the world, but the economy and society
are major obstacles. Instead of doing it
alone, you must come together and work
as a group. Itis also important to have a
system of checks and balances, so that
no one ends up a dictator in the end.
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FEMINISM :
BEYOND SEXUAL EQUALITY

From the point view of critical political scholar, Asst.Prof. Soravis Jayanama
By Sirada Khemanitthathai, Al Thailand volunteer

Students in the department of International
Relations, Political Science, Chulalongkorn
University study not only foreign policy,
world domination by great power and
state security, but they learn more
colorfully and diversely from a
critical-stream lecturer, “Asst. Prof. Soravis
Jayanama”. He always questions and
critics toward everything even critical
approach itself. Itis very great to talk with
him academically about the feminist
movement.

Nowadays, how is the form of feminist
movements, on which issues are they
concentrating?

Today's feminism is not only the struggle
for gender-based rights, but also all
struggles fighting for other problems
related to inequality, such as class struggle,
anti-war or anti-structural violence. We
cannot solely consider feminism because
women’s rights are complicated and
involved with several issues. Having some
women in power does not mean all
women are empowered. Pushing women

to be political leaders or even having all
parliamentary seats belonging to women
does not guarantee that the rest of
women in society are powerful or
included, so exploitation against women
is very complex and related to class, race
and religion.

In Thailand, there are also some women
defending for social equality, how can you
explain?

Class conflict is an unavoidable and
essential issue because if the feminist
movement focuses only on how to put
woman in top position, but if the whole
structure still remains, it is meaningless.
Similarly in America where racial
discrimination is predominant, if all poor
black people became the rich while all
rich white people became poor, the
society would not be changed even the
actors had exchanged their positions
because the hierarchy structure between
class would not have vanished. This is
the same as the issue of sexual
discrimination because if women became
leaders, playing a role as men, the social
equality still would not occur.

For you, professor, how were women’s rights
related to human rights at the beginning?
Women’s rights are similar to human
rights in the way of their origin, taking
place in the Western countries. | think
both are related by “Olympe de Gouges”
after the end of French Revolution. She
criticized the Declaration of Rights of Man
and of the Citizen in which were written
that there was equality and liberty among
all men, but she questioned why women
could not have political rights and where
are women in the declaration. She did
not say that the declaration was ridiculous
or fake, but it was not “universal” enough
because it excluded women. That was
one of the beginnings of making rights
and freedom necessarily cover women.
Evolution of human rights has been
developing in the way that the rights
issues are increasingly raised and made
more “universal” because of women and
black people, especially after the
colonial period. During that time, black
people stood up for equality while
women called for political rights.



How is the internal conflict among feminist movements
themselves?

There are internal conflicts both in movements
and academics. Each wave of feminism competes
with and criticizes the others. White middle-class
women ran the first wave of feminism. It was
therefore questioned due to the class and racial
bias and led to a lack of solidarity among feminists.
As | have said it is rather connected to other issues,
for example the right to work outside the home,
which was required by feminism organizations,
which became a class and racial conflict because
it reflected the advantage of white middle-class
women, but not for all women. Thus, women’s
rights have two levels of debate: the first is between
female and male and the other is among feminists
themselves involving other inequality issues.

What do you want to suggest about human rights and
women’s rights?

The most delicate thing is an awareness of how
they are used because the word “rights” are
mostly used for other hidden objectives,
especially on the international level. Some women'’s
rights activities disadvantage women, such as the
anti-terrorism war in Afghanistan lead by the
United States. In the war, women’s rights were
promoted equivocally, highlighting that the Taliban
government abused women, so it was an obligation
of white men to protect brown women from brown
men. Indeed, women’s rights were just an excuse
used to legitimize war and any kind of war is
definitely harmful for all women. When American
soldiers governed there, Afghan women’s
organizations were ignored and even under the
new Afghan government women are marginalized.

Are rights always linked to power?

We have to realize that everything is unclear; there
are often some hidden agendas. The presented
conflictis possibly not truly the main conflict. What
| am concerned about is that both women’s rights
and human rights are not used to help the most
exploited people, but rather they are used to
empower those in power or maintain their positions.
Powerful people practice rights in the name of
women, looking at women as victims who called
for help. This means the inferior people will be
trapped with no way to reach equality. Actually,
human rights must be about empowering those
who lack advantages and all rights are unavoidably
linked to power. It has to be considered what the
rights are ultimately used for and whether it can
transform the whole society in the long-term. It
has to be determined if it moves “from something
to something” similar or only creates new elites.

Do you mean women are not equal as men?

Which type of women do you mean? You have to
question which women and which men are not
equal, as | have mentioned. We cannot think about
only sex-based concepts. However, as an international
relations scholar, | would explain that sexual
inequality is an unavoidable issue because of
male-dominated state structures. At the
international level, international relations games
and foreign policy implementation are all under the
structure of “masculine” competition, which states
have more masculinity. States are categorized in
different masculine levels as individual men, for
example failed states are seen as states that are
weak like a woman, less masculine and have to be
helped. International conflicts are full of masculinity,
particularly in military and war.

Finally, he also criticized that NGOs are too much
mutually supportive of capitalism and their issues
are mostly about rights for groups of people
defending their identity and culture rather than
class struggle, although capitalism is the most
predominant factor of the capitalist realism world’s
current problems. Even the actions of NGOs’ show
the social inequality symptoms, but it can only lead
to an “inclusion”, not “transformation”.




The situation of being a single mother is just
one of several ways of life in the modern
days. In Germany 13% of all parents are
single parents, the most of them are single
mothers but there are also single fathers. In
the last years there has been a big change
in the structure of family. The traditional
civil concept of the “normal family” with
married parents and their children in a
common household has changed, even
though the importance of family is still high.
The modern structure of family in Germany
and the most of the western countries is a
multifarious construct which supports the
existence and acceptance of single mothers.

But single mothers are not only a (brand)
mark of the modern lifestyle change, they
can also be considered as a high-risk group.

There are several reasons why someone can
become a single mother. It could be because
of divorce or breakup, pregnancy without
being married or because of other reasons
like for example the death of the partner.
However it shouldn’t matter why they are in
this kind of situation- what matters is to show
them how to cope with this situation.

Single mothers face complex problems such
as financial, social, psychological or
economical. They are more burdened then
married mothers and face several difficulties
in their life. Single mothers have a high risk
to get into poverty especially due to their
economical situation. In addition they have
to deal with the care of their child

(children) and their job as well as other
functions like household tasks. It is a
balancing act in which every problem
creates struggling.

To find the right balance in this act
Germany provides like lots of other
western countries help and support for
the women to find solutions for the
mentioned problems. The support has a
bride range and covers the well-being of
the mother as well as of the child.

When you look at the social and
psychological tribulations which single
mothers face- Listening and supporting
are the key words for an effective
advancement of the situation. Single
mothers in Germany can find help at
Information center, at Self-help-groups,
as well as at websites and local and
national unions of single parents. So they
can get all information they need to get
support as well as an exchange which
helps them to deal better with their
situation. Especially the first months the
women can have big psychological
problems and their might be a need to
speak to a therapist. This help they can
get at an information center as well as at
a therapist’s practice. If the situation is
very hard to handle for them or if they
are very young, there is the possibility of
living some time in a carehome with the
child, where social worker show the young
mothers a proper way of managing their
life.
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IN GERMANY

By Melanie Kuehn,
Al Thailand Volunteer
Photo: singlemomfinance.com

In dealing with the economically problems
there are two issues essential: the care
of the child as well as financial support.
Even if the single mother has a job, it is
often part-time and so less paid. The care
of the child (especially if it is too small to
attend classes at school) needs to be
financial supported as well as the daily
living. Governmental financial support
systems apply in this case, which provide
financial benefits for the care as well as
for the daily living. These benefits are
especially provided for single mothers
who have a less income or get less
alimony from the father of the child. The
German Family Ministry is in charge of
this as well as the youth welfare office.

Being a single mother might sound like
a burden and in many situations it is one
but it is also a more and more common
structure of family in western countries.
The most of the women didn’t chose to
be a single mother but the number of
single mothers is continuously increasing.
That is why there needs to be a change
in the view of the people on this issue
aside from a better governmental support.
The German Government is reacting by
providing socially, psychological and
financial support and by showing the
women that they are not alone. This is
essential- otherwise a big number of
women and children would be pushed
to the margins of the society.



From WIRE, ACTIONZINE by Amnesty International
Volume 40 Issue 005 December 2010/ January 2011

Young survivors of rape and other sexual abuse
in Nicaragua are speaking out and standing
up for their rights. Their words must be listened
to and acted on. As Estefany, who was raped
and made pregnant by her uncle when she
was 17,says: ‘I am not asking for sympathy,
| want your solidarity.’

Rape and other sexual abuse are widespread
in Nicaragua, and the majority of victims are
young women and girls. More than two thirds
of all rapes reported between 1998 and 2008
were committed against girls under the age of
17; almost half involved girls aged 14 or under.
In spite of overwhelming evidence of the scale
and seriousness of the problem, the
Nicaraguan government is still not treating this
hidden human rights emergency with the
urgency it warrants. There is no national
government plan to prevent sexual violence
against girls, to protect young victims, or to
ensure that they receive justice and reparation.
Instead, spaces for dialogue between the
government and women’s and children’s
human rights defenders working on the issue
have been closed down by the current
administration.

Information is difficult to find if you are at risk
or suffering sexual violence. Many girls are
trapped in abusive situations with no clear way
out. The stigma associated with sexual crimes
means that it is often the survivor — not the
abuser —who is blamed. There have been no
nationwide public awareness campaigns by
the government to change social attitudes, and
many young survivors of rape or sexual
abuse who speak out are rejected by their
families and communities. Many more never
take that risk.

Linda was 10 when she was sexually abused
by an evangelical priest. When she found the
courage to speak out about the abuse, the first
reaction she encountered was one of disbelief:
“People said things to me, and as he [the
abuser] was an evangelical priest, no one
believed me. Instead, they said ‘Why are you
saying these things?’ This reaction hurts me
even now.”
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FAILED BY
THE SYSTEM

For girls who are able to speak out, the
struggle for justice can be a traumatic
one. Failures and lack of resources in the
justice system mean that attackers often
walk away free and cases collapse due
to procedural errors.

The establishment of specialized Police
Stations for Women and Children is a
welcome advance, but there are not
enough to cover the whole country.Many
are under-resourced, so that police
officers do not even have enough money
to pay for fuel to travel and investigate
suspected cases of sexual violence. While
some committed officers work hard to
cover the shortfall in resources, in other
cases survivors and their carers have
reported insensitive behaviour from
under-trained police officers.

When 12-year-old Alejandra went to report
that she had been raped, police officers
did not believe her: “The police told me
to stop crying, that there was no reason
for me to cry, that what | was saying was
not true. | felt very bad when the police
said | was lying, because | would never
lie about things like this.”

Survivors of rape or sexual abuse
whose cases get as far as
prosecution often abandon the
case because the legal process
is either too expensive or too
traumatic. Sometimes hearings
are cancelled repeatedly, forcing
the survivor to go through the
ordeal of preparing for a court
appearance time after time. In
some cases, alleged abusers are
released on bail without adequate
checks or supervision, putting
girls at risk of retaliatory attacks.
Young survivors of rape or
sexual abuse get little or no
government support to rebuild
their lives. The lucky ones find
psychological and legal help at
independent women’s and girls’
centres or refuges, but this is
not enough to guarantee
assistance to all those who need
it. Shelters for survivors of
domestic abuse and rape in
Nicaragua are scarce, particularly
those which are specifically for
children. There are 10 shelters
run by NGOs that receive no
financial or other support from
the Nicaraguan authorities —and
there is also no government
financial support for the
non-residential women’s and
girls’ centres which do so much
tofill the gaps in state provision.
Connie, who was abused by her
father from the age of 9 to 14,
described the importance of the
support she receives from a
women’s and girls’ centre: “Here
| have found peace, | have found
friends, very special friends, |
have managed to come a bit out
of the dark place | was in.”
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As well as the psychological scars, some rape survivors face
the additional trauma of finding that they have been made
pregnant. For young rape survivors who choose to carry the
pregnancy to term, there is little or no state support to help
care for the baby or enable girls to return to education or work
and pursue the plans they had for the future. For other
survivors, the

idea of giving birth to a child as the result of rape is unbearable.
For some young rape survivors, such pregnancies can also
endanger their lives or health. However, a 2008 law that
criminalizes all forms of abortion, even for girls pregnant as a
result of rape, has left them with little choice. For a girl who
has already been denied control over her own body by the
rapist, the current law is unbearably harsh and inhumane.
The government has an obligation to prevent sexual violence
against girls in Nicaragua. Young survivors of rape and sexual
abuse have a right to protection, justice and reparation. The
government must take urgent steps to make sure that rape is
not the event that defines the rest of a girl’s life. Above all, the
authorities need to listen to young rape survivors. “Their words
have power!” says a director of a centre working with girls and
women survivors of violence in Managua. “This is the message
girls must receive, they must feel, they must know, that their
words have power.”

Note: All names have been changed to protect the identities of young
survivors of sexual violence.




From WIRE, ACTIONZINE by Amnesty International
Volume 41 Issue 001 February/ March 2011

The wrong choice of clothes,for many women, can end in arrest,
imprisonment and flogging. The way they dress is controlled
and policed bygovernments and armed groups— sometimes in
the name of

religion or culture, sometimes as a way of asserting power and
terrorizing communities.For these women, the struggle to wear
what they want is a struggle for personal liberty and human rights.
In 2009, Sudanese journalist Lubna Hussein was arrested in
a restaurant in Khartoum. She and the other women arrested
with her were accused of “indecent or immoral dress”. In other
words, Lubna was wearing trousers. Most of the women arrested
that day, like many other women who are arrested in Khartoum
every day on similar charges, pleaded guilty before a special
court and were sentenced and flogged within hours.

But Lubna insisted on taking her case before a regular court.
In September 2009, she was sentenced to one month in
prison or a fine of 500 Sudanese pounds (about US$200).
She refused to pay the fine and was taken to prison. The
fine was then paid by the Journalists’ Association. Lubna
appealed the court decision but, more than one year later,
the Constitutional Court has yet to decide on her case.

“The law is discriminatory because it restricts personal
freedom of choice”, Lubna told Amnesty International. “[For
me,] the feeling of humiliation and violation of dignity was
greater than the fear [of punishment]. This [feeling] gave
me the strength. Mine was the first voice that went loud
and said ‘no, this has to stop.” Women in Sudan stood by
me because they needed a way to break the silence and
fears around these laws. Before, women used to be flogged
by the police in court and the women would be stigmatized
by society and their families. Now families see women as
the victims of the system.”

The freedom to wear what we want; the freedom to not wear
what we do not want: these freedoms matter because they
are part of our right to express ourselves, our beliefs, our
cultural and personal identities — without discrimination,
coercion or violence. Our liberty to choose how we dress is
a human rights issue. People in many parts of the world are
forced to dress in a certain way, either by law or because
of social norms which are imposed through coercion or
violence by those who hold (and abuse) power. When, like
Lubna Hussein, they defy these restrictions, they pay a
high price. They are excluded from their communities,
discriminated against, harassed, imprisoned or flogged.

Women in particular suffer under such strictures. In many
cases, governments, or those who hold power in the family
or the community, require that women dress and behave
in a way that matches prevailing ideas about social norms
and values. Women are perceived not as individuals, but
as an embodiment of these values. In such circumstances,
those in power determine and control what women can
and cannot wear, what they can and cannot do. By doing
this, they are disregarding these women’s human rights,
including the right to challenge dominant interpretations
of culture, tradition or religion or attitudes that discriminate
against women.



WORLDWIDE

In November 2007, Chechnya'’s President
Ramzan Kadyrov called for women to
dress modestly, in line with tradition, and
to wear a headscarf. Girls and women at
all levels of education, including university,
face expulsion if they do not comply. In
Grozny, women are not allowed into official
buildings unless they wear a headscarf. In
September 2010, human rights defenders
spotted uniformed men stopping women
on the street. Any woman whose dress
was deemed immodest was lectured
on traditional Chechen values. Some
faced violence. These reported attacks
are currently under investigation by the
Prosecutor’s Office in Chechnya.

In Saudi Arabia, women are expected to
cover the entire body. They cannot wear
anything that is thought to be see-through
or tight-fitting. The religious police (the
Committee for the Propagation of Virtue and
the Prevention of Vice) verbally reprimand
women or their guardians for not covering
their faces or showing legs, arms, ankles

WOMEN AFFECTED

and hair. The religious police sometimes
whip women on the street or arrest them.
The woman'’s guardian (mahram) is also
brought in and told to ensure that she
follows this unwritten dress code.

The religious police also reprimand young
men for having long hair and have at times
cut their hair on the spot.

Since July 1982, Iranian women and men
have had to adhere to a mandatory dress
code when in public, which is enforced
in law. Women must wear clothes that
are loose-fitting and cover their heads,
necks, arms and legs. Many women
continue to wear the traditional chador (a
black sheet held under the chin, draping
over the head and body). Others wear a
long-sleeved, loose-fitting coat (rupush)
and either a headscarf known as a rusari
that covers the hair, ears and neck and
is large enough to tie under the chin or
a fitted head cover reaching to the chest
called a maghna’eh. Particularly during
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the summer months, women who do
not comply with a strict interpretation of
these rules risk harassment from police,
members of the volunteer paramilitary
Basij militia, and other security forces.
Crackdowns have become more and
more frequent since President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad came to power in 2005.

Women who violate the dress code can
be sentenced to anything from 10 days to
two months in prison, or face warnings or
fines. Clothing shops in Iran must ensure
that the way they dress mannequins does
not “offend public decency.” Shopkeepers
who fail to do that can receive guidance
notes, warnings, threats and even risk
fines, flogging and loss of their business
licence.

Nasrin Sotoudeh, a prominent Iranian
human rights lawyer, is due to be tried
on 16 February 2011 for not adhering to
the dress code after appearing without a
headscarf in a video she made to accept
a human rights award in Italy in 2008.
The Iranian authorities banned her from
travelling to accept the award in person.
The video was made in private and was
not aired by Nasrin in Iran. Nasrin has
been detained since September 2010
and sentenced to 11 years in prison in
January 2011 for her peaceful activities
as a defence lawyer.

Some European countries have also
introduced legislation that restricts what
women canwear in public. Last year, Belgium,
France and a number of municipalities
in Spain have moved to ban the wearing
of full-face veils in public. Advocates for
the ban claim that this will help protect
women from pressure at home or within
their communities to wear full-face veils.
Others support the bans as public safety
measures. Amnesty International found
that comprehensive bans on full-face
veils in these countries do not conform
to states’ human rights obligations, and
that other measures should be taken to
ensure women’s human rights.



Amnesty International Acronym
From H-I

English Acronym

HLM
HPC
HPN
HR
HR 2020
HRA
HRE
HRO
HRP
HRV
ICC
ICG
ICMG
ICM
IEC
ICP
IFP
ILOP
IRP
IMP
IMG
IMT

ENGLISH

High Level Mission

High Priority Country

Health Professionals Network

Human Rights

Human Rights 2020 (twenty twenty)
Human Rights Awareness

Human Rights Education

Human Rights Organization

Human Rights Program

Human Rights Violations

International Criminal Court

International Committee on Governance
International Committee on Movement Growth
International Council Meeting

International Executive Committee
International Committee on Policy
International Fundraising Program
International Law and Organizations Program
Information Resources Program
International Mobilization Program
International Management Group
International Mobilization Trust
International Operational Plan

International secretariat

International Secretariat Operational Plan
Integrated Strategic Plan

Information Technology Program
International Youth Assembly

International Youth Coordination Committee
International Youth Strategy Committee




By Kritdikorn Wongswangpanich,
Member of Amnesty International Thailand
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Artimis Fowl

Artimis Fowl is an international bestseller
series-novel, which has skillfully been
written by an lIrish writer named ‘Eoin
Colfer’.This novel is about a genius
guileful child named Artimis Fowl who
was born in a long lasting criminal
family. Being a prodigy who still has a
childish sense inside, Artimis tries to rob
gold from a fairy. The adults view fairies
as non-sense, but he has found evidences
of their existence. In this robbery, one of
the main characters is a female fairy
named Holly Short. It is this character
that | would like to talk about.Holly is
ranked ‘captain’ in the fairy’s special force
and is faced with Artimis’ wicked plan,
which led her to be held hostage and
forced her to fight with both a huge man
and a troll. However, in the end, Artimis
and Holly change from enemies to friends.

In the book, the character of Holly
emphasizes and questions the status and
the ability of women in social structure
especially on the mythology of female as
the ‘weak sex’, which needs protection
from the ‘mighty sex’, known as male, all
the time. Moreover, this also is a strong
reply to those pseudo-feminists and
high-ego men on the status of women in
‘war’. While the pseudo-feminists are
focusing on asking for the ragged issues
for ‘women’ which sound so irrational
(and never realize that those requests
will dive women even deeper into the
mythology of the weaklings), they have
never laid any of their interests on the
real issues that could raise the standards
of women to the same level as men such
as the right to be recruited, and vice
versa for those high-ego men who think
they are the monopoly of might. Holly
Short in this novel has yelled back at them
that “WOMEN CAN DO IT TOQ!”
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- Eoin COLFER -

Claymore

Claymore is the Japanese series comic
(manga), which is written and illustrated
by Norihiro Yagi.

Claymore is a manga about female warriors
who have been implanted with ‘demon
genes’ to increase their fighting ability
against demons, and this implantation is
only effective on women. These female
warriors are called ‘Claymore’, after
their weapons — claymores. They are a
group that the society fears but cannot
live without, because they solely are
weapons to fight against a threat called
‘demons’. However, these mighty warriors
work for an anonymous man-dominated
organization on a deserted island that the
Claymore have been deluded to regard
as their whole planet (somehow similar
to the movie named ‘The Truman Show’).
This manga not only emphasizes the
significance and power of the female sex
but also stresses on the social structure
that suppresses the mere existence of
women and the illusion of power that
society seems to have given to women.
The existence of Claymore, in one way,
represents the power that has only been
held by the female, the power that the

male will never ever be able to obtain. It
is this very power that secures the whole
society and prevents even those male
beings who claim to be ‘the strong ones’.
These Claymores are not far from the ‘iron
women’ in reality. They are feared and
differentiated by the society but the society
or organization also knows well that these
kinds of people are necessary because
the invaluable motivated power of these
iron women is impossible to reject. Still,
this very space/realm of power where
society accepts the abilities and existence
of these iron women is no more than
the mere given space which is handed
or allowed to exist by the ‘benevolence’
of a patriarchal system. It is, in fact, the
deluded space or world of rights and
authorities that these women are dragged
into and imprisoned. It turns out that
these iron women become a part of the
mechanism that vivifies the patriarchy
system. This manga has crucially stressed
on these issues via the male-dominated
organization that fully controls the Claymore
who live on the deserted island as their
(deluded) world. /
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Try Arm:

“Arm of Struggle”
For No Exploitation
Sweat - Free Products

Content and Photo from tryarm.
blogspot.com and Fan Page “Try
Arm” on Facebook

SHOP & SHELF

You can visit Try Arm’s factory and shop located at 425/2
Sukumvit 115 Rd., Samrong-Nua District, Samutprakarn
or contact tryarm.underwear@gmail.com.

The following are Try Arm’s shelves.

e Bangkok: Candide bookshop 207, Tanao Road,
Ratchadamnoen (Behind from 14 October 1973
Memorial 50 meters)

e Bangkok: Empower Foundation’s product shelf at
Bangkok Art and Cultural Center, 3rd Floor

© Bangkok: Red Shop at Imperial (Big C) Ladprao, 5th Floor
* Bangkok: Coffee shop at “Suan Ngern Meema” located
between Charoennakorn Soi 20 and 22

* Bangkok: “ Our space” at People Will Law office of Arnon
Nampha, Ground Floor located on Soi Pracharatbumpen
24 Yak 2, Huai Kwang

e Suphanburi: Sri Thongchai (1994) Vitamilk house,
nearby Krungthai Bank at U Thong market, Mueng District
® Chaing Mai: Nine-Sentence Reading Room 164/7 Soi
Chomchan, Pa Tat Sub District, Mueng District

© Chaing Mai: Sai Roong Minimart 63/27 at Inter-Resident
dormitory Soi Wat U mong, Suthep Sub district, Mueng

AM

Burmaspective :
West of the Border,
West of the Sun

This event was organized by Al Thailand in collaboration
with four alliance organizations: Friends of Burma,
People Empowerment Foundation, Thai Action
Committee for Democracy in Burma and ASEAN
Inter-parliamentary Myanmar Caucus on 10 February
2010 in the auditorium room, 5th Floor, Bangkok Art
and Cultural Center. The event’s activities included
a public forum “Panglong Agreement and the Social
Changes in Burma”, a documentary film screening “This
Prison Where | Live” and photo exhibition “West of the
Border, West of the Sun”.

Unfairly and exploitatively laying off 1,959 labor  District ) o )
union members by “Triumph International Thailand”, ~ ® Lampang: € g a | i t & bookshop at Sacjindarat
who claimed a fall in orders and restructuring but g;‘t'g'c?g'v‘l%?;zd[)ggi;h'DCha”g Rd., Hua Wiang Sub
Zi;ttla?ngbll:r? afo?egvrgiﬁgg’tgiiged |(t9hgsgir¥gct)rtl(r1egisr . Nakhénratchasima: Kamome bookshop and café’ 624/11

g . ; g8 g Changpuak Rd., Naimuang Sub district, Mueng District
unlawful dismissal by their employer on the ground

After the first general election in 2 decades and Aung
San Suu Kyi's release on November 2010, Suu Kyi talked
about national reconciliation among ethnics with “the
Second Panglong Agreement” dialogue according to
21st century situation. The First Panglong Agreement

floor of the Ministry of Labour in 2009.

During assembly at the ministry, the workers
dismissed from each department in Triumph
factory started to originate their own products which
reach Triumph’s standard with the new brand “ TRY
ARM”. By the cooperation among former Triumph
workers who have different expertise, the products
has been being developed their quality and style as

the world class brand’s, but lower price.

e Mahasarakham: Mun Yeun Srisawat damnern Rd.,
Talad Sub district, Mueng District

® Phuket: “Room 2521”, 61 Talang Road, Talad Yai Sub
District, Mueng District

e Songkla: “Kanomjeen Pee Dook” restaurant,
Sakhonmongkol 2 Road, Hat Yai District

e Japan: Irregular Rhythm Asylum at Shinjuku,
Shinjuku-ku Tokyo

® Coming soon at AMNESTY SHOP, Soi Ladprao 1, next
to Al Thailand Office

Try Arm’s products
* Female underpants : all styles (High Waisted, Low

was held 64 years ago, signed by General Aung San,
Shan, Kachin and Chin delegates.

The public forum’s speakers included experts,
academics and ethnic people talking about the direction
and possibility of dialogue between the Burmese
government and the ethnic minority group. The
resurrection of the Panglong Agreement is a hope for
the ethnic minority in Burma to have political
participation. But the academics said it is impossible to
be successful because the Burmese government
strongly declares its intention to establish a “unitary
state”, not a “federal state”. Although Aung San Suu Kyi
was released and wants to launch the dialogue, there is

Try Arm’s products reflect today’s problem of labor ~ Waisted, Bikini) _ o
exploitation and unfair consumer practice. Aithough ~ * #"a'epgndeerintS:SLQW Waisted, Bikini and Boxer
the protest has been ended, the struggle is still WO Flece Bikini swimwear ,
: ) : . And brassiere is also currently under production
going on. Try Arm’s product is a mean of supporting
C SR development process.
the principles of sweat-free labor and social justice

no assurance if she will not be detained again and if the
government will cooperate with her.

The auditorium room had a full audience that was

with workers’ self-management and organization’s
democracy. The other main principle is consumer
awareness- consumer can participate to determine
Try Arm’s future and can suggest the fair price and
quality as well in order to create “Fair Trade Fashion”

in Thai society.

Special Project

“Try Arm” is about to play a new role as a “funder”, dividing
its profit for funding some organizations or groups working
about labor rights. This project will be launched by giving
2 groups, each 20,000 baht, before increasing the fund
in the next year according to profit. Any organizations or
groups working for labor are eligible and able to submit
the project plan for fundraising.

For more information and online shop visit http://tryarm.
blogspot.com or click like on Fanpage “Try Arm”Underwear
“Fair Trade Fashion”

interested in the documentary, “This Prison where | live”.
The atmosphere was enlivened with the sound of
laughers periodically because of jokes from two famous
comedians — Zarganar from Burma and Michael
Mittermeier. Both share a love for comedy, but face
complete different allowances of freedom of expression.
The film lead audiences to realize the politics of fear in
Burma, both people’s fear of their government and the
government’s fear that it cannot control the people. The
government’s fear caused Zarganar, whose weapons are
comedy and satire, to be sentenced to 59 years in
prison before being reduced to 35 years.



A SUCCESS OF THE
LETTER WRITING MARATHON /
WRITE FOR RIGHTS

>

2010

From 10 individual cases in the campaign “2010 Letter
Writing Marathon” that Al Thailand selected 6 cases for “Write
for Rights” campaign during 9-14 December 2010, now all of
your handwritings have some impacts on them.

e Femi Peters, an opposition politician in Gambia, was released
early from prison in December 2010.

e Mao Hengfeng was allowed to meet with her family on
January 2011for the first time since she was detained and
on 22nd February she was released, six months before the
end of her sentence. Wu Xuewei, her husband, believes that
international pressure has contributed to this development,
and has sent his thanks to everyone at Amnesty who has
campaigned on her behalf. But on 24th February she was
sent back to Re-education through Labor, concentration camp
while she is seriously injured and sick. So we have to continue
callingon the authorities to release Mao Hengfeng immediately
and unconditionally.

e Father Alejandro Solalinde Guerra. The Mexican authorities
have now provided two bodyguards to help protect the Catholic
priest, who is in danger because of his work with migrants.

e Walid Yunis Ahmad has finally been charged, after ten years in
detention in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. He is now awaiting trial.

e Norma Cruz has said the Letter Writing Marathon lead to media
attention in Guatemala about the threats against her. She think
that this will mean that the authorities will have no alternative
but to keep protecting her and her organization, and to keep
following her case.

Action took place in 51 countries and together we generated
an amazing global total of 636,139 appeals and 761 appeals
in Thailand.

This proves that our collective action can make changes. “Write
for rights” is a basic activity of Amnesty International, whether
how much it can effect , at least those who are peacefully
fighting for rights will have encouragement.
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All Al Thailand members are invited to join Annual
General Meeting (AGM) 2011 on Saturday 23rd April
2011, 9 am-5pm at Student Christian Center located
on Phayathai Road, near Hua Chang Bridge. And the
activities in the meeting are following

e Meeting other members to talk and exchange the
issue of human rights.

e To be informed the organization’s overall operations
and to determine the further direction of the organization

e New Al committee’s election for organization’s
development. In this coming AGM, 5 committee members
will finish their term.

Vice-chairman

Treasurer

Committee member
Committee member

Ananchai  Committee member

. Ekachai Pinkeaw
. Piyanut Kotsan

. Prasit Duangkaew
. Krittika Pokha

. Techinchot

O WN —

Your cooperation is hopefully expected and appreciated.
Human rights situations in Thailand and globally can be
better by your kind opinions and encouragements which
are very important for Al Thailand’s further operations.
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